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Joe Otterstedt on Cattaraugus Creek, NY, November 1, 2007 
See Steelhead pics on page 5. 
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SPORT SHOP, L.L.C. 
 

LIVINGSTON MANOR, NY 

845-439-4476 

            I just looked over Paul’s shoulder to see how 
his column was going.  After all, he had his manda-
tory cup of coffee and pocket dictionary; his hands 
stood poised over the keyboard.  I figured he had writ-
ten a lot.  I kind of felt sad when the only thing on his 
page was a blinking cursor.  Blink Blink Blink.  Like 
the tell tale heart making me feel guilty enough to ac-
tually write another President’s Line for him. 
            Paul went fishing the other day at Jones 
Beach.  Originally, he wanted to go to Atlantic Beach, 
however, the oil spill forced him to switch fishing 
holes.  He only caught a cold.  He though it was a 
great day anyway.  I imagine that fishermen should 
not have perfectionism as one of their qualities. Even 
days that Paul describes as perfect include fish that 
got away, a tangled line, lost sun glasses or ice cold 
water down the front of your neoprene waders.  We 
should all emulate this.  On Thanksgiving,  I forgot to 
make the mandatory mashed potatoes, but Paul has 
told me at least ten time how much he enjoyed dinner.  
He saw perfection, I saw an entire bag of potatoes sit-
ting in the pantry.   

            Paul and I did have a perfectly wonderful time 
at the Fly Rodder dinner.  Thank you to everyone who 
helped to plan it.  A special thanks to Paul’s mom for 
the beautiful centerpieces.  Delicious food and good 
company made for a nice evening.  A holiday party 
has been planned for the next meeting on December 
4th.  Bring a wrapped gift worth $15.00 for the grab 
bag.  For all that attend, you will receive a free gift. 
You must be present to receive the gift.  Paul also 
said, “Step up and run for the board and all that s___.”  
Perfectly put.  The trip planning committee will take 
place during the January meeting.   
            We hope you have a perfectly wonderful holi-
day full of family, friends, food and cheer.  If the 
gravy spills, the roast beef burns or you get stuck in 
traffic, just remember that you can have a perfect time 
anyway.  After all, if you can be enthusiastic about 
fishing after slipping off a rock into a cold river, you 
can find a way to enjoy the holidays. 
 
                 Tight Lines                 Tight Lines                 Tight Lines                 Tight Lines,  ,  ,  ,  JulieJulieJulieJulie    
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For Your Nymphormation 
 

by Lee Weil 

Page 3 

Deer Lee Beloved Custom Flies 
 

 Lee Weil 
 57 Cobalt Lane 

     Westbury, NY  11590 
 
    Custom tied flies of 

all kinds  in your 
choice of colors from 
traditional to exotic. 
Tying instructions 
available. 

Phone: 516-997-6743 
Email: riderntyer@aol.com 
Web: http://deerlee.lifr.org 

 

LIFR Merchandise Corner  
See all of the new  

LIFR merchandise along with  
LIFR bargains at the  
"Merchandise Corner"  

operated by Jim Foley. 
 

Tight Lines & God bless,  Lee 

            Recently at the International Fly Tying Sympo-
sium I was having a conversation with another tier 
about the difference between the way we perceive the 
natural baits and the actual appearance of that bait un-
der water.  This led to the topic of 
why we use the materials we do, and 
who do we really tie flies for – the 
fish or the fisherman? Bob Lindquist 
does an excellent presentation on 
features and colors that are promi-
nent on bait fish under water, and 
it’s very enlightening to both saltwa-
ter and freshwater tiers.  What we 
may consider to be too sparse when 
tied ends up looking much more re-
alistic to a striper, and colors we did-
n’t think of using come into play 
when viewed under the surface.  For 
example, most of the streams I fish 
have an abundant population of 
sculpin.  When I see them darting in 
front of my boots they appear as a 
broad profile, heavily mottled and 
camouflaged to match the terrain on 
the bottom.  Take the same fish out 
of the water, however, and it be-
comes streamlined and thin, with 
fins folded against its body.  The 
spots that stood out so distinctly ap-
pear dulled and the contrast fades. 
            As tiers we try to incorporate the features that 
will serve to imitate the natural as effectively as possi-
ble, but by copying the stationary sample we lose much 

of the authenticity.  The best way to achieve realism in 
the function of the fly is to use materials that will not 
only imitate the appearance of the natural, but also the 
behavior.  In order to do this, we need to take the time 

to observe the bait or insect, and 
then observe our flies. 
            I’ve learned to hold off on 
tying a huge batch of a new pattern 
that I believe will catch fish until 
I’ve fished it.  Many times the glit-
ter of the Krystal Flash is enticing to 
us in the vise, but can turn fish away 
on the river.  Other times, such as 
conditions of high or stained water, 
these patterns will outfish the toned 
down versions.  
            The only way to rate the per-
formance of your flies is to fish 
them under different conditions and 
in different places.  Then you can 
adjust the materials to change the 
mechanics, and get the float, sink, 
or action you’re looking for.  Den-
sity of dubbing, hook size and type 
of hackle can make or break a pat-
tern, so don’t hesitate to try different 
ways to tweak a fly that doesn’t act 
quite the way you’d like it to. Re-
member to think outside the box. 

There may not be any new thing under the sun, but you 
can always build a better mousetrap. 

Our own Lee Weil took her place among the 
famous fly tiers of the world November 17 
and 18 at the International Fly Tying Sympo-
sium in Somerset.  Lee was demonstrating 
her outstanding deer hair patterns 



Page 4 

Long Island Flyrodder Annual Awards Dinner 
November 3, 2007, Wantagh Inn, Wantagh, NY 

Jim Krul Mike Gelber Wolfgang Porté 

Jerry LeBoyer 

Al Battistelli Coreen Gelber 

Susan Solomon 

Jeff Farrell 

Pres. Paul McCain presenting the “Ancient Order of the Angle”award to Jim Krul, Mike Gelber and Wolfgang Porté  

Al Battistelli, Lifetime Achievement Award                                                     Coreen Gelber, Reel of Appreciation 
 
Jerry LeBoyer, Reel of Appreciation                                                                   Jeff Farrell, “Special Award” 

“Member of the Year” 
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Al Battistelli Joe Caroleo 

John Fischer 
Peter Harris Mike Kress 

Gordon Mueller Joe Otterstedt Bob Picciano 

Wolfgang Porté Morty Schneiderman 
Cattaraugus Creek, NY 

On the Seneca Nation Reservation 
October 30 to November 2 

Warm weather, sunny skies and plenty of 
big, hard-fighting Steelhead for the Long 
Island Flyrodders characterized this fan-
tastic trip put together by Al Battistelli 
and Gene Stephens. For many of us, this 
was our first Steelhead trip to this area. 
Also fished was Oak Orchard Creek 
where big Browns and huge Salmon were 
caught. Personally, I can’t  wait for next 
year!                               Morty 

Steelhead Fever 
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            Did you ever notice how many 
different “FISHING HATS” you see on 
the water these days. There are the base-
ball style caps and their variations now available some 
with extended bills to keep the sun out of your eyes, 
some with built in lights for night fishing, some have 
fold down sunscreens to protect the neck when on the 
flats, and there is one version (put out by various brew-
eries) that has a bottle opener built into the bill. Some 
use wide brim hats such as cowboy or safari hats. These 
keep the sun and rain out of your eyes. They also pro-
tect scalps, nose and ears from sunburn. This is my per-
sonal favorite. For winter wool, fleece or synthetic 
watch caps will keep you warm. 
            Of course style is only one factor in the selec-
tion of headgear. For many a logo is a significant fea-
ture. Now, I don’t usually like to be a walking adver-
tisement, but am more than willing to be associated 
with certain organizations or causes. Usually the more 
obscure, the better. I mean everyone has seen “TU” or 
“LIMIT YOUR KILL DON’T KILL YOUR LIMIT”, 
but who ever came across “WORMS SUCK”? Fishing 
tackle logos are acceptable if given as a gift, but should 
never be purchased. Fly shops are an exception, if good 
or from an exotic local (think Tierra Del Fuego) 

Now for many, color is the most important char-
acteristic. Some favor dull greens and browns, even 
camouflage so as to blend into the background and not 
alert the fish to their presents. I don’t recommend this 
during Hunting season or when using a float tube. 
Many look for hats with dark colors under the bills or 
brims, this helps reduce reflected glare from the water. 
On the other hand many choose to wear bright colors to 
help being seen. This is helpful on club trips when 

members tend to want to fish together and 
will wear similar hats with club logo. 
This is also a great trick when traveling to-

gether. Approach a ticket counter with several members 
wearing the same hat and watch how one agent will in-
stantly be assigned to your group. Talk about perks 
when traveling, it is amazing how all the baggage gets 
checked in together (and rarely lost or misplaced), how 
extra or over weight luggage is not charged for, how 
better seats are assigned in blocks and you get waved 
thru security. 
            Now I will discuss the most important factor in 
hat selection, the “Lucky Hat”. Every one has a lucky 
hat, you know, the one you were wearing when you 
caught your first brook trout over 15”, or the biggest 
cutthroat on your first trip to Montana. Now these hats 
have a life and story all there own. First is the universal 
Man Law #1, which states that any “LUCKY” article of 
clothing shall NEVER be cleaned. If left out in the ele-
ments such as rain or snow and some dirt gets remove, 
that is acceptable. But no cleaning agent can contami-
nate it. The more foreign substances attached to the hat 
the better, including living organisms. Also when sit-
ting around the campfire, if one falls asleep, the article 
may be taken and hidden, but MUST be returned the 
next morning. There is serious MOJO attached to 
“LUCKY” hats and it CANNOT be transferred, it can 
be lent as a gesture, but must be returned it the same or 
worse shape. MOJO is a funny thing and should not be 
trifled with. 
            The worse choice is no hat. You not only leave 
yourself exposed to the elements, but how can anyone 
say, “ That old man with the Flyrodder’s hat sure 
caught a nice Chub.” 

Fishing Hats 
by Dan Van Buskirk 

Our condolences to John Gerbitz and family on the recent loss of his father,  
and to Jerry Berkson and his family on the recent loss of his mother. 

** Attention Flyrodders! ** 
Next month’s meeting will be held on 
! ! ! ! Wednesday, January 2, 2008  !!!! 

Holiday wishes to all Long Island Flyrodders, Holiday wishes to all Long Island Flyrodders, Holiday wishes to all Long Island Flyrodders, Holiday wishes to all Long Island Flyrodders, 
fafafafammmmily and friends.ily and friends.ily and friends.ily and friends.    

Merry Christmas and Happy ChanukahMerry Christmas and Happy ChanukahMerry Christmas and Happy ChanukahMerry Christmas and Happy Chanukah    
Have a safe holiday!Have a safe holiday!Have a safe holiday!Have a safe holiday!    
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Last Chance for Fly Donations  

 
The January meeting will be your last  
opportunity to donate flies and have a 

chance at winning a valuable prize.  
 

 You will be given one ticket for every 
dozen flies (or 10 saltwater)  

you donate. 
   

Non-tiers remember:  We will accept 
purchased flies or you will be credited 
for 1 dozen flies for every $8 donation. 

 
Please see me at the meeting. 

 
Thank you for your continued support 

and generosity.     
           

Susan Solomon 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Call for information on our schools and free seminars 
 
 

50 Glen Cove Road, Greenvale, NY 11548  (516) 484-1860 
Open daily 10 - 7, Thursday 10 - 8, Saturday 10 - 6, Sunday 11 - 5 

ORVIS 

® 

A Sp o r t i ng  Tra d i t i o n  
Since 1856 

Complete Fly-Fishing & 
Wingshooting Outfitters 

Classic Country Fashions 
For Men & Women 

Rugged Outdoor Wear 

Distinctive Gifts for the 
Country Home 

Fishing Reports 
 

Hey, Flyrodders. How’s the fishing been 
lately? Let’s let our members know. Send    
reports and/or pics to LIFRnews@aol.com 
for publication in the Flyrodder, or see me at 
the meeting. Thanks.      Morty 

Join Our Fly Swap 
You are invited to join any or all of this season’s fly 
swaps.  They are open to the first 19 people who sign 
up.   The rules are as follows: 
 

1.   Let me know which swap(s) you will participate 
in. 

2.   Tie the correct number of identical flies for the 
month’s theme. I will let you know how many 
flies you will tie based on the number of people 
who sign up.  Everyone will tie one extra fly, 
which will be donated to the club. 

3.   Hand in your flies in a box with your name on it 
along with the recipe for tying the fly.  All flies 
must be turned in by the due date. 

4.   Receive a collection of themed flies and their 
recipe. 

 

2nd Swap – Smallmouth bass Flies.  The second fly 
swap is now forming.  If you are interested in 
tying a smallmouth bass fly of your choice, 
please join in.  Sign up by January meeting, due 
at February meeting. 

3rd Swap – Clouser or Deciever Flies.  Sign up by 
February meeting, due at March meeting. 

4th Swap – Tier’s Choice (Saltwater).  Sign up by 
March meeting, due at April meeting. 

 Please contact me at 516 997-9451 or  
mrssolomon@aol.com if you’d like to join or have any 

questions.  Thanks, Susan Solomon 



   Berkley has a program for recycling used 
fishing line.  If you call them and you are a 
business, they will send you a shipping box 
(prepaid) to send in the line.  Their only 

stipulation is that the line be clean and free of all debris, 
hooks, and metal attachments.    
             1-800-BERKLEY or (712) 336-1520. 
     If you are not a business and you have a bag of line, 
send it to the following address.  
Remember that birds and marine 
animals become entangled in 
fishing line.  Do what you can. 
Make sure the line is clean of 
debris, hooks, and metal attachments.   
 Berkley recycles the line into artificial fishing structures. 

Berkley Recycle Program 
1900 18th Street 
Spirit Lake, Iowa   51360 

                             

Torrey Collins 
Store Manager 

24 Kent Road • Cornwall Bridge, Connecticut  06754 
Telephone: (860) 672-1010 

THE “CAMPTHE “CAMPTHE “CAMPTHE “CAMP----SITE”SITE”SITE”SITE”    
SPORT SHOPSPORT SHOPSPORT SHOPSPORT SHOP    

L.I.'S  LARGEST  FLY  FISHING  SHOP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
 

S A G E  ·  L O O M I S  ·  L A M S O N  ·  A B E L  ·  B A U E R  

B I L L Y  P A T E  ·  M E T Z  ·  F I L S O N  ·  S I M M S  

S C I E N T I F I C  A N G L E R S  ·  O R V I S  ·  S T . C R O I X  

L O O P  ·  R O G U E  ·  C O L U M B I A  ·  C O R T L A N D  
 

 
R O UT E  1 1 0  ( C O RN E R  W .  1 6 t h  ST . )  

H U NT I NG T O N  ST AT IO N ,  NY  
( 6 3 1 )  2 7 1 - 4 9 6 9  

2 4  H O U R  F AX  ( 6 3 1 )  2 7 1 - 9 6 2 1  
C O N T AC T  U S  AT :  C A M P S I T E L I @ AO L . C O M  

 

OPEN 7 DAYS  

 

To conserve, protect and restore North America’s cold water fisheries and their watersheds. 

The Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at: 

Hicksville VFW Hall 
320 S. Broadway 

Hicksville at 7:30 p.m. 
Visitors are always welcome. 

 

See www.longislandtu.org for more info. 

For fly tying classes, contact: 
Mike Gelber: (516) 221-9508 

 

 For casting classes, contact: 
 Herman Abrams: (516) 593-6024  
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J. Mooney 
 

P.O. Box 7004 
Wantagh, NY  11793 
516-221-5599  ph/fax 

 

JMooney@JTRods.com 

Making bamboo rods… affordable 



# 

# 
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             The undersigned hereby applies for membership or renewal, in the LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS, INC. ("LIFR").  
 I understand the inherent risk in participating in the activities of LIFR, including fishing trips, of one day or longer, which LIFR may make 
available to members. I understand that LIFR activities may take me into remote areas, and that I may not be able to be promptly 
evacuated or receive proper medical care in the event of injury or disease.  I further understand that I am solely responsible for all costs of 
medical treatment and transportation.   

Intending to be legally bound, for myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators, except to the extent that indemnity insurance is 
available, I waive, release, indemnify, and hold harmless, LIFR, its Officers, Board of Directors, and members, against any and all claims 
for personal injury, disease, death, and property damage or loss, that I may incur, arising out of or connected in any way with any and all 
LIFR activities. I assume the risk of undertaking all LIFR activities, including related travel.  
 
Member Signature: ________________________________________      Date: ________________________ 
 
Print name:             ______________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                 
Address:            _________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Home phone:      (           ) ______________________________________  
           
Office phone:      (           ) ______________________________________ 
 
E-mail address: (optional)______________________________________ 
 
Consent given to post e-mail address on LIFR Web Site:   Yes (      )  No (      )         
                                         
Family Application must be signed by each Family Member or Guardian, as applicable. 
 
Dues:  Individual $40.00 ____    Family (including children under 16 yrs) $45.00 ____    Junior (under 18 yrs) $15.00 ____ 
 
Mail this form to:        LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS, INC 

 P.O. 8091 
 Hicksville, NY 11802  

 
In case of emergency, when reasonably  
feasible, contact: 
 
Name: ______________________________ 
 
Relationship: _________________________ 
 
Home Phone: (           ) _________________ 
 
Office Phone: (           ) _________________ 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Check here to keep receiving 
your newsletter in hardcopy 

 
LIFR PHOTO CONTEST RULES 

 
1a. Contestants must be LIFR members.  
1b. Subject must be related to Fly Fishing. 
1c. Prints, (no transparencies), size 4" X 6" in color or black & white. 
1d. Digital photos, minimum size 800 X 600 megapixels. 
2. Put your name and phone number on back of the prints in small letters 
3. All photos submitted may be used by LIFR. (e.g., Flyrodder and lifr.org)  
4. There will be play-off contests at each Club meeting May through October 
5. Three winners will be picked by members present at each of those meetings 
6. All winning photos will be entered in the Dinner   Dance GRAND CONTEST 
7. Members present at the Dinner Dance will select the three Grand Prize winners 
8. In case of a tie or dispute, the decision of the Chair will be final 
9a. Submit photos at the meeting or send them to:: 
Jim Foley, Chair 
98 Fonda Road 
Rockville Centre, NY 11570  
9b. Email digital photos as attachments only. (not embedded in the body of the emails) along with your name 
and a short descripition of your submission. 



FIRST CLASS MAIL 

P.O. Box 8091 
Hicksville, NY  11802 

 LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS COMING EVENTS 
November - 2007 

  
December 4 General Meeting - 8:00 P.M. 
 Grab Bag Holiday Party 
 All members attending will receive a free gift 
  
  
December 11 Fly Tying at Pancho’s Border Grill, Bethpage 
 Contact:  Pres. Paul McCain  (516) 536-1418 
  
  
 Board Meeting 
 7:30 P.M. at the Levittown VFW Hall 
 To Be Announced 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

** Attention Flyrodders! ** 

Next month’s meeting will be held on 

! ! ! ! Wednesday, January 2, 2008  !!!! 


