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SPORT SHOP, L.L.C. 
 

LIVINGSTON MANOR, NY 

845-439-4476 

Fellow Flyrodders:  We had a good member 
turnout at the Willowemoc cleanup April 26, which 
was coordinated by Dan Van Buskirk, followed by a 
great barbeque provided by his son Peter.  We col-
lected 35 bags of trash as well as large items such as 
vacuum cleaners, tires etc. that were taken to the recy-
cle center.  Jim Krul of the Catskill Fly Fishing Center 
& Museum sent a note of appreciation to Dan, excerpts 
of which follow: ”On behalf of the Catskill Fly Fishing 
Center and Museum, those who fished the Willowemoc 
and future fly fishers, I want to thank you and the LIFR 
for the cleanup effort….  Your organization is a leader 
in the fly fishing community and I wish there were 
more like yours; we would not have to worry as much 
on the future of fly fishing.” I would also like to extend 
my thanks to all the members who participated.  It is 
these types of activities, where we give something back 
to the community, that distinguishes our club from the 
rest as a premier fly fishing organization. 

Dateline Freeport , Grand Bahamas: Bone fish-
ing is most challenging; from spotting the fish (even 
when pointed out by the guides), to casting accurately 

in windy conditions without spooking the fish, to entic-
ing the take and setting the hook and playing the fish 
without breakoffs, bone fishing requires both patience 
and perseverance.  And nothing is more frustrating than 
the flats guide saying “their right in front of you mon, 
can’t you see them” when the fish are no more than 50 
feet (or less) away in what is considered good visibility 
conditions.  So it was, in early May, when I joined a 
few club members on a six day trip in search of the 
Ghost of the flats.  We all managed to hook up, and 
most landed at least one of these incredible creatures 
which peel off 100 plus yards of backing at speeds ap-
proaching 30 MPH.  The most important lesson I 
learned (other than the ability to spot fish) is to be a 
proficient caster to 60 feet or more.  I desperately need 
Herman Abrams to give me lessons. 

It was brought to my attention by Wolfgang 
Porté that the line recycling article written by Linda 
Macy in the last LIFR newsletter found its way into the 
Fly Fishing Federation clubwire. This is great, as the 
more the word gets spread around about this important 
conservation effort of recycling used monofilament 
line, leaders and tippet material, the more the environ-
ment and wildlife benefit.  Great job Linda, you are 
making a difference. 

Please check the club website and newsletter for 
upcoming events including the Deerfield River camp-
ing trip June 13-15 (Sue & Howie Solomon), Peconic 
River Bass trip June 19 (Lee Weil) and the Sunken 
Meadow State Park saltwater trip June 20 (Paul 
McCain). 

Just a reminder that Paul McCain will be doing 
a barbeque before the June 3rd club meeting, so come 
early at 6 PM and bring your appetite along.  The food 
closes out at 7:30 PM. 

Tight lines and best regards. 

LIFR Merchandise Corner  
 

See all of the new  
LIFR merchandise along with  

LIFR bargains at the  
"Merchandise Corner"  

operated by Dave Minassian. 
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cast and cringed, but the fish kept coming. He hissed 
“cast LONG!”.  This time I managed to load the rod on 
the backcast and held my breath as the fly landed in 
front of the approaching V wakes . 
 “Strip, strip – no, short, slow.  Stop!”  A long 
second passed and I actually saw the fish tip over my 
fly. “SET”!  I don’t know how, but my brain registered 
the command and I brought my left hand back, as the 
voice in my head said “DON’T raise the rod”. 
At that moment the water in front of me exploded and I 
was attached to a silver rocket, heading hell for leather 
across the flat.  It took a second for me to be aware of 
the pain as the line ran between my index finger and the 
cork, as though someone had laid a hot wire on it. I 
quickly released it and tentatively palmed the reel as I 
looked around for Wilson, who had chosen that particu-
lar time to answer nature’s call.  “WILSON!  When do 
I stop him?”  He answered calmly “when he gets into 
da backing.”  I yelled over my shoulder “He’s BEEN in 
the backing!”  Not so calmly, he barked “STOP him, 
don let him take you backing – he spool you!”  I ap-
plied the pressure on the reel and the fish began to slow 
down.  I reeled as fast as I could to regain line, and al-
most had all the backing on the reel when it was off to 
the races again.  This time it was easier to palm and 
reel, and finally the fish was at my feet. Four pounds of 
quicksilver. 
 I looked down at the fish, a multi-faceted mirror 
with faint olive bars.  Wilson held it up as I removed 
the fly with my forceps.  He showed us the protective 
coating that covered the eyes, an amazing layer of ep-
oxy-like tissue.  I was fascinated by this creature that 
could fly like a peregrine under water, and whose blis-
tering speed made my heart race and knees weak.  As 
we watched the bonefish swim away and disappear into 
the light of the sand flat I could see why they called 
them ghosts. 

I took a long breath, raised my face to the sun 
and thanked the Maker of beautiful fish and beautiful 
places to catch them, and for a memory of a lifetime.  I 
may be back on Long Island, but I left a piece of my 
heart in the Bahamas. It was stolen by the silver ghosts 
who haunts the flats. 

 Whenever I embark on a trip to a new destina-
tion to fish for a species I never caught before I am ex-
cited.  Not only about the opportunity to catch fish in a 
new place, but for the chance to learn different tech-
niques and develop new skills.  We had plenty of all 
three in the Bahamas.  Our goal was to catch our first 
bonefish, and with over 300 flies  and some double haul 
practice we thought we were ready for the task. 
 As it turned out, I should have spent more time 
casting and less time tying.  But nothing could prepare 
me for the adrenaline rush that hit when my first bone-
fish took off. 
I believe the Concord SST has nothing on a fresh bone-
fish. 
 We met our guide at the ferry dock and headed 
out under sunny skies.  When we arrived at our destina-
tion we donned our flats boots and jumped out of the 
boat into gin clear, bathtub-warm water.  We waded 
into an area of turquoise and white flats, winding 
through mini islands of mangrove clusters.  Our guide 
Wilson pointed out the gray mounds on the bottom that 
indicated bonefish had been feeding there, and we fol-
lowed the trail. Suddenly he held up his hand and froze.  
He pointed across the flat and I stared at the surface, 
unable to spot the fish.  Eventually I was able to pick 

out the black points of the fins that poked up from the 
surface, and see them wriggling back and forth.   One, 
three, five, seven. They came straight on and I began to 
hear my heart pounding in my ears.  As they drew 
closer I realized my hands were shaking. “Now?” I 
whispered.  Wilson shook his head.  After what seemed 
like forever he said “cast long, NOW.”  I flubbed the 
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For Your Nymphormation 
 

by Lee Weil 

Page 3 

Deer Lee Beloved Custom Flies 
 

 Lee Weil 
 57 Cobalt Lane 

     Westbury, NY  11590 
 
    Custom tied flies of 

all kinds  in your 
choice of colors from 
traditional to exotic. 
Tying instructions 
available. 

Phone: 516-997-6743 
Email: riderntyer@aol.com 
Web: http://deerlee.lifr.org 

Blessed In The Bahamas  

Tight Lines & God bless,  Lee 
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Willowemoc Clean-up 2008 
 

By Susan Solomon 
 

 Thanks to the volunteers who converged on the Wil-
lowemoc on April 26, the creek side is now rid of at least 35 
bags of unsightly garbage.  There was an informal contest go-
ing on to see who came up with the most curious finds.  Be-
sides the commonplace items such as plastic bags and cans, 
workers uncovered mattresses, a shopping basket with 
wheels and two vacuum cleaners.  John Gerbitz was kind 
enough to use his pickup truck to collect the bags of garbage 
and carry them to the dump. 
 Back at the Catskill Fly Fishing Center and Museum, 
Peter Van Buskirk cooked a bountiful bar-b-que for the work-
ers.  The weather cooperated and provided a nice afternoon 
to do some fishing.  Those who stayed over Saturday night 
met again at the Rockland House for dinner. 
 The club along with the CFFCM did a great job in coor-
dinating this event and organizing the volunteers.  Through 
their efforts we were able to accomplish our river cleanup 
goals and have time to enjoy the day with friends. Peter Van Buskirk 

Top, left to right 
 

Linda Macy, Susan Solomon, 
Tom Cooleen, John Gerbitz,  
Peter Dubno, & Gil Padovani 

 
Left,  

Some of the clean-up crew  
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2008 HOUSATONIC RIVER CLEAN UP 
 

By Dan Van Buskirk 
 

 On May 17, 13 Long Island Fly Rodder members 
were joined by 19 Housatonic Fly Fishing Association 
members and 4 Boy Scouts from a locale troop, in a river 
clean up in the Cornwall Bridge, CT section of the 
Housatonic River. The weather was great (a rarity for a 
Fly Rodder trip), dry, sunny and warm. Perfect for a day 
in the field. The clean up session itself was quick and 
easy caused by an unexpectedly litter free riverbank area 
and a large work crew. This is a great compliment to ear-
lier clean ups and present users of the river. The condi-
tion of the river certainly is a good sign for the future. 
 After the clean up was completed, all hands re-
turned to the Meadows area of the state park for a cook 
out hosted by LIFR. Helping Paul McCain flip burgers 
and roll hot dogs was John Fischer. Paul went way out 
supplying baked beans, sauerkraut, pickles and chips and 
some fine cooks from the HFFA brought home made 
Macaroni salad. 
 After the cook out, many members spread out 
along the river to fish. The water was a little high, but 
wade able, and the water temperature was perfect at the 
mid 50’s. Fortunately for the fish, the fishermen must 
have been a bit full and lazy as not many fish were 
caught.  

Top, l to r - Paul McCain & John Fischer 
  manning the grills 
 

Middle, Clean-up crew at the picnic table 
 

Bottom, Clean-up crew with the day’s pickings 



  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Call for information on our schools and free seminars 

 
 

50 Glen Cove Road, Greenvale, NY 11548  (516) 484-1860 
Open daily 10 - 7, Thursday 10 - 8, Saturday 10 - 6, Sunday 11 - 5 

ORVIS 

® 

A Sp o r t i ng  Tra d i t i o n  
Since 1856 

Complete Fly-Fishing & 
Wingshooting Outfitters 

Classic Country Fashions 
For Men & Women 

Rugged Outdoor Wear 

Distinctive Gifts for the 
Country Home 
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Here is note to Dan Van Buskirk, Willowemoc River Clean-
up Trip Leader,  from Jim Krul of the Catskill Fly Fish-
ing Center and Museum,  thanking the club for the recent 
stream clean-up we did on the Willowemoc. 
 
Dear Dan,                         5-2-2008 
        
 On behalf of the Catskill Fly Fishing Center and 
Museum, those who fished the Willowemoc and future 
fly fishers, I want to thank you and the Long Island Fly-
rodders for the clean up effort on April 26. From what 
I’ve heard and what I’ve seen, it was a great day for the 
Catskills and the Fly Fishing Community. I hope you 
and some of the LIFR members did get to fish after and 
maybe hook a few,  
 I’m sorry I could not participate, as I just re-
turned from visiting my son in Buenos Aires. My fish-
ing got cancelled there due to wildfires, but a great time 
visiting Justin and culture. 
 It was great to return to a better “Willow”. Your 
organization is a leader in the fly fishing community 
and I wish we there were more like yours; we would not 
have to worry as much on the future of fly fishing. 
 Again, many thanks. It’s all about fly fishing! 
  … Catch you later. 
   Jim 
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LIFR PHOTO CONTEST RULES 
1a. Contestants must be LIFR members.  
1b. Subject must be related to Fly Fishing. 
1c. Prints, (no transparencies), size 4" X 6" in color or           
black & white. 
1d. Digital photos, minimum size 800 X 600 megapixels. 
2. Put your name and phone number on back of the prints 
in small letters 
3. All photos submitted may be used by LIFR. (e.g., Fly-
rodder and lifr.org)  
4. There will be play-off contests at each Club meeting 
May through October 
5. Three winners will be picked by members present at 
each of those meetings 
6. All winning photos will be entered in the Dinner   
Dance GRAND CONTEST 
7. Members present at the Dinner Dance will select the 
three Grand Prize winners 
8. In case of a tie or dispute, the decision of the Chair 
will be final 
9a. Submit photos at the meeting or send them to:: 
Joe Caroleo,Chair  
88-25 155th Ave, Apt 3-H,  
Howard Beach, NY 11414. 
9b. Email digital photos as attachments only. (not em-
bedded in the body of the emails) along with your name 
and a short descripition of your submission. 

 
Welcome, New Members, June 2008 

 
Billy Chatterton 

Joni Flynn 
Kenneth Goudaras 
Thomas Williams 

 

Fishing Reports 
 

Hey, Flyrodders. How’s the fishing been 
lately? Let’s let our members know. 

Send  reports and/or pics to                  
LIFRnews@aol.com for publication in 

the Flyrodder, or see me at the meeting. 
Thanks.      
 Morty 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 Through the generosity of Dave Minnasian 
and the company he works for, we will be having a 
raffle for 4 box seats to the Mets vs. Astros game on  
Monday evening August 25, 2008.  The only one 
who will have a better view of third base is the third 
baseman, himself!  These tickets will also admit you 
to the Diamond Club. 
 

        Only 100 tickets will be sold.   
 

See Susan Solomon at the monthly meeting to enter 
this raffle.  Tickets will be sold until the August 
meeting, unless the 100 tickets are sold before that 
time.  The winner will be announced at the August 
meeting, but you do not have to be present to win. 
 Make sure you’re available on the evening of 
August 25 in case you’re the winner. 

  Prices are as follows:    
1 chance = $10 

 3 chances =  $25 11 chances = $75 
 7 chances =  $50 15 chances = $100   

Mets Raffle 
Tickets 

Being Sold 

 The Long Island Flyrodders would like to  
extend a welcome to our two newest advertisers -  

The Reynolds House Inn & Motel 
When in the Roscoe, NY area, please give them a  

call to stay at their fine establishment.  
(See ad on page 6) 

And to  
Northwoods Rods, a new venture headed by our 

own members, Jay Mooney and Peter Harris, 
“making bamboo rods affordable”. 

(See ad on page 8) 



   Berkley has a program for recycling used 
fishing line.  If you call them and you are a 
business, they will send you a shipping box 
(prepaid) to send in the line.  Their only stipulation 

is that the line be clean and free of all debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  Here’s the Berkley number.  
 1-800-BERKLEY or 1-800-237-5539 
     If you are not a business and you have a bag of line, 
send it to the following address.  Remember that birds and 
marine animals become entangled in fishing line.  Do what 
you can. Make sure the line is clean of debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  

Berkley recycles the line  
Into artificial fishing 

structures. 

Berkley Recycle Program 
1900 18th Street 
Spirit Lake, Iowa   51360 

  

Torrey Collins 
Store Manager 

24 Kent Road • Cornwall Bridge, Connecticut  06754 
Telephone: (860) 672-1010 

THE “CAMPTHE “CAMPTHE “CAMPTHE “CAMP----SITE”SITE”SITE”SITE”    
SPORT SHOPSPORT SHOPSPORT SHOPSPORT SHOP    

L.I.'S  LARGEST  FLY  FISHING  SHOP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
 

S A G E  ·  L O O M I S  ·  L A M S O N  ·  A B E L  ·  B A U E R  

B I L L Y  P A T E  ·  M E T Z  ·  F I L S O N  ·  S I M M S  

S C I E N T I F I C  A N G L E R S  ·  O R V I S  ·  S T . C R O I X  

L O O P  ·  R O G U E  ·  C O L U M B I A  ·  C O R T L A N D  
 

 
R O UT E  1 1 0  ( C O RN E R  W .  1 6 t h  ST . )  

H U NT I NG T O N  ST AT IO N ,  NY  
( 6 3 1 )  2 7 1 - 4 9 6 9  

2 4  H O U R  F AX  ( 6 3 1 )  2 7 1 - 9 6 2 1  
C O N T AC T  U S  AT :  C A M P S I T E L I @ AO L . C O M  

 

OPEN 7 DAYS  

 

To conserve, protect and restore North America’s cold water fisheries and their watersheds. 

The Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at: 

Hicksville VFW Hall 
320 S. Broadway 

Hicksville at 7:30 p.m. 
Visitors are always welcome. 

 

See www.longislandtu.org for more info. 

For fly tying classes, contact: 
Wolfgang Porté:  (516) 741-2342 

 

 For casting classes, contact: 
 Herman Abrams: (516) 593-6024  
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  The undersigned hereby applies for membership or renewal, in the LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS, INC. ("LIFR").  
 I understand the inherent risk in participating in the activities of LIFR, including fishing trips, of one day or longer, which LIFR may make 
available to members. I understand that LIFR activities may take me into remote areas, and that I may not be able to be promptly 
evacuated or receive proper medical care in the event of injury or disease.  I further understand that I am solely responsible for all costs of 
medical treatment and transportation.   

Intending to be legally bound, for myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators, except to the extent that indemnity insurance is 
available, I waive, release, indemnify, and hold harmless, LIFR, its Officers, Board of Directors, and members, against any and all claims 
for personal injury, disease, death, and property damage or loss, that I may incur, arising out of or connected in any way with any and all 
LIFR activities. I assume the risk of undertaking all LIFR activities, including related travel.  
 
Member Signature: ________________________________________ Date: ________________________ 
 
Print name:       ______________________________________________ 
  
Address:     _________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Home phone:      (           ) ______________________________________  
           
Office phone:      (           ) ______________________________________ 
 
E-mail address: (optional)______________________________________ 
 
Consent given to post e-mail address on LIFR Web Site:   Yes (      )  No (      )         
     
Family Application must be signed by each Family Member or Guardian, as applicable. 
 
Dues: Individual $40.00 ____    Family (including children under 16 yrs) $45.00 ____    Junior (under 18 yrs) $15.00 ____ 
 
Mail this form to:  LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS, INC 

 P.O. 8091 
 Hicksville, NY 11802  

 
In case of emergency, when reasonably  
feasible, contact: 
 
Name: ______________________________ 
 
Relationship: _________________________ 
 
Home Phone: (           ) _________________ 
 
Office Phone: (           ) _________________ 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Check here to keep receiving 
your newsletter in hardcopy 

 
LIFR PHOTO CONTEST RULES 

 
1a. Contestants must be LIFR members.  
1b. Subject must be related to Fly Fishing. 
1c. Prints, (no transparencies), size 4" X 6" in color or black & white. 
1d. Digital photos, minimum size 800 X 600 megapixels. 
2. Put your name and phone number on back of the prints in small letters 
3. All photos submitted may be used by LIFR. (e.g., Flyrodder and lifr.org)  
4. There will be play-off contests at each Club meeting May through October 
5. Three winners will be picked by members present at each of those meetings 
6. All winning photos will be entered in the Dinner   Dance GRAND CONTEST 
7. Members present at the Dinner Dance will select the three Grand Prize winners 
8. In case of a tie or dispute, the decision of the Chair will be final 
9a. Submit photos at the meeting or send them to:: 
Jim Foley, Chair 
98 Fonda Road 
Rockville Centre, NY 11570  
9b. Email digital photos as attachments only. (not embedded in the body of the emails) along with your name 
and a short descripition of your submission. 
 

CONNETQUOT RIVER TRIPS  - 2008 
In response to the demand for the limited spaces available for our Monday Connetquot River State Park trips,  

the following guidelines are in effect: 
Members attending the meetings have first priority, followed by those members, chronologically received, who 
call in the day after the meeting for the remaining spaces available. Reservations are available for 32  anglers for 

each session; 64 for both sessions. The cost of each session is $20.00. No checks will be accepted;  
EXACT CHANGE, CASH ONLY,  NO SINGLES, 

to be paid at the general meeting or at the park for call-in reservations. Anglers fishing the morning sessions 
must be at the park by 7:30 a.m. Cancellations must be made by 7:00 p.m., the Saturday before the session.   

No advance reservations will be accepted. 
Hours: 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM   &   1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

For Details call: Lee Weil - (516) 997-6743 

CONNETQUOT DATES - 2008     

           
  

Only  members with 4 weight rods or larger will be allowed to fish on the Monday Sessions 
You must have a creel in your possession to fish in the park and on the stream 

Rubber-soled Hip Boots Only 

June 16 July 14 
August 18 September 15 October 20 



FIRST CLASS MAIL 

P.O. Box 8091 
Hicksville, NY  11802 

 LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS COMING EVENTS 
June - 2008 

June 3 General Meeting - 8:00 P.M. 
 Barbeque with Paul at 6:00 to 7:30  
 Casting with Herman on the lawn 
 LIFR Photo Contest - See page 7 for rules 
 Guest Speaker: Captain Craig Cantelmo 
 “Saltwater Fly Fishing Opportunities on L.I.” 
June 13-15 Deerfield River Trip, MA 
 Contact: Susan & Howie Solomon (516) 997-9451 
June 16 Connetquot State Park - Monday Fishing Trip 
 See Page 8 for Details & Info 
 Contact:  Lee Weil - (516) 997-6743 
June 19 Peconic River Bass Trip 
 Contact:  Lee Weil - (516) 997-6743 
June 20 Sunken Meadow Saltwater Trip 
 Contact:  Paul McCain - (516) 536-1418 
June 24 Board Meeting 
 7:30 P.M. at the Levittown VFW Hall 

2008 Dues are Due 


