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THE CURSE IS LIFTED!… 
 

Tony and Karen Agnese must have paid off a 
Gypsy and had her lift the curse from the Flyrodders. 
For the first time in recorded history, or maybe as far 
back as I can remember, we had a camping trip with 
no rain. The Farmington trip came off perfectly, with 
great food, an excellent campfire, both Friday and 
Saturday nights, and we even did some fishing. I 
don’t think Tony and Karen had anything to do with 
the all day hatches, but it sure gave us something to 
do between all the eating. I had some great dry fly ac-
tion during the day and at night, just below the camp 
ground, there were fish splashing all around me. Ty-
ing on a size 16 White Wulff in the dark was the only 
thing that slowed down the hits I was getting. 
            In mid July we found some Flyrodders helping 
out at a Casting for Recovery (CFR) retreat at Con-
netquot State Park. With the help of our friends at 
Trout Unlimited, we hosted 12 participants at the 
park. CFR was the recipient of the Order of the    

Angle at our dinner dance last November and they are 
living up to their reputation. It was a pleasure to see 
such a well organized event, they even managed to 
have the fish cooperate. There was a lot of laughing 
and screams of “I got one” all up and down the river 
and we even managed to keep the rain away most of 
the day. If you are interested in getting involved with 
CFR, contact Lee Weil or check them out at www.
castingforrecovery.org            
            At our July meeting, we had a great presenta-
tion from Captain Rob Thompson on flats boats and 
some of the bargains available. For all the frugal 
members (frugal sounds better than cheap), he really 
gave us some great pointers on where to look for 
those price conscious deals on some flats boats. For 
those quick get aways, I like to hit the local ponds 
here on the Island. For our August speaker, we have 
Tom Schichter with a presentation on “Fishing Long 
Island Ponds and Lakes”. Don’t forget our summer 
barbeque meetings with Chef Paul McCain manning 
the grill, starting at 6 pm and ending at  7:30, before 
the meeting. What can be better? A fun night out talk-
ing about fishing and we’ll even feed you. 
 
 See you on the river, 

Mike 
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For Your Nymphormation 
 

by Lee Weil 

            As the summer progresses and the water 
temperatures rise, we, as anglers, are presented with 
certain problems relating to the successful catch and 
release of our trout.  Unfortunately, many of the an-
glers I see on the river are not aware of the damage 
they do.  Just recently, I overheard an “experienced  
angler” advise a novice who had hooked a good 
sized fish, to “play him for awhile and let him get 
good and tired”.  The air temp was 92; the water 68, 
and the fish’s chance for survival close to zero.  
When I see this sort of thing being passed on as in-
struction it is apparent that many of us need to be-
come better educated. 
            Hot weather not only affects the water tem-
perature, it also causes a decline in oxygen available 
to fish. That is why you will see fish congregating 
around feeders, spring holes and spillways.  These 
fish are trying their best to survive, and to target 
them at these areas during the summer months is 
unethical and unsportsmanlike.  They have no other 
option but to put themselves in the only place they 
can receive oxygen and cooler water, while making 
themselves more vulnerable to predators and an-
glers.  The last thing they need is to be hooked and 
stressed, which totally depletes their limited energy 
and resources. The fish may swim away sluggishly, 
but it’s more than likely it will go belly up and be-
come seagull food in short order. 

            There are several things we can do to increase 
survival rates for trout during the hot months. One op-
tion is to forego fishing for trout and turn your atten-
tion to the warm water species, such as bass, pickerel 
and blue gills.  Not only are you giving the trout a 
break, but you will be pleasantly surprised how much 
fun it is to fight a bull bluegill on a 4 weight. After all, 
who wants to eat hamburgers all year?   
            Tailwater fisheries will provide cooler, better 
oxygenated water, which will enable to fish to recover 
more quickly after being fought.  Targeting these wa-
ters will not only give your fish a better survival rate, 
but will also provide better fishing.  Still, you should 
be sure to do as much as possible to protect and revive 
your trout.  Use the heaviest tippet you can, and play 
the fish quickly. This is the one time of year I do use a 
net for big fish, simply because I can get them under 
control to unhook them faster. Remove the hook 
while the fish is in the net, and then cradle it until you 
feel it can maintain a vertical position.  Once it is us-
ing it’s tail to hold itself upright you can ease the net 
out from under it and then support it till it swims out 
of your hands.  This may take a few minutes, espe-
cially if the fish fought hard and is fatigued.  But think 
about this, isn’t that a small price to pay for knowing 
you’ve done your job as a responsible angler to assure 
that twenty-incher will survive to thrill 
someone else on day?    

The Lowdown on High Temps 

Back by popular demand!! 
 

Chef Paul McCain will be grilling on the lawn before the General Meeting. 
Starting at 6:00 pm and finishing at 7:30 pm 



 
        Annual Club Dinner & Awards 
 

            Given the success of last years LIFR dinner, we will again hold our annual gala at the Stuart Thomas 
Manor in Farmingdale.  The annual LIFR club dinner is an opportunity to share the camaraderie of our club 
members with your spouse, significant other or friends.  It’s also an opportunity to acknowledge the contribu-
tions and hard work of our members thru awards for their service to the club.  This year’s dinner will be held 
Saturday, November 19 at the Stuart Thomas Manor, 2143 Boundary Ave. Farmingdale NY.  The $45 per person 
cost will cover hors d’oeuvres and a five entrée’ buffet, beer and wine, soft drinks, tea, coffee and desert.  A cash 
bar for those wishing liquor will also be available.  Music will be provided via CDs, and our private room will 
have a dance floor.   Members and their guests wishing to attend may send the attached reservation form along 
with their payment to either Joe Otterstedt or Al Westbrook at the addresses listed on the form. You may also 
signup and provide payment at the club meetings.  Please set aside the date so you can join us for dinner, dancing 
and good company; it’ll be a great night out! 

  Annual Club Dinner & Awards Reservation Form 
  Saturday, November 19 at the Stuart Thomas Manor, Farmingdale NY 
 
  Name:  ________________________Number of People Attending:   __________ 
 
  Payment (@ $45 per person) Amount by Check  Enclosed: __________________ 
 
 
  Send form and payment to:  A. Westbrook,  1978 Charles St, Bellmore NY 11710 or 
                                                   J. Otterstedt, 14 Cambridge Drive, Smithtown NY 11787 

When Howie asked me to go bonefishing on 
Grand Bahama to celebrate our 20 anniversary, we 
had no idea that Dennis would come along, too. 
Howie's plan was to go wading on the flats so that I 
could get used to handling a heavier rod. He told me 
the water was calm like a lake and crystal clear. He 
told me that most of the time there was very little 
wind. That was before Howie and I met Dennis. It is 
very rare for a hurricane to strike in July, but while 
Dennis was pounding Florida with wind and rain, we 
were feeling his effects on Grand Bahama. The wa-
ter lost its clarity and you couldn't walk on the beach 
without getting pelted with sand.  

The fishing gear sat in the closet while we found 
other things to do and see. The island is still recover-
ing from last year's hurricane that hit hard. The air-
port is rebuilt (on higher ground) and a lot of hotels 
and businesses are still closed. The old casino was 
flooded and a new one has taken its place.  

The day before we had to return home, the wind 

died down and we seized the opportunity to go bone-
fishing on Capt. Phil's boat. On the lawn back home 
I was able to cast 40 ft. and hit a target. Add water, 
anxiety and a rocking boat and everything changes. I 
gave it a shot, but knew I wasn't ready. I switched 
places with Howie and watched how bonefishing 
was supposed to be done. From high atop his perch, 
Capt. Phil called out the numbers of a clock as he 
spotted bonefish and told Howie where to cast. This 
is no sport for the analog clock-challenged. When 
Capt. Phil says, "nine o'clock", you have only one 
opportunity to lay your fly down in the nine o'clock 
position. Bonefish spook easily.  

On our ride around the island we saw rays, per-
mit, shark, shad and of course, bonefish. To eyes that 
are used to trout and bass, this was quite a treat. Al-
though I wasn't able to catch a bonefish, I take solace 
in knowing that the fly I tied, did. At some future 
date Howie and I will go bonefishing again... but 
we're not inviting Dennis. 

Two's Company, Three's a Crowd                
By Susan Solomon  
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What… No Rain?  
By Gil Padovani 

the hatch and leave it open for six hours. Of course, 
the ever-present ladies at the office were nowhere to 
be seen so, I walked around the premises looking for a 
good Samaritan willing to give me a jump-start. There 
was only one other occupant on the campgrounds and 
she was in her car ready to leave. I ran to her and said, 
“Excuse me, I’m on site 26 and my battery is dead. 
Can you please give me a boost?”  Just as she said 
“No problem”, this big black dog in the back of her 
car started to bark at me all the while showing me a 
set of teeth that could crush an elephant bone.  
            “Get in the car, I’ll drive you there” she said. 
“No, that’s OK” I replied. “I need the exercise and the 
walk will do me good”. Of course, I would have pre-
ferred riding in the car but the sight of that dog gnaw-
ing on my arm gave me the incentive to walk. I got to 
my Jeep, hooked up the jumper cables and the engine 
kicked off on the first try. I headed for home and al-
most ran over a porcupine crossing the road by the en-
trance of the campgrounds. From there on, it was 
smooth sailing home. When I reached the Tappan Zee 
Bridge it started to pour. I looked up, smiled and said 
“Too late Saint Peter. The camping trip is over!” Let’s 
just hope, he won’t get even with us in August at the 
Housatonic. 

Kudos are in order for the entire Agnese fam-
ily. Tony and Karen did the planning, made reserva-
tions, assigned campsites, cooked and fed three meals 
a day to 27 members and did all the after-meals clean-
ups. Not to be excluded is Tony and Karen’s son,   
Anthony Agnese who, as in past camping trips, took 
charge of starting and stoking a roaring campfire the 
size of a burning barn. Come to think of it, our club 
provides name tags to some of our members showing 
their names and positions. For example, mine says 
“Gil Padovani, Webmaster”. Why not make one for 
Anthony that says “Anthony Agnese, Club Pyroma-
niac”? 

This year’s camping/fishing trip to the Farm-
ington River was not only a success but also a very 
unusual one, at least for me.  

On Sunday afternoon, Peter Van Buskirk and I 
set out for our secret and usually productive river lo-
cation (known only to us and about five hundred other 
people).  On the way there, we saw a group of guys, 
all bunched up together, standing on the downstream 
side of a pool. I swear they were so close to each 
other that they could have danced like the Rockettes 
at Radio City Music Hall.  At first, I forgot where I 
was and I thought it was opening day in New Jersey’s 
Manasquan River but then both Peter and I assumed 
they were there to get casting lessons. We were wrong 
on both counts. What these people were doing was 
watching a huge black bear less than four hundred 
feet upstream cooling off in the water. We stopped the 
car and sat there watching this big bruin with a yellow 
tag in its ear eyeing the fishermen downstream as if to 
say “I wonder if they taste good”. The bear then 
turned its eyes toward us, decided he had enough 
nightmares for the day and slowly retreated to the se-
curity of the woods. 

It was also a very unusual Flyrodders trip in 
that the Almighty forgot to tell Saint Peter to turn the 
spigots on. I’m not sure how that happened but this 
had to be the first LIFR camping trip in a decade that 
not a drop of rain fell on us. None appreciated this 
more than Linda Macy on Sunday night. She bravely 
took her cot outside and decided to sleep under the 
stars. When I asked her how she slept, she replied “Oh 
fine!”  Of course, while she was saying this, she was 
scratching her legs, neck and arms where the Con-
necticut air force (AKA mosquitos) had left those lit-
tle red bumps. 

On Monday, I was the last of our group to 
leave the campgrounds. Actually, I should have said, 
“attempted to leave,” because my Jeep wouldn’t kick 
over. That’s what you get when you forget to close 
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Farmington River, Connecticut 
Austin Hawes Campgrounds 

June 24 -  26, 2005 

Campfire Saturday night Pres. Mike Gelber, Corinne Gelber, Frank Chin, 
Stan Paroly & Linda Macy 

Tony, Karen & Anthony 
Agnese. Great Job guys! 

Chow line at breakfast 
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CONNETQUOT RIVER TRIPS  - 2005 
In response to the demand for the limited spaces available for our Monday Connetquot River State Park trips,  

the following guidelines are in effect: 
Members attending the meetings have first priority, followed by those members, chronologically received, 
who call in the day after the meeting for the remaining spaces available. Reservations are available for 32  

anglers for each session; 64 for both sessions. The cost of each session is $20.00. No checks will be accepted;  
EXACT CHANGE, CASH ONLY,  NO SINGLES, 

to be paid at the general meeting or at the park for call-in reservations. Anglers fishing the morning sessions 
must be at the park by 7:30 a.m. Cancellations must be made by 7:00 p.m. the Saturday before the session.   

No advance reservations will be accepted. 
Hours:      8:00 AM to 12:00 PM  &   1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

For Details call Wolfgang Porté -  (516) 741-2342— Before 9:00 pm 
CONNETQUOT DATES - 2005       

                                                         
                                            

     
Only  members with 4 weight rods or larger will be allowed to fish on the Monday Sessions 

August 15 September 19 October 17 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Call for information on our schools and free seminars 
 
 

50 Glen Cove Road, Greenvale, NY 11548  (516) 484-1860 
Open daily 10 - 7, Thursday 10 - 8, Saturday 10 - 6, Sunday 11 - 5 

ORVIS 

® 

A Sp o r t i ng  Tra d i t i o n  
Since 1856 

Complete Fly-Fishing & 
Wingshooting Outfitters 

Classic Country Fashions 
For Men & Women 

Rugged Outdoor Wear 

Distinctive Gifts for the 
Country Home 

The club is putting together a book of 
club members and their favorite flies.               
See Paul McCain at the meeting for       

details. 

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS !     
The August15th Connetquot trip will be coordinated by Wolfgang Porte. Please 

direct your requests for reservations to him at 516-741-2342.  

The next session of the "Favorite Flies" series will 
be Saltwater Flies in  September with  

Paul McCain as instructor 
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   Berkley has a program for recycling used 
fishing line.  If you call them and you are a 
business, they will send you a shipping box 
(prepaid) to send in the line.  Their only 

stipulation is that the line be clean and free of all debris, 
hooks, and metal attachments.    
              1-800-BERKLEY or (712) 336-1520. 
     If you are not a business and you have a bag of line, 
send it to the following 
address.  Remember that birds 
and marine animals become 
entangled in fishing line.  Do 
what you can. Make sure the 
line is clean of debris, hooks, and metal attachments.   
Berkley recycles the line into artificial fishing structures. 

Berkley Recycle Program 
1900 18th Street 
Spirit Lake, Iowa   51360 

 

 ORVIS, Thomas & Thomas, Scott, Ex-Officio, Chota, Tarponwear 
 

ANGLERS’ DEN 
11 East Main Street 
Pawling, NY  12564 

Located in the historic Village of Pawling 
 
 

www.Anglers-Den.com  
Info@Anglers-Den.com 

845-855-5182 

                            

Torrey Collins 
Store Manager 

24 Kent Road • Cornwall Bridge, Connecticut  06754 
Telephone: (860) 672-1010 

THE “CAMPTHE “CAMPTHE “CAMPTHE “CAMP----SITE”SITE”SITE”SITE”    
SPORT SHOPSPORT SHOPSPORT SHOPSPORT SHOP    

L.I.'S  LARGEST  FLY  FISHING  SHOP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
 

S A G E  ·  L O O M I S  ·  L A M S O N  ·  A B E L  ·  B A U E R  

B I L L Y  P A T E  ·  M E T Z  ·  F I L S O N  ·  S I M M S  

S C I E N T I F I C  A N G L E R S  ·  O R V I S  ·  S T . C R O I X  

L O O P  ·  R O G U E  ·  C O L U M B I A  ·  C O R T L A N D  
 

 
R O UT E  1 1 0  ( C O RN E R  W .  1 6 t h  ST . )  

H U NT I NG T O N  ST AT IO N ,  NY  
( 6 3 1 )  2 7 1 - 4 9 6 9  

2 4  H O U R  F AX  ( 6 3 1 )  2 7 1 - 9 6 2 1  
C O N T AC T  U S  AT :  C A M P S I T E L I @ AO L . C O M  

 

OPEN 7 DAYS  

 

Fir Brook Flies & Supplies 
“Your Source for Small Streams & Native Brookies” 

 

Rich and Barbara Bradley 
 

Dry Flies Tied on Location - Expert Guide Service 
Equipment Rental - Daily Stream Reports 

TU Members - 10% Discount 
 

Fir Brook Flies & Supplies Shop 
2 Pearl Street - Livingston Manor, NY  12758 

Phone/Fax :  845-439-4046 
www.firbrookflies.com     e-mail: rich@firbrookflies.com 

 

To conserve, protect and restore North America’s cold water fisheries and their watersheds. 

The Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at: 

Hicksville VFW Hall 
320 S. Broadway 

Hicksville at 7:30 p.m. 
Visitors are always welcome. 

 

See www.longislandtu.org for more info. 

 

For fly tying classes, contact: 
Mike Gelber: (516) 221-9508 

 

 For casting classes, contact: 
 Herman Abrams: (516) 593-6024  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAPT. KEN KUHNER 
GUIDE SERVICE  

 

Website:  www.coldspringfly.com   
  E-mail: captken@villagenet.com 
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             The undersigned hereby applies for membership or renewal, in the LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS, INC. ("LIFR").  
 I understand the inherent risk in participating in the activities of LIFR, including fishing trips, of one day or longer, which LIFR may make 
available to members. I understand that LIFR activities may take me into remote areas, and that I may not be able to be promptly 
evacuated or receive proper medical care in the event of injury or disease.  I further understand that I am solely responsible for all costs of 
medical treatment and transportation.   

Intending to be legally bound, for myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators, except to the extent that indemnity insurance is 
available, I waive, release, indemnify, and hold harmless, LIFR, its Officers, Board of Directors, and members, against any and all claims 
for personal injury, disease, death, and property damage or loss, that I may incur, arising out of or connected in any way with any and all 
LIFR activities. I assume the risk of undertaking all LIFR activities, including related travel.  
 
Member Signature: ________________________________________      Date: ________________________ 
 
Print name:             ______________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                 
Address:            _________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Home phone:      (           ) ______________________________________  
           
Office phone:      (           ) ______________________________________ 
 
E-mail address: (optional)______________________________________ 
 
Consent given to post e-mail address on LIFR Web Site:   Yes (       )  No 
(        ) 
                                         
Family Application must be signed by each Family Member or Guardian, as applicable. 
 
Dues:  Individual $30.00 ____    Family (including children under 16 yrs) $40.00 ____    Junior (under 18 yrs) $15.00 ____ 
 
Mail this form to:        LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS, INC 

 P.O. 8091 
 Hicksville, NY 11802  

 
In case of emergency, when reasonably  
feasible, contact: 
 
Name: ______________________________ 
 
Relationship: _________________________ 
 
Home Phone: (           ) _________________ 
 
Office Phone: (           ) _________________ 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

! 

! 

PHOTO CONTEST RULES 
1.   PRINTS ONLY 4” x 6” (color or black & white); subject fly fishing 

2.   Put your name and phone number on back of the photo in small letters 

3.   All photos submitted may be used by LIFR, e.g., Flyrodder and lifr.org  

4.   There will be play-off contests at each Club meeting June through October 

5.   Three winners will be picked by members present at each of those meetings 

6.   All winning photos will be entered in the Dinner Dance GRAND CONTEST 

7.    Members present at the Dinner Dance will select the three Grand Prize winners 

8.   In case of a tie or dispute, the decision of the Chair will be final 

9.   All photos are to be handed or mailed to: 

LIFR Photo Contest 
% Bob Skoy, Chair 

328 Bedell St 
Freeport NY 11520-5132 

516 379-7600 
flyline@hotmail.com 



FIRST CLASS MAIL 

P.O. Box 8091 
Hicksville, NY  11802 

 LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS COMING EVENTS 
August - 2005 

August 2 General Meeting - 8:00 P.M. 
 Cookout on the lawn at 6:00 to 7:30 
 Speaker:  Tom Schichter 
 “Fishing Long Island Ponds and Lakes” 
August 5 Housatonic River , CT- Camping 
to Aug. 8 Contact:  Mike Gelber  (516) 221-9508 
 See details on website 
August 12 Casting for Recovery Retreat 
to Aug. 14 Contact: Lee Weil    (516) 997-6743 
August 15 Monday Fishing at Connetquot State Park 
 Contact: Wolfgang Porté   (516) 741-2342 
 See Page 7 for details 
August 18 Board Meeting 
 7:30 P.M. at the Levittown VFW Hall 
  
August 26 Yellow Breeches, Boiling Springs, PA 
to Aug. 28 Contact:  Joe Otterstedt  (631) 361-8145 
 Details & info on website 
  


