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This Month’s Meeting: 
July 7, 2015 

 

GUEST SPEAKER: 
 

Chris Visco 
 

“Online Fishing Diaries,                               
More Than Just Memories” 

BBQ at 6:30 before the meeting 

John Langan with a nice bass he caught on a trip with  
Capt. Rob Thompson. John scored the trip by winning the raffle 

prize at the club meeting. 



 

 MERCHANDISE CORNER             
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 

 
 
 
 

 
Come see Nora for the best deals in town on all our LIFR branded 
items. 
 
Get ready for fishing season with LIFR merchandise at prices you 
can't refuse.  
 
Everything is priced to move. 
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 Annmarie and I had the good fortune of attend-
ing the Farmington River trip this past month hosted 
by Charlie DeStefano. What a fantastic job he did. 
 There's something special about our camping 
trips hosted by LIFRS and the love that goes into 
them. It's a great way to share experiences with other 
Flyrodders in the club. Speaking of trips,  Annmarie 
and I will also be hosting our second annual trip to the 
Housatonic River. So, if you haven't signed up, please 
do so at the next meeting which will be your last op-
portunity. The date is July 31 - August 2. The cost is 
$85 and is due at the July meeting. 
 I am always looking to find new members to 
join our club so if there's anyone that you think might 
be interested in fly fishing bring them to our monthly 
meeting. Let them have a taste of the camaraderie that 
goes on at the Long Island Flyrodders. 
 Continuing a LIFR tradition of long-standing, 
the club will be holding a family picnic, on July 12 at 
Cedar Creek Park in Seaford, NY. Cost will be $5 per 
person. It will be a great time for members, kids and 
family. More info on page 7. 
 
Most importantly, 
Tight lines, 
Rich Cosgrove 

 I would like to wish everybody a happy Fourth 
of July and hope that you and your family stay safe. I 
am looking forward to seeing you at the July 7th bar-
becue taking place before our regular meeting at 6:30. 
Try to get there a little early and get some casting tips 
from our casting instructor, Tony Ertola. I would also 
like to take this opportunity to thank all the guys that 
stepped up to the plate when I asked them to cover the 
barbecue at the June meeting. I also need to recognize 
the guys that are always there helping every month 
with the barbecue. You all do a great job! 
 Lots of changes are taking place for the Long 
Island Flyrodders. Many of you are not aware because 
things get done behind the scenes very quietly. At this 
time, I feel the need to thank those people that have 
given continuous service to the club and are always 
stepping up and filling in the voids that are taking 
place. It's that smooth transition that couldn't happen 
without the club’s dedicated members.  
 On behalf of the board and myself, I would like 
to acknowledge Cliff Dies for all his years of service 
in running the raffle table. He has done a fantastic job 
and will be greatly missed.  
 I would also like to thank all the people that 
helped with the Connetquot River State Park Day. I 
heard it was another banner day, thanks. 



 

 

For Your Nymphormation 
By Lee Weil 

bluefish emerged from the 
depths to grab the Clouser. I 

laughed when I missed him – too much slack to react in 
time.  Jeff hooked up behind me and landed his; another 
blue. Shortly afterward I hooked into another, and I 
swear he was so close I could see the angry expression 
on his face as he savaged the fly. 
 Later on, we worked the rip and got our sea legs 
tested. Casting a double haul on terra firma is one thing, 
but it’s really much more fun with a rolling deck be-
neath your feet.  Fishing off the stern, stripping back 
through the waves, I saw an apparition that stopped me 
cold. Three shapes, sun reflecting off silver and stripes, 
came charging out of a wave behind the transom.  The 
captain yelled “STRIP! STRIP” jolting me out of my 
trance just in time to set the hook on the one farthest to 
the left.  The bass took off, burning the line through my 
fingers while I prayed out loud for the line not to foul 
around my feet.  We laughed when the fish was safely 
on the reel, peeling line off into the rip and making me 
brace myself against the gunwale.  After a tough battle I 
managed to bring it alongside for a photo.  As I released 
it, the fish bit down firmly on my thumb and shook his 
head, scraping the hide off my knuckle before splashing 
me in the face and swimming off.  Jeff’s next fish was 
also a striper, comparable in size and girth, that tested 
the rod blank severely before surrendering.  Another 
photo session and he too was returned to fight another 
day  (See below). 
 All too soon it was time to head back in, arms 
sore from fighting fish and images of shadows charging 
up from the bottom burned into my memory.  The fish, 
the seals, and a perfect day on the water.  It just don’t 
get any better than that. 

 After promising our-
selves we would book a trip 
with Capt. Jeff Becker for two years, we finally put it 
together and made a date.  We couldn’t have picked a 
better day; the sun was shining and the breeze was just 
enough to keep us comfortable, but not to make casting 
a fly rod difficult, especially since Capt. Jeff put us 
close to the fish. 
 As we motored out of the Orient Point marina 
on the “JayKay” the sun rose on a perfect sea; the riffles 
sparkling light on the surface.  We immediately found 
fish, and hooked up with some feisty blues.  We 
bounced between the flocks of terns that cried “Fish! 
Fish!”; working back and forth past huge rocks, visible 
on the ebb tide.  We were so intent on the fishing that I 
didn’t notice the audience we had.  There, lying on the 
rocks like sunbathers on the beach, were several seals.  
When the captain pointed them out I was amazed. I had 
seen seals from boats many times, but never at that 
range. He was kind enough to indulge me and we took a 
break from the action to take pictures.  He eased up 
closer until I was able to get some good shots, and I was 
surprised to see the different colors in their coats.  They 
watched us with some interest, but soon decided we 
were harmless and went back to basking and ignored us 
with their eyes closed, noses turned up into the sun and 
tails curled. 
 After the photo shoot we moved on to the rock 
strewn shore of a nearby island. Capt. Jeff threaded the 
boat in and out of pockets, playing it through the cur-
rents caused by the confusion of the ending ebb.  The 
birds continued to confirm his suspicions, and the fish 
kept showing up.   I was casting off the port and out of 
the corner of my eye I saw a boil a mere 6 feet off the 
bow. I did a reverse roll cast on top of the spot and a        

Blues Off The Bow; Stripers Off The Stern                                   

Tight Lines & God bless,  Lee 
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From the archives - August 2009 



 

Flyrodder Magic 
 
 Howie and I had the good fortune to 
attend back to back trips to the Delaware 
and Farmington rivers.  Dan Van Buskirk, 
who ran the Delaware trip, now lives in PA.  
He said the only thing he misses about 
Long Island is the Flyrodders. 
 Bill Gordon fit the Farmington trip into 
his journey up from his home in Florida and 
echoed the same sentiment as Dan. 
 Both trips included first timers as well 
as seasoned veterans and after a short time 
together, everyone was the same – a Long 
Island Flyrodder. 
 I’m not sure what the magic is that 
makes this Club so special, but kudos to all 
those who go out of their way to make it 
work so well. 
 
 
Article & photos by Susan Solomon Gathered at Smith's Colonial Motel                                     

by the Delaware River 

Dinner at the campground by the Farmington River 
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Despite the rain and the chill, the barbeque goes on. 

General Meeting - June 2, 2015 
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 At a recent lecture given by Dr. Carl Safina at the Alan Alda Center for Communicating Science, 
Stony Brook University, it was announced that a university program entitled Earthstock: A Celebration of 
Earthday, had awarded “Environmentalist of the Year” winners in 3 categories for 2014.  
 Environmentalist of the Year, in the “Community Member” category, was presented to our very 
own  Edward J. Zero, for providing outstanding leadership in addressing a major environmental issues 
on Long Island AND serving as a model of ecological sensitivity for others in the region to follow in daily 
life and work. 
 Also honored: Educator/Professional: Michael White, Stony Brook Student: Tesia Moore. 
 Long Island Flyrodders congratulates you, Ed, and joins you in your efforts to preserve and pro-
tect Long Island’s beautiful environmental resources. 
  

Edward J. Zero,  
LIFR Board Member,  

Honored 

Flyrodders in the News 

New Members - June 2015 
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Debbie Logan Jonna Denmark-Berry Tony Curatola 



 

                        
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Call for information on our schools and free seminars 

 
The  Gallery at Westbury Plaza 

Garden City, NY  11530 
516-794-1681 

ORVIS 

® 

A Sp o r t i ng  Tra d i t io n  
Since 1856 

Complete Fly-Fishing & 
Wingshooting Outfitters 

Classic Country Fashions 
For Men & Women 

Rugged Outdoor Wear 

Distinctive Gifts for the 
Country Home 
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 Fishing Photos 
 We need your fishing photos for our website 
photo galleries!!  It’s a very easy process. Just email 

your favorite fishing related photos to  
webmanager@liflyrodders.org, with a brief          

description. 
  If you're a fan of our Facebook page, you can 

add them directly there and we'll copy them to the 
website's photo gallery.    

Roy Placet -  Webmanager@liflyrodders.org 
 www.liflyrodders.org/ 

LIFR Needs You! 
 

Our club needs volunteers. 
Please donate some of your time to help out at 

meetings and for other important club busi-
ness. 

If you can spare a little of your time, please 
see Pres. Rich Cosgrove, Wolfgang Porté, or 

any Board Member  for information.   
Thank You 

RiverBayOutfitters.com 

Long Island Flyrodders Family Picnic 
 

July 7, 2015 
Sunday  - 12:00 

Cedar Creek Park, Seaford, NY 
$5 per person 

 

Contact:  Lee Weil 
riderntyer@aol.com 

516-997-6743 



   Berkley has a program for recycling used 
fishing line.  If you call them and you are a 
business, they will send you a shipping box 
(prepaid) to send in the line.  Their only stipulation 

is that the line be clean and free of all debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  Here’s the Berkley number.  
 1-800-BERKLEY or 1-800-237-5539 
     If you are not a business and you have a bag of line, 
send it to the following address.  Remember that birds and 
marine animals become entangled in fishing line.  Do what 
you can. Make sure the line is clean of debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  

Berkley recycles the line  
Into artificial fishing 

structures. 

Berkley Recycle Program 
1900 18th Street 
Spirit Lake, Iowa   51360 

THE “CAMP-SITE” 
SPORT SHOP 

L.I.'S  LARGEST  FLY  FISHING  SHOP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
 

S A G E  ·  L O O M I S  ·  L AM S O N ·  A B E L  ·  B A U E R  
A I R F L O  ·  M E T Z ·  T I B O R ·  S I M M S  

S C I E N T I F I C  A NG L E R S  ·  O R V I S ·  S T . C R O I X  
  S C O T T F L Y R O D S ·  WH I T I N G    

 

 
RO UT E 110  ( CO RNE R W.  16 t h  ST . )  

HUNT INGT ON ST AT IO N,  NY  
( 631)  271 - 4969  

24 HO UR F AX  ( 631 )  271 - 9621  
C O N T AC T  U S  AT :  

W WW .C AM P S IT E S P OR T SH OP . C OM 
 

OPEN 7  DAYS  

 “So, do we want to go steelhead fishing this 
year?” someone asked. “Yes!” “We haven’t been in a 
few years, and who knows what’s going to happen.” 
 That’s how this year’s trip started sometime in 
the summer. We had a problem though. Where will we 
go first? Dunkirk or Albion. Because we knew we 
were using Reel Action, we asked them. And as you 
might expect, they did not know either because our 
To conserve, protect and restore North America’s cold water fisheries and their watersheds. 

The Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at: 

Hicksville VFW Hall 
320 S. Broadway 

Hicksville at 7:30 p.m. 
Visitors are always welcome. 

 

See www.longislandtu.org for more info. 

For fly tying classes, contact: 
Wolfgang Porté:  (516) 741-2342 

 

 For casting classes, contact: 
  

CRT                                               
Can’t remember things? We're Here to 
Help! Send us your e-mail address and 

we'll remind you of upcoming events and 
monthly meetings. Send to:                               

Wolfgang Porté - 
whporte@optonline.net          

Attention Flyrodders 
Accessing our old web site, www.lifr.org, will 
automatically redirect you to our new web site, 
www. liflyrodders.org. Access to our old site 
is no longer available, but you’ll find all your 

old favorites and club information  
on the new site.  

Email can be addressed to Roy Placet, our 
webmaster at:  

webmanager@liflyrodders.org 
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Fishing Stories 
 

The best way to fish 
when not on a river: 

Letters to Mack - 
A trilogy by  

Tom McCoy                    

Go to: 
 www.tomsfishingstories.com 
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January 1, 2015 - December 31, 2015 



FIRST CLASS MAIL 

P.O. Box 8091 
Hicksville, NY  11802 

 LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS COMING EVENTS 
July - 2015 

  
July 7 General Meeting - 8 pm 
 Guest Speaker:  Chris Visco 
 “Online Fishing Diaries: 
   More Than Just Memories” 
 BBQ - 6:30 pm before the meeting 
  
July 12  Long Island Flyrodders Family Picnic 
 Cedar Creek Park, Seaford, NY 
 Sunday - 12:00    $5.00  per person 
 Contact:  Lee Weil 
 riderntyer@aol.com     (516) 997-6743 
  
July 28 Board Meeting 
  
July 31 - Aug 2 Housatonic River, CT - Camping Trip 
Friday to Sunday Contact:  Rich Cosgrove 
 rcosgrove50@gmail.com 
  
  
  

2015 Dues are Due 

For more info on trips visit our website - liflyrodders.org 


