
The   PUBLISHED BY 

   The Flyrodder 
    is a monthly publication of  

   The Long Island Flyrodders, Inc. 
Editor, In Memoriam, Gian Padovani 

 
 

Morty Schneiderman, Editor 
90-60 Union Turnpike 
Glendale, NY  11385 
LIFRnews@aol.com 

 

 
Jeff Farrell 

Circulation Manager 
 

The Long Island Flyrodders 
meet at 8:00 PM on the  

first Tuesday of each Month 
at the:   Levittown VFW Hall    

55 Hickory Lane 
(North of Hempstead Turnpike 
& West of Jerusalem Avenue) 

 
 
 
 

2011 OFFICERS: 
 

Susan Solomon    
President  
 
Lee Weil 
Vice President 
 
Jim Foley 
Secretary 
 
Dan Roper 
Treasurer 

 
 
 

Legal Counsel 
Robert I. Skoy, Esq. 

  
Webmaster 

Gordon Mueller 

God Bless America 

www. 
Liflyrodders. 

org 

This Month’s Meeting: 
December 6, 2011 

President Susan Solomon accepting the 
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Vice President Lee Weil at the 2011 LIFR Annual Awards Dinner 
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 Our Awards Banquet was, once again, a lovely 
affair.  Thanks to Jim Foley, who procured the res-
taurant and Lee Weil and her awards committee for 
all their hard work.  Pictures of the event have been 
placed on our website.  Gordon Mueller, was the 
winner of the GLoomis rod raffle.  I’d also like to 
thank all those who attended the banquet for making 
it a success and to those who supported the club by 
buying rod raffle tickets.  I am the proud recipient of 
an engraved granite vise base, for which I thank you 
all.  I can see an improvement in my fly tying since I 
started using it! 
 Flyrodders, were seen all about the Flytying 
Symposium in Somerset.  Lee Weil, Paul McCain 
and Mark Wayne each had a booth at the show. 

Many of you have expressed interest in pur-
chasing a Flyrodder jacket.  Jim Foley will be taking 
names and sizes of all who are interested.  The jack-
ets are on sale for a limited time, and we’re trying to 

get our order together while the offer still holds.  If 
you are unsure of your size, just ask a member who 
has one to try it on for size.  Unfortunately, our teal 
color is no longer available, so the new jackets will 
be ordered in green.  Jackets must be paid for in full 
before the order is placed. 
 Please keep your fly donations coming in for 
the Somerset raffle.  We’re a little behind last year’s 
contributions and can use all the flies we can get.  
Discount tickets for the January 27-29 show will go 
on sale at the January meeting.  They will be avail-
able on a first come, first served basis, so if you’re 
interested, get one before they are gone.   

Don’t forget to stop by The Main Event on 
Tuesday December 13 for our fly tying night.  The 
more the merrier. 
 Howie and I wish everyone a very happy 
holiday season.   
 Susan 



f  y  n For Your Nymphormation 
 

by Lee Weil 

Deer Lee Beloved Custom Flies 
 

 Lee Weil 
 57 Cobalt Lane 

     Westbury, NY  11590 
 
    Custom tied flies of all 

kinds  in your choice 
of colors from tradi-
tional to exotic. Tying 
instructions available. 

Phone: 516-997-6743 
Email: info@leeweilflies.com 
http://www.leeweilflies.com 

LIFR Merchandise Corner  
 

See all of the new  
LIFR merchandise along with  

LIFR bargains at the  
"Merchandise Corner"  

operated by Nora Solomon 

The Grand Finale 

 We were into the third day of our annual “get-
together-off-the-job” fishing trip and this year I had the 
opportunity to introduce the gang to some new water on 
the Farmington River.  Unfortunately, the weather was 
far from perfect, with thunder storms and gusting winds 
on and off for the past two days, making the barometer 
act like a roller coaster. I attributed this to the fact that 
all but one of us were Long Island Flyrodders, and as 
anyone who has ever been on a Flyrodder trip can tell 
you, we can make it rain for a solid week in the middle 
of the Mojave desert.  
 Nonetheless, we were in good spirits as we 
pulled on our waders with the morning rain dripping off 
the cook tarp onto the back of our necks.  I was in my 
last set of dry clothes, but we were breaking camp that 
afternoon so it didn’t matter.  Our plan was to head for 
Ovation Pool, which would be the 6th pool we’d fish in 
2 days.  Our friends Laura and Tony had been given a 
whirlwind tour of our favorites spots on the river, and 
we hoped get one more in before they left.  
 When we made the turn over the bridge the sky 
began to brighten and the rain stopped.  We rambled 
along upstream till we got to the large gravel flat and 
decided to jump in there.  Jeff hooked into a very good 
fish but lost it to a rock monster in the deep run along 
the far bank.  Shortly after that Tony had a hit and a 
miss but contrary to dampening his enthusiasm it only 
served to fire him up. Laura and I had already waded 
out and were appealing to the others to abandon the 
pool and possibly have breakfast cooked before the 
next deluge started.  Neither Jeff nor Tony paid us any 

mind, and after being completely ignored we looked at 
each other and said “we may as well get back in and 
make a few more casts”.   
 We worked our way back out to the run under 
threatening skies and began to lob woolly buggers into 
the dark current.  I caught the swift lift of Laura’s rod 
out of the corner of my eye and looked over my shoul-
der to see her set the hook. The bend of her rod gave 
evidence of a nice fish and I called to her to take her 
time, and let me know when he gets tired.  The fish 
fought well, driving against the current in front of me 
while I circled back around her with my net.  As she 
deftly steered it my way I saw the dark olive back and 
dorsal fin and began to pray she wouldn’t lose it.  The 
fish cooperated and when it was safe in the net we ad-
mired it together.  It was a dark, hefty brown of about 
17 inches.  Laura let it rest in the water while I got the 
camera ready and then lifted it for a couple of quick 
pictures.  We became aware of an audience as a passing 
angler stopped to watch, and he nodded his congratula-
tions.  
 Laura bent down and carefully lifted the fish 
from the net once more, then eased it into the water.  As 
it swam away into the darkness of the pool she said 
“thank you; now go make someone else happy”.  
Words spoken in the true spirit of catch and release. 
 As we waded out together I looked up at the 
clouds and gave thanks for the fish, the friendship and 
the sharing of the river.  It truly was a grand finale.  
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Tight lines and God bless, Lee 



 Several years ago Herman graciously acceded to 
my suggestion that I interview him about his youth in 
Germany and his experiences upon coming to The 
United States.  My idea, at the time, was to write a bio-
graphical sketch for The Flyrodder.  I never did write 
that article but maybe now it’s appropriate to do so. 
 We met at Herman’s home and spoke for about 
an hour or so followed up by a wonderful house tour 
where I go to see amazing examples of Herman’s 
handiwork and inventions. 
 As Herman described it his life as a boy and 
teen in Germany began very comfortably but then got 
worse as Nazism spread.  His family lived in the agri-
cultural town of Delmenhorst where his father was the 
town butcher.  The family first settled in the area in the 
1600s and, over the years, gained much prestige for 
their large land holdings.  Herman’s grandfather was a 
prosperous landholder who had 30 to 40 people work-
ing his lands.  Herman, too, helped on the farm during 
school vacations.  His mechanical skills manifested 
themselves early on.  At age 14 he was able to repair a 
disabled tractor and put it back in service.   

Herman’s family was among the 120 Jewish 
families in town.  In 1915 his grandfather donated the 
money to build the towns’ synagogue which stood until 
its elimination by the Nazis in 1938. 

At the age of 14 Herman was sent to a boarding 
school in Hamburg because the quality of schooling 
there was better than in his home town.  By 1939 the 
Nazis were in full power and waging anti-Semitic cam-
paigns throughout Germany.  This resulted in Herman’s 
being expelled from the boarding school and directed to 
return home.  According Herman the headmaster 
warned him to leave quickly before he became the sub-
ject of physical violence. 

These were difficult times.  Fortunately, for 
Herman his family did well during the 1930’s world-
wide depression.  His family, already well respected, 
had earned great honor because of his father’s heroism 

in World War I.  Ironically enough, Herman’s father’s 
bravery earned a medal (Iron Cross 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
class) and Letter of Commendation from Hitler himself.  
During combat Herman’s father saved the life of the 
individual (Graf  Von Finklestein) who would later be-
come the head Nazi official for the entire region where 
Herman’s family lived.  Because of this, Herman’s 
family was able to receive permission leave Germany 
for the United States.  Herman was a teenager at the 
time. 

America entered the World War II just 2 years 
after Herman came to our shores.  Herman enlisted in 
the US Army and served honorably, in combat, until 
the war’s end.  In the years since he served in the Coast 
Guard Auxiallry.  Afterward he enrolled at Cooper Un-
ion where he studied engineering and established a ca-
reer as an engineer, inventor, machinist and outstanding 
interpreter of all things mechanical, assembled or disas-
sembled. 

After the war Herman met his wife, Doris, at a 
synagogue dance in Ridgewood, Queens. They have 3 
sons, 1 daughter, grandchildren and great grandchil-
dren. 

Herman became interested in fly fishing many 
years ago during a trip to the Catskills where he met 
Walt Dette one of the patriarchs of the Catskill style fly 
fishing.  Through the years he became friends with the 
Dette and Darby families.  These families are true stars 
in the stellar constellation of Fly Fishing history.  Over 
the years Herman became nationally renowned as fly 
caster, casting instructor and fly tier. 

More than equal to Herman’s accomplishments 
in engineering, inventing, military service and fly fish-
ing is his true generosity of spirit as a human being.  He 
always treated people with patience, respect and good 
humor.  He loved America and the things our country 
stands for.  He was a true member of the “Greatest 
Generation”.   He will be missed.  I consider him a true 
hero.  May we all carry on in his spirit.      

A Talk With Herman Abrams 
By Nick Friedman 

 

Our next knot tying class will be held 
on December 14.   

If you haven't already signed up, 
please do so at the                                    

December meeting. 

 
Please join us at the 

 December Holiday party for the 
world premier reading of  

"Twas the night before Fishmas." 
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 Flyfishing lost a great friend when 
Herman Abrams passed away.  Herman 
was a major force behind teaching hun-
dreds of fly fisherman to master the sport.  
With Herman’s tutelage, countless people 
learned to cast and care for their equip-
ment.  Herman manufactured fly tying 
tools as well as vices that enabled the dis-
abled to tie flies.  He was a long time 
member and Past President of our club. 
 Herman was a certified FFF instructor 
and won numerous international casting 
competitions, but most of all, Herman 
was a good friend.  Rest in Peace, Her-
man, you will be greatly missed. 
 
Susan 

Club jackets are back! 
 

Aramark 3-season jacket. 
 

Green with navy fleece lining and club logo. 
Cost will be $55 - $60 ..... a 40% discount. 

Order at December or January meeting. 

Herman giving pointers to Dane Kurian  

Al Battistelli Jim Foley 

Caleb Smith State Park 
Nissequogue River 
November 10, 2011 
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POSITION AVAILABLE 

Merchandise Manager                                                                    
No Experience Necessary 

Immediate opening available.  Seeking an able-bodied member to 
take over job of purchasing, and selling club merchandise at 

monthly meetings.  Apply at general meeting or send your note of 
interest to mrssolomon@aol.com.   
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Holiday Meeting 
 

Our December meeting will feature a grab bag.   
 

If you're interested in participating, bring a NEW, wrapped, fishing related gift 
worth approx. $15. to the meeting on Dec. 7. Don't forget to check out the  

LIFR merchandise for possible gift ideas. 

 

Come one, come all, to Fly Tying nights  

with the Long Island Flyrodders 

 Dates:                  The second Tuesday of each month from October 2011 through April of 2012 

 Includes:              Dedicated seating, soda and appetizers (not dinner) based on head count, great 
   friends and fun. 

 Address:              799 Old Country Road,  Plainview, NY 11803 

 Directions:          Rt 135 to exit 10, Old Country Road. 

     Turn West on Old Country Road, travel 500 feet,  

The Main Event Restaurant is on your left 

Restaurant Phone Number:       (516) 935-5120 



 
Welcome New Members: 
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Call for information on our schools and free seminars 

 
 

50 Glen Cove Road, Greenvale, NY 11548  (516) 484-1860 
Open daily 10 - 7, Thursday 10 - 8, Saturday 10 - 6, Sunday 11 - 5 

ORVIS 

® 

A Sp o r t i ng  Tra d i t io n  
Since 1856 

Complete Fly-Fishing & 
Wingshooting Outfitters 

Classic Country Fashions 
For Men & Women 

Rugged Outdoor Wear 

Distinctive Gifts for the 
Country Home 

Attention Flyrodders 
Accessing our old web site, www.lifr.org, will 
automatically redirect you to our new web site, 
www. liflyrodders.org. Access to our old site 
is no longer available, but you’ll find all your 

old favorites and club information  
on the new site.  

Email can be addressed to Gordon Mueller, 
our webmaster at:  

webmanager@liflyrodders.org 
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Fly Fishing Videos Available on DVD 
Now 

 
Thanks to Bob Picciano, our video li-
brary has been upgraded from VHS to 
DVD.   
See Bob at the Monthly Meetings to  
borrow a title.   
Check out our Web Site (liflyrodders.org)  

Somerset Fly Box 
 

We are now collecting flies for the Somer-
set Fly Box.  Contributors will be entered 
into a drawing for a special thank you 
prize.  Each 12 identical fresh water flies, 
10 identical salt water flies or $8.00 in cash 
entitles the donor to one chance at the raffle 
prize.  Peter Smith will be taking your do-
nations. 



   Berkley has a program for recycling used 
fishing line.  If you call them and you are a 
business, they will send you a shipping box 
(prepaid) to send in the line.  Their only stipulation 

is that the line be clean and free of all debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  Here’s the Berkley number.  
 1-800-BERKLEY or 1-800-237-5539 
     If you are not a business and you have a bag of line, 
send it to the following address.  Remember that birds and 
marine animals become entangled in fishing line.  Do what 
you can. Make sure the line is clean of debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  

Berkley recycles the line  
Into artificial fishing 

structures. 

Berkley Recycle Program 
1900 18th Street 
Spirit Lake, Iowa   51360 

       
       
       

    
 
 
 

       
   

 
Torrey Collins 
Store Manager 

24 Kent Road • Cornwall Bridge, Connecticut  06754 
Telephone: (860) 672-1010 

 

THE “CAMP-SITE” 
SPORT SHOP 

L.I.'S  LARGEST  FLY  FISHING  SHOP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
 

S A G E  ·  L O O M I S  ·  L AM S O N ·  A B E L  ·  B A U E R  
A I R F L O  ·  M E T Z ·  T I B O R ·  S I M M S  

S C I E N T I F I C  A NG L E R S  ·  O R V I S ·  S T . C R O I X  
  S C O T T F L Y R O D S ·  WH I T I N G    

 

 
RO UT E 110  ( CO RNE R W.  16 t h  ST . )  

HUNT INGT ON ST AT IO N,  NY  
( 631)  271 - 4969  

24 HO UR F AX  ( 631 )  271 - 9621  
C O N T AC T  U S  AT :  

W WW .C AM P S IT E S P OR T SH OP . C OM 
 

OPEN 7  DAYS  

 

To conserve, protect and restore North America’s cold water fisheries and their watersheds. 

The Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at: 

Hicksville VFW Hall 
320 S. Broadway 

Hicksville at 7:30 p.m. 
Visitors are always welcome. 

 

See www.longislandtu.org for more info. 

For fly tying classes, contact: 
Wolfgang Porté:  (516) 741-2342 

 

 For casting classes, contact: 
 Herman Abrams: (516) 593-6024  

CRT                                               
Can’t remember things? We're Here to 
Help! Send us your e-mail address and 

we'll remind you of upcoming events and 
monthly meetings. Send to:                               

Wolfgang Porté - 
whporte@optonline.net          

New York State Fishing Licenses 
 

October is here once again, so don’t forget 
to   renew your freshwater fishing license.  
You’ll also need to get a salt water license 

too, at no charge this year. Speaking of     
renewals, your 2012 Flyrodder dues are 
also due.  See Dan Roper at the meeting.  

The application is on page 9.   
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FIRST CLASS MAIL 

P.O. Box 8091 
Hicksville, NY  11802 

 LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS COMING EVENTS 
December - 2011 

December 6 General Meeting - 8:00 pm 

 Featuring a Grab Bag and the World Premier 
 of “Twas the Night Before Fishmas” 
 If you’d like to participate in the grab bag, 
 bring a wrapped, fishing related gift worth 
 about $15. 
  
December 13 Fly Tying at The Main Event 
 Details & Info on page 6 
  
December 27 Board Meeting 
 7:30 P.M. at the Levittown VFW Hall 
  
January 27 - 29 Somerset Flyfishing Show - Somerset, NJ 
 A limited amount of discount tickets 
 will be available at the December meeting 
  for $10, on a first come, first served basis 

 Annual Holiday Party 

 See Howie Solomon at the meeting. 
  

2012 Dues are Due 


