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 If you did not yet make your New Year’s Resolu-
tion, how about resolving to become a more active Fly-
rodder?  Nominations will be taken at the January 
meeting for 3 board positions and 4 officer positions.  
We’re looking for people with fresh ideas and time 
available to attend meetings.  Prior to the general meet-
ing, we will hold our trip planning meeting.  This is the 
time to put your trip ideas on the schedule.  If you 
would like to run a trip, please attend.  Just remember, 
club trips are open to everyone, if you’re planning a trip 
with select individuals only, that is not a club trip. 
 Our Poet Laureate, Jim Foley, read his original ver-
sion of “’Twas the Night Before Fishmas” at the De-
cember meeting.  He had everyone’s full attention as he 
spun his tale of Flyrodders on the river.  
 Our January meeting will feature people who make 
the art of fly tying look easy.  Please come and watch 
Lee Weil, Wolfgang Porté, Paul McCain and Bob 
Lindquist as they tie their favorite flies.  This is your 
opportunity to ask questions and learn from them. 
 I have once again roped some unsuspecting indi-
viduals into participating in our annual fly tying con-

test.  They will need your encouragement and support 
to do their best job.  Make sure you’re there to egg 
them on. 
 Thanks to Tom Cooleen for teaching another knot 
tying class.  Tom is an expert knot tier and happily 
shares his knowledge with others. 
 This will be your last opportunity to make a fly do-
nation for the Somerset Show.  Pete Smith will once 
again be looking for your flies at the January meeting.  
All donors will be rewarded with a chance at winning a 
high-end vise. 
 Avoid cabin fever by coming to the January fly ty-
ing night at The Main Event.  This month’s get-together 
will be held on January 13.  The more the merrier! 
 Doris Abrams sends her appreciation to everyone 
who sent cards, visited or called her.  She was over-
whelmed by the outpouring of affection she received 
from the Flyrodders.  
 The quicker everyone pays their dues, the quicker 
we can stop reminding you to do so.  Please remit your 
dues by mail or pay Dan Roper at the meeting.     

 Susan 



f  y  n For Your Nymphormation 
 

by Lee Weil 

Deer Lee Beloved Custom Flies 
 

 Lee Weil 
 57 Cobalt Lane 

     Westbury, NY  11590 
 
    Custom tied flies of all 

kinds  in your choice 
of colors from tradi-
tional to exotic. Tying 
instructions available. 

Phone: 516-997-6743 
Email: info@leeweilflies.com 
http://www.leeweilflies.com 

LIFR Merchandise Corner  
 

See all of the new  
LIFR merchandise along with  

LIFR bargains at the  
"Merchandise Corner"  

operated by Nora Solomon 

Trip Planning 

 January is the month for checking out the Fly 
Fishing shows and trying out new patterns at the 
vise.  Sure, we may have to shovel some snow and 
drive in some challenging weather, but it also comes 
as a welcome time to slow down. Once the holidays 
are over, I look forward to sitting back and mentally 
reviewing the past year, and naturally my thoughts 
will move on to the planning of trips for the year to 
come.  Every year I say, “I wish I had more days 
off”. Unless you’re independently wealthy, (we 
aren’t) and can spend mega bucks traveling to exotic 
places to fish, you may feel limited as to your 
prospects. Take heart, fellow angler!  There are 
many angling treasures right within a few hours 
drive; we simply have to take the time to find them. 
One of the great things about being a member of the 
Flyrodders is that we can exchange information that 
we have reaped from past fishing trips.  Better yet, 
we can turn those “scout trips” into golden  
opportunities for others by offering what we have 
learned and even going the extra mile and organizing 
a trip.  

It’s not as hard as you think. I start out by 
going over the trips we took last year; which ones 
would I consider doing again? Which ones are 
suitable for a group? One of my favorite past times 
on a snowy day is going over the calendar and 
penciling in tentative dates for different destinations. 
Each year I say, “I wish we would’ve fished (fill in 
your choice) but we ran out of time”.  Maybe this is 

the year to do that trip and cross off another on your 
“to fish” list.  What better way to do it than with 
some company?   

We have a friend who comes to the United 
States each year simply to fish; it’s an annual 
tradition. I have to say that his visits have compelled 
us to fish some destinations we probably would not 
have considered – thus opening new doors for us and 
adding to our collection of memories.   

Being members of The Flyrodders has 
opened many doors for us this way and I have to 
admit, while the trips I run may require some work 
on my part, they more than repay my efforts with 
good fellowship and satisfaction.   

Our trip committee meeting is being held 
before the January meeting and I will be there, to 
offer to share what I have found to be valuable with 
others. But we need more people who can open new 
doors; sharing new places and making new 
memories. Don’t be timid – step up! You’ll be 
surprised at how many of these guys will offer to 
help you.  

This is one of the best ways you can “give 
back” to the club. Sometimes all it takes is a little 
push to get the ball rolling. If you have an idea and 
need help getting it put together please join us at the 
Trip Committee meeting on January 3, 2012.   

Believe me, you’ll be glad you did.  
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Tight lines and God bless, Lee 
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‘Twas the night before Fishmas, when all through the 
trailer 

Not a creature was stirring, not even a sailor. 
The four weights were strung by the doorway with care, 

In hopes that first light soon would be there. 
 

The Solomons were nestled all snug in their beds, 
While visions of rainbows danced in their heads. 
And Sue in her ‘kerchief, and Howie in his cap, 

Had just settled their bods for a quick stream-side nap. 
 

When out on the water there arose such a clatter, 
Howie sprang from the bed to see what was the matter. 

Away to the window he flew like a bream, 
Tore open the curtains and threw aside the screen. 

 
The moon in the sky with a bright yellow glow 

Gave the luster of mid-day to the stream flowing below 
When, what to Howie’s wondering eyes was revealed, 

But a drifting Hyde boat, and an angler partly con-
cealed. 

 
With this chunky old rower, who’s rod was six-piece 

He knew in a moment it must be Cliff Dies. 
He was followed in stream by four additional boats, 

Containing nine Flyrodders who chose not to use floats. 
 

“Row Coreen! Row Mike!  Row Jeff and Lee! 
Row Wolf! Row Al!  Row Paul and Julie! 

To the side of the stream! To the top of the falls! 
Now row away! Row away! Row away all!” 

 
As dry flies that before the wild winds fly, 

When they meet with a tree limb and stay there to die. 
So down through mid-stream the Flyrodders they flew 
With their boats full of tackle, and Joe Otterstedt, too. 

 
And then, in a twinkling, he heard down below 

The splashing and sipping of each little rainbow. 
As he wiped his eyes, and was turning around, 

Down the river Dan VanBuskirk came with a bound. 
 

He was outfitted by Orvis from his foot to his head 
And on his flyline he was adding some lead 
A large landing net he had close to his side 
And onto his tippet a large streamer he tied. 

 
His eyes – how they sparkled and filled with a tear 

As he realized he just spilled his very last beer 
  

His droll little mouth turned into a frown, 
As he saw his breswki fall to the ground. 

 
There were others on the river and they saw it, too. 

So Morty and Gil threw Dan another brew 
All at once his face grinned and he said with a smile 

“This is the best thing I caught on this river in awhile!” 
 

And though in his sleep stupor, Howie couldn’t ignore 
The slipping and sliding of those coming ashore. 

As he drew in his head, and was turning about 
President Sue startled him as she yelled, "there's a 

trout" 
 

She had put on her waders all the way to her chest, 
Her LIFR jacket and cap, as well as her vest. 

A box of dries on the left, with nymphs on the right 
She looked like a true fly-fisher ready for the fight. 

 
Her arms were all ready to throw her first cast 

She was out on the river and fishing at last 
You could tell she was anxious by the look on her face 

In her hand you could see that she carried a Dace. 
 

She would tie this on her tippet, using a dropper loop 
Her net was primed and ready to scoop 

She had all kinds of flies displayed on her patch 
To prepare her for whatever she would eventually catch 

 
Howie now made his presence well know with a 

“Boo!”, 
While he’d rather be hunting, to Sue he’d be true 

He was also quite ready to cast his first fly, 
A hopper that he had asked Sue to tie. 

 
He spoke not a word, but went straight to his gear 

And placed it in their boat, all towards the rear 
On the shore a sendoff committee was seen 

It was Pete Smith, Bob Rosano and Tommy Cooleen 
 

As they rowed down the river to where the steam bends 
They considered themselves lucky to have such good 

friends 
To be among Flyrodders is very sustaining 

They fish when it’s nice and even when it’s raining. 
  

So around the campfire Flyrodders sat that night 
And told fish stories until early daylight 

And he heard them exclaim as friends often do 
“Happy Fishmas to all, especially to you.” 

‘Twas the night before Fishmas -  A collaboration of Sue Solomon and Jim Foley  



  
  
 
 Its 6 AM as I proceed slowly under dark clouds laden with moisture toward the rippling water that 
flows noisily over round boulders into the quiet water of a deepening pool.  The predators obscure them-
selves by blending into the contours of the river bed—my job is to bring them up to the surface—I am a 
fly fisherman.  
 I find myself alone as I cautiously approach the quiet waters of the pool.  I scan the undisturbed 
surface of the pool through polarized lenses for signs of the predators while I unveil my weapon of 
choice—the fly rod.  
 Unable to observe any predator movement, I proceed to probe beneath the surface of the quiet 
pool with feather wrapped hooks hoping to lure the predators out with imitations of their favorite food—
the fly.  
 As I work my way slowly down river the predators reveal their presence by occasionally tapping on 
my line—especially when I least expect it.  
 Suddenly there is a heart stopping tug followed by a frustrating slackness in my line—my fly is 
gone—leaving behind evidence of a poorly tied knot—but I am a fly fisherman toughened over the years 
to withstand such failures.  
 A new fly is engaged in my battle with the predators and becomes firmly embedded in something 
located deep in the swift water at the tail end of the pool and becomes expendable.  
 My movement becomes robotic as I work my way downstream leaving more lost opportunities and 
flies in my wake.  The smooth surface of the river suddenly becomes disturbed with a dimple which 
quickly spreads out across to the other side of the river as the water laden clouds release their burden 
leaving me to question my wisdom to lighten the load in my vest by leaving my rain poncho in the car.  
 The predators (aka—trout) continue to swim in their comfortable water filled environment while I 
trudge back to my car with quite a different view on being engulfed in water.  
 Others would probably reflect on this day and update their resume on how best to spend their 
time—but I am a fly fisherman and I have know the thrill of a singing drag and the peace of being one 
with the environment.  
 Predators beware—I’ll be back—for I am a fly fisherman!    

THE FLY FISHERMAN  - by John P. Manz  
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Fly Tying Night at the Main Event 



POSITION AVAILABLE 

Merchandise Manager                                                                    
No Experience Necessary 

Immediate opening available.  Seeking an able-bodied member to 
take over job of purchasing, and selling club merchandise at 

monthly meetings.  Apply at general meeting or send your note of 
interest to mrssolomon@aol.com.   
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Come one, come all,                                                                                
to Fly Tying nights with the Long Island Flyrodders 

 Dates:                  The second Tuesday of each month from October 2011 through April of 2012 

 Includes:              Dedicated seating, soda and appetizers (not dinner) based on head count, great 
   friends and fun. 

 Address:              799 Old Country Road,  Plainview, NY 11803 

 Directions:          Rt 135 to exit 10, Old Country Road 

  Turn West on Old Country Road, travel 500 feet, The Main Event Restaurant is on your left 

Restaurant Phone Number:       (516) 935-5120 

Garden State Convention Center-
Somerset, NJ 

January 27, 28, 29, 2012 
Show Hours:                                                            

Fri 10 - 6; Sat 8:30 - 6:00; Sun 9 - 4:30 
 Admission: Adult: $15 for one day,  

                            $25 for two-day pass, 
                            $35 for three-day pass;  

                  Children under 5 free, under 12: $2 
                  Scouts under 16 in uniform: free 

                  Active Military: $10                                 
Cash only at the gate 



 
Welcome New Members: 
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Call for information on our schools and free seminars 

 
 

50 Glen Cove Road, Greenvale, NY 11548  (516) 484-1860 
Open daily 10 - 7, Thursday 10 - 8, Saturday 10 - 6, Sunday 11 - 5 

ORVIS 

® 

A Sp o r t i ng  Tra d i t io n  
Since 1856 

Complete Fly-Fishing & 
Wingshooting Outfitters 

Classic Country Fashions 
For Men & Women 

Rugged Outdoor Wear 

Distinctive Gifts for the 
Country Home 

Attention Flyrodders 
Accessing our old web site, www.lifr.org, will 
automatically redirect you to our new web site, 
www. liflyrodders.org. Access to our old site 
is no longer available, but you’ll find all your 

old favorites and club information  
on the new site.  

Email can be addressed to Gordon Mueller, 
our webmaster at:  

webmanager@liflyrodders.org 
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Fly Fishing Videos Available on DVD 
Now 

 
Thanks to Bob Picciano, our video li-
brary has been upgraded from VHS to 
DVD.   
See Bob at the Monthly Meetings to  
borrow a title.   
Check out our Web Site (liflyrodders.org)  

Somerset Fly Box 
 

We are now collecting flies for the Somer-
set Fly Box.  Contributors will be entered 
into a drawing for a special thank you 
prize.  Each 12 identical fresh water flies, 
10 identical salt water flies or $8.00 in cash 
entitles the donor to one chance at the raffle 
prize.  Peter Smith will be taking your do-
nations. 



   Berkley has a program for recycling used 
fishing line.  If you call them and you are a 
business, they will send you a shipping box 
(prepaid) to send in the line.  Their only stipulation 

is that the line be clean and free of all debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  Here’s the Berkley number.  
 1-800-BERKLEY or 1-800-237-5539 
     If you are not a business and you have a bag of line, 
send it to the following address.  Remember that birds and 
marine animals become entangled in fishing line.  Do what 
you can. Make sure the line is clean of debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  

Berkley recycles the line  
Into artificial fishing 

structures. 

Berkley Recycle Program 
1900 18th Street 
Spirit Lake, Iowa   51360 

       
       
       

    
 
 
 

       
   

 
Torrey Collins 
Store Manager 

24 Kent Road • Cornwall Bridge, Connecticut  06754 
Telephone: (860) 672-1010 

 

THE “CAMP-SITE” 
SPORT SHOP 

L.I.'S  LARGEST  FLY  FISHING  SHOP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
 

S A G E  ·  L O O M I S  ·  L AM S O N ·  A B E L  ·  B A U E R  
A I R F L O  ·  M E T Z ·  T I B O R ·  S I M M S  

S C I E N T I F I C  A NG L E R S  ·  O R V I S ·  S T . C R O I X  
  S C O T T F L Y R O D S ·  WH I T I N G    

 

 
RO UT E 110  ( CO RNE R W.  16 t h  ST . )  

HUNT INGT ON ST AT IO N,  NY  
( 631)  271 - 4969  

24 HO UR F AX  ( 631 )  271 - 9621  
C O N T AC T  U S  AT :  

W WW .C AM P S IT E S P OR T SH OP . C OM 
 

OPEN 7  DAYS  

 

To conserve, protect and restore North America’s cold water fisheries and their watersheds. 

The Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at: 

Hicksville VFW Hall 
320 S. Broadway 

Hicksville at 7:30 p.m. 
Visitors are always welcome. 

 

See www.longislandtu.org for more info. 

For fly tying classes, contact: 
Wolfgang Porté:  (516) 741-2342 

 

 For casting classes, contact: 
 Herman Abrams: (516) 593-6024  

CRT                                               
Can’t remember things? We're Here to 
Help! Send us your e-mail address and 

we'll remind you of upcoming events and 
monthly meetings. Send to:                               

Wolfgang Porté - 
whporte@optonline.net          

New York State Fishing Licenses 
 

Fishing Season will be here soon,  
so don’t forget to renew your freshwater 
fishing license.  You’ll also need to get a 

salt water license too, at no charge this year. 
Speaking of  renewals, your  

2012 Flyrodder dues are also due.   
See Dan Roper at the meeting.  

The application is on page 9.   
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FIRST CLASS MAIL 

P.O. Box 8091 
Hicksville, NY  11802 

 LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS COMING EVENTS 
January - 2012 

January 3 General Meeting - 8:00 pm 

 & Officer Nominations 
  
  
  
  
  
January 10 Fly Tying at The Main Event 
 Details & Info on page 6 
  
January 24 Board Meeting 
 7:30 P.M. at the Levittown VFW Hall 
  
January 27 - 29 Somerset Flyfishing Show - Somerset, NJ 
 A limited amount of discount tickets 
 will be available at the January meeting 
  for $10, on a first come, first served basis 

 Fly tying night  

 See Howie Solomon at the meeting. 
  

2012 Dues are Due 


