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Fly Tying Night 
 

1st Annual Blindfolded 
Wooly Bugger Contest 

 

Nominations for Officers & Board 
 

Trip Planning Committee Session 

Lee Weil & Susan Solomon 
at the December 2008 Holiday Grab Bag Party 



Club trips are one of the primary activities LIFR 
has to offer its members, and those who participate al-
ways have a lot of fun.  To prepare for our 2009 trip 
season, a trip planning session will be convened at 6PM 
before the January meeting in the usual club room at 
the VFW hall..  If you are interested in running a trip, 
please attend this planning session and be prepared to 
discuss an overview of your trip regarding venue, pos-
sible dates, approximate costs etc.  We are always look-
ing for new places to go, and new trip captains to coor-
dinate the running of the trips. 
Please check the club website and newsletter for up-
coming events.  As in the past, we will not have a guest 
speaker at the January meeting, Instead, we will show-
case some of our club member fly tyers,  and to make 
things a little more interesting, we will have a blind ty-
ing wolly bugger contest.  If you wish to participate in 
the contest, please bring your vice and tying equipment.  
The contest we be timed and judged, but the club will 
not be responsible for any blood loss by contest partici-
pants. I hope to see you all at the meeting.  
 

            Tight Lines and Best Regards 

Fellow Flyrodders:  At our December meeting 
the guest speakers were Chart Guthrie of the DEC and 
John Kowalchyk of the Parks Dept. addressing the 
"State of the Connetquot River State Park Preserve”.  
The information provided by these individuals gave 
LIFR members additional and official information from 
which an informed club position on the Conny IPN is-
sue could be formulated. This issue is a controversial 
one with our members, and the board is now preparing 
an official club position on the matter, which we hope 
to publish by this newsletter deadline. 

Members are reminded that the January meeting 
is the official start of the election season for club board 
members and officers.  Nominations will be taken for 
three board member positions, each with a term of three 
years.  Nominations for the club officer positions of 
President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary will 
also be taken at the meeting.  So if you wish to serve on 
the board, or as an officer, please let us know and we 
will be happy to place your name in nomination.  Final 
nominations may be made at the February meeting, at 
which time the election will also be held. 
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SPORT SHOP, L.L.C. 
 

LIVINGSTON MANOR, NY 

845-439-4476 
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For Your Nymphormation 
 

by Lee Weil 
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Deer Lee Beloved Custom Flies 
 

 Lee Weil 
 57 Cobalt Lane 

     Westbury, NY  11590 
 
    Custom tied flies of 

all kinds  in your 
choice of colors from 
traditional to exotic. 
Tying instructions 
available. 

Phone: 516-997-6743 
Email: riderntyer@aol.com 
Web: http://deerlee.lifr.org 

Choosing a Vise 

LIFR Merchandise Corner  
 

See all of the new  
LIFR merchandise along with  

LIFR bargains at the  
"Merchandise Corner"  

operated by Dave Minassian. 
 

 When I first began tying flies, it was on a vise I 
purchased from a garage sale, along with a collection of 
rusty tools and an assortment of moth eaten feathers 
and other materials. I was thrilled with my new invest-
ment (I believe I laid out $5.00 for the entire package.)  
I had my fly tying necessities, along with a “step-by-
step” tying manual, and I was all set.  The vise was an 
old Thompson “A”, and I still have it.  I’m sure many 
of us started on Thompsons, and it was a great beginner 
vise, but as we progress in our tying skills we begin to 
appreciate how some of the bells and whistles offered 
on various models can enhance our tying experience. 
 Just as fishermen never seem to have enough 
rods, tying addicts never tire of checking out the newest 
innovations in vise technology.  When I first witnessed 
a rotary vise in action I was convinced that I had to 
have one to bring my tying up to the next level.  There 
are many patterns and applications that call for the ro-
tary, such as winding floss bodies and tinsel.  There are 
several true rotary vises available, and depending on 
your budget you can find a quality model that will suit 
your needs. 
 When purchasing a vise it is a good idea to take 
into consideration what type of tying you will be doing. 
For example, when tying saltwater patterns you will 
need a vise that has the jaw strength to hold a heavy 
hook without allowing it to shift.  Most of the preferred 
saltwater vises have a groove in the jaw surfaces to grip 

the bend of the hook, thus making it impossible to shift 
up or down when pressure is put on it.  There are mod-
els that offer additional jaws for different purposes, 
such a midge jaws for tiny dries and saltwater jaws, and 
even special jaws for Clousers and tube flies. As you 
learn you will also find yourself leaning toward one 
vise for certain patterns, and another for others.  Just as 
no one rod or gun can do it all, no one vise can be per-
fect for tying # 24 BWO’s and deer hair bass bugs. If 
you can afford only one, try to meet somewhere in the 
middle. 
  One of the best ways to make your decision be-
fore you buy a vise is to get some input from tyers 
themselves. The Fly Tying Symposium and other 
shows offer you the chance to speak to tyers, and most 
of them are willing to demonstrate the pros and cons of 
the vise they are using.  An even better option would be 
to borrow one and tie on it yourself.  Different stem 
heights, base designs and jaw tensions are all factors 
that may decide whether or not you will be comfortable 
with the vise, and let’s face it – if the vise doesn’t “fit” 
you, you won’t be likely to spend a lot of time tying.  
The truth is, the more time you spend tying, the more 
you will want to tie. And that is what will eventually 
make you become an accomplished tyer. 
 
 
     God bless and Happy Whip Finishes !  Lee          



2008 was another great year for the Long Island 
Flyrodders (LIFR), and one especially important to me 
as the new incoming president in March of 08’.  The 
club ran a host of trips from Massachusetts to Pennsyl-
vania, and many members embarked on their own trips 
from Montana to the Bahamas.  Our members caught a 
lot of fish, released most with pictures to prove it, and 
fond memories to get us through the cold winter 
months. 

The Flyrodder membership was involved with 
many community outreach activities as well, including 
handicapped fishing, river cleanups and fly fishing edu-
cation to the next generation of fly fishers.  One of our 
clubs most important activities, and one I am most 
proud of our membership for, is our support to Casting 
for Recovery (CFR) retreats.  Many LIFR members do-
nate an entire weekend, twice a year, to these retreats, 
teaching fly fishing to women recovering from breast 
cancer. These three day retreats span all the basic ele-
ments of fly fishing, from equipment to knot tying to 
flies, and culminate with the women fishing on the 
Connetquot River Preserve, one on one with our club 
member guides.  The CFR retreats have a dramatic ef-
fect on these women, providing them with support, ca-
maraderie and a chance to laugh and once again experi-
ence the simple joys of life.  I know that our members 
enjoy helping these women catch their first trout as 
much as these women do bringing their first trout to 

hand. 
Our club has grown in membership as well, 

with many new faces attending our meetings and join-
ing our Connetquot fishing days, camping trips and 
other club outings.  Again, I must acknowledge the ef-
fort our members put forth in coordinating all the club 
activities, making each and every one of them a suc-
cess.  It takes a lot of work and dedication to make the 
Long Island Flyrodders one of the most active clubs in 
the Northeast. 

So as this year comes to its close, I reminisce 
about all we have accomplished as a club, and all the 
laughs and fellowship we have shared, and the new 
friends I have made.  This is the true essence of LIFR, 
where members are more like family to one another, 
and friendship endures for a lifetime.  My one regret of 
2008, if I may be allowed one indulgence, is the loss of 
my best and most cherished friend, Cinnamon, a beauti-
ful red Doberman Pincher.  While she didn’t fish, she 
certainly enjoyed sharing in on a nice filet. 

Now it is time to look to the new year, and the 
challenges and experiences awaiting us as we continue 
our search for the perfect cast, on the perfect run, and 
the perfect take.  It’s the expectation of a new fishing 
season, and the renewal it brings to our body and soul 
that makes being a flyrodder so special.  Tight lines my 
friends, see you on the water. 

   Joe Otterstedt 

Reflections 2008 - President’s Line 

Tying a Fly      by Bro. John Manz 
 

                     (Editor’s note: This unpublished article was found in storage along with the author’s vise!)  
 It’s February 2007 and the first frigid blast of artic weather has finally arrived.  Unlike most Fly-
rodder’s I tend to avoid the fly tying bench provided by my brother Al as much as Paul McCain avoids 

finishing the tile in Julie’s bathroom. 
 For the past 55 days of my 100 day furlough I have, with all good intentions, moved my fly tying bench 
from its dust bound storage to a place of prominence on my desk at least a dozen times.  However, I always found a 
reason to move it back to it’s cluttered storage – unused. 
 A phone call from brother Al requesting that I secure the March issue of “The Fly Fisherman” magazine 
with it’s tying instructions for “Six Go To Nymphs”, finally coaxed me to magically transform thread and feather 
into something that somewhat resembles a life form that resides in the flowing waters of the Farmington River. 
 It never fails to amaze me when one of these amateur creations entices trout to munch on it like it’s their 
last meal.  The reason for my amazement is that I have a flybox filled with imitations that would end up on 
“Comedy Central” if trout had cell phone cameras. 
 Unlike Lee Weil, who goes back to the basics for inspiration, I have never succeeded in getting past them.  
So here I sit on a cold winter day in my cellar hide-a-way spinning thread on a number 16 hook – warmed by a 
quartz heater and entertained by the soul filled strains of Barbara Streisand.  As I blend in the dubbing and gold rib 
I don’t have a clue where my final product will end up.  Will it be Comedy Central or a tight line?  What I do know 
is that while I tie, my mind is free from all thought except for the task at hand. 
 Whatever my final creation turns out to be, I know I will eagerly look forward to casting it on the water 
with great expectation of that ever elusive “tight line”! 
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          December 12, 2008 
    

An Open Letter regarding the Connetquot River State Park Preserve fishery and hatchery  
from the Long Island Flyrodders, Inc.: 

 

The Long Island Flyrodders, Inc. (LIFR) is a club dedicated to the sport of fly fishing.  Now in its 28th year, 
LIFR and its 200 plus members share a common passion for fly fishing and its inherent connection to nature and the 
environment. 
 One of LIFR’ most treasured attributes is the ability to experience the world-class trout fishery that the Con-
netquot River State Park provides to our membership.  This fishery and its hatchery have been in existence for well 
over a hundred years, providing unparalleled angling opportunities to those from all walks of life, and is both an 
historic and recreational treasure to New York State.  Thus, it was with deep dismay to learn that the NYS DEC and 
NYS Department of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation are now moving to close the hatchery following 
the identification of the existence of Infectious Pancreatic Necrosis (IPN), which was found during recent testing.  
LIFR has made a concerted effort to understand IPN and its impact on the Connetquot and potential migration to 
other LI waters through knowledgeable guest speakers at club meetings and individual member study. 
 LIFR recognizes that there are no simple solutions to eradicating IPN from the Connetquot State Park fish-
ery, nor is LIFR dismissive of the potential risk of IPN propagation. LIFR is also cognizant of the fact that any rem-
edy will be costly and time consuming, requiring consulting studies and corrective actions which may prove pro-
hibitive in the current fiscal environment.  However, of great importance to LIFR, is the unique quality of angling 
the Connetquot affords our members, as well as the membership of other local and distant clubs throughout the 
northeast.  This angling experience also extends to the general public through LIFR and other fly fishing club com-
munity outreach activities such as Casting for Recovery, Handicapped Fishing and Project Healing Waters wherein 
participants experience both the physical and spiritual joys and healing powers of fly fishing in this very unique and 
productive fishery. 
 Consequently, the Board of Directors of LIFR has taken the position that the Connetquot  fishery and hatch-
ery should remain open with minimum disruption of its current operation, while the state determines the best course 
of action towards the elimination of IPN. We hope that a reasonable balance, between the needs of the angling pub-
lic and those of resource and environmental protection, will be achieved by the NYS DEC and NYS Parks Depart-
ment as they move forward on this issue. 
 

Respectfully, 
 
 

Board of Directors, Long Island Flyrodders, Inc. 

Join Our Fly Swap 
 

You are invited to join any or all of this season’s fly swaps.  They are open to the first 19 people who sign up.    
The rules are as follows: 

 

1. Let me know which swap(s) you will participate in. 
2. Tie the correct number of identical flies for the month’s theme. I will let you know how many flies you 
will tie based on the number of people who sign up.  Everyone will tie one extra fly, which will be donated to 
the club. 
3. Hand in your flies in a box with your name on it along with the recipe for tying the fly.  All flies must be 
turned in by the due date. 

Receive a collection of themed flies and their recipe. 
 

2nd Swap – Parachute Fly.  Sign up by January meeting, due at February meeting. 
3rd Swap – Rabbit or Hare Fly (Main ingredient must be rabbit or hare).  Sign up by February meeting, 

 due at March meeting. 
 

Please contact me at 516 997-9451 or mrssolomon@aol.com if you’d like to join or have any questions.   
Thanks, Susan Solomon 
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Steelhead Fever - November 2008  
Cattaraugus Creek 

Seneca Nation Reservation, NY 
 
Another great trip, although not as many fish as 
last year.  All, however, caught quality fish and 
we all had a great time with many laughs. Many 
thanks to Dave Minassian, our Trip Leader, 
who put together all the details and logistics. 
And many thanks to Mike Gelber, who once 
again provided us with the laughs.  
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Joe Caroleo 

Mike Gelber Peter Harris 

Pres. Joe Otterstedt Morty Schneiderman 

Bob Rosano        Bob Simeone 



  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Call for information on our schools and free seminars 

 
 

50 Glen Cove Road, Greenvale, NY 11548  (516) 484-1860 
Open daily 10 - 7, Thursday 10 - 8, Saturday 10 - 6, Sunday 11 - 5 

ORVIS 

® 

A Sp o r t i ng  Tra d i t i o n  
Since 1856 

Complete Fly-Fishing & 
Wingshooting Outfitters 

Classic Country Fashions 
For Men & Women 

Rugged Outdoor Wear 

Distinctive Gifts for the 
Country Home 

  
 Every second Tuesday of the month, 
from November thru March, we meet at Pan-
cho's Border Grill and just tie flies.  
 We start at 7PM and anybody is invited 
to tie flies of their choice, learn new tech-
niques, upgrade their skills by watching some 
of the experts, or just having a light supper 
with fellow club tiers. (Cost for the food is $12 
dollars) 
 We even have a "Favorite Fly" program 
were one member will tie the fly of their 
choice, hand out recipies for that fly and give 
hints and directions for a successful comple-
tion of the fly and how to fish it. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact me at 516.741.2342 or  
 whporte@optonline.net 
  
Hope to see you at Pancho's, 
Wolfgang 
  

Pancho's Border Grill 
4119 Hempstead Turnpike 

Bethpage 
516.579.6338 
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Fly Donations for Somerset 
 
Our annual drive for fly donations to be used 

in the  
Somerset Fly Fishing Show raffle box is un-

derway.. 
We need your fly donations NOW, as the 

show is coming up in January. 
 
You will be rewarded with one ticket for every 
12 freshwater or 10 saltwater flies submitted.   
Tickets will be entered in a raffle for a valu-

able prize. 
 

Non-tiers remember:  
We will accept purchased flies or you will be 
credited for 1 dozen flies for every $8 dona-

tion. 
 

Herman Abrams is collecting the flies.   
Please make sure your name and the name of 

the fly is included with each donation. 
 

The collection process will be recorded on 
the LIFR website. 



THE “CAMPTHE “CAMPTHE “CAMPTHE “CAMP----SITE”SITE”SITE”SITE”    
SPORT SHOPSPORT SHOPSPORT SHOPSPORT SHOP    

L.I.'S  LARGEST  FLY  FISHING  SHOP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
 

S A G E  ·  L O O M I S  ·  L A M S O N  ·  A B E L  ·  B A U E R  

A I R F L O  ·  M E T Z  ·  T I B O R ·  S I M M S  

S C I E N T I F I C  A N G L E R S  ·  O R V I S  ·  S T . C R O I X  

  S C O T T  F L Y R O D S  ·  W H I T I N G    
 

 
ROUTE 110 (CORNER W. 16 t h  ST. )  

HUNTINGTON STATION, NY 
(631) 271-4969 

24 HOUR FAX (631) 271-9621 
C O N T AC T  U S  AT :  

W W W . C AM P S I T E S P OR T S H O P . C O M  

   Berkley has a program for recycling used 
fishing line.  If you call them and you are a 
business, they will send you a shipping box 
(prepaid) to send in the line.  Their only stipulation 

is that the line be clean and free of all debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  Here’s the Berkley number.  
 1-800-BERKLEY or 1-800-237-5539 
     If you are not a business and you have a bag of line, 
send it to the following address.  Remember that birds and 
marine animals become entangled in fishing line.  Do what 
you can. Make sure the line is clean of debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  

Berkley recycles the line  
Into artificial fishing 

structures. 

Berkley Recycle Program 
1900 18th Street 
Spirit Lake, Iowa   51360 

  

Torrey Collins 
Store Manager 

24 Kent Road • Cornwall Bridge, Connecticut  06754 
Telephone: (860) 672-1010 

 

To conserve, protect and restore North America’s cold water fisheries and their watersheds. 

The Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at: 

Hicksville VFW Hall 
320 S. Broadway 

Hicksville at 7:30 p.m. 
Visitors are always welcome. 

 

See www.longislandtu.org for more info. 

For fly tying classes, contact: 
Wolfgang Porté:  (516) 741-2342 

 

 For casting classes, contact: 
 Herman Abrams: (516) 593-6024  
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  The undersigned hereby applies for membership or renewal, in the LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS, INC. ("LIFR").  
 I understand the inherent risk in participating in the activities of LIFR, including fishing trips, of one day or longer, which LIFR may make 
available to members. I understand that LIFR activities may take me into remote areas, and that I may not be able to be promptly 
evacuated or receive proper medical care in the event of injury or disease.  I further understand that I am solely responsible for all costs of 
medical treatment and transportation.   

Intending to be legally bound, for myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators, except to the extent that indemnity insurance is 
available, I waive, release, indemnify, and hold harmless, LIFR, its Officers, Board of Directors, and members, against any and all claims 
for personal injury, disease, death, and property damage or loss, that I may incur, arising out of or connected in any way with any and all 
LIFR activities. I assume the risk of undertaking all LIFR activities, including related travel.  
 
Member Signature: ________________________________________ Date: ________________________ 
 
Print name:       ______________________________________________ 
  
Address:     _________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Home phone:      (           ) ______________________________________  
           
Office phone:      (           ) ______________________________________ 
 
E-mail address: (optional)______________________________________ 
 
Consent given to post e-mail address on LIFR Web Site:   Yes (      )  No (      )         
     
Family Application must be signed by each Family Member or Guardian, as applicable. 
 
Dues: Individual $40.00 ____    Family (including children under 16 yrs) $45.00 ____    Junior (under 18 yrs) $15.00 ____ 
 
Mail this form to:  LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS, INC 

 P.O. 8091 
 Hicksville, NY 11802  

 
In case of emergency, when reasonably  
feasible, contact: 
 
Name: ______________________________ 
 
Relationship: _________________________ 
 
Home Phone: (           ) _________________ 
 
Office Phone: (           ) _________________ 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Check here to keep receiving 
your newsletter in hardcopy 

 We need volunteers 
to man our table at 
the Farmingdale  

fishing show Jan30, 
31 and Feb 1.  See 
Jim Foley at our 

meeting.  

First Ever Blind Folded Wooly Bugger Contest to be Held at January Meeting 
 

The first 12 people to sign up will be part of an historic event happening at the January meeting.           
In addition to our fly tying marathon, we will be holding our first annual (and maybe last ever) blind 

folded wooly bugger contest.  Do you think a wooly bugger is so easy to tie you could do it blindfolded?  
Well, here is your chance to find out.  Contestants need to bring a vise, thread, bobbin, scissors, bodkin, 

head cement, hackle pliers, whip finisher.  All other necessities, including contest rules and heckling,   
will be provided.  Prizes will be awarded. 

Contact Susan Solomon (mrssolomon@aol.com, 516 997-9451) to enroll. 
(You can praise or blame Lee for this idea.) 
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FIRST CLASS MAIL 

P.O. Box 8091 
Hicksville, NY  11802 

 LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS COMING EVENTS 
January - 2009 

January 6 Trip Planning Committee Meeting - 6 P.M. 
 General Meeting - 8:00 P.M. 
            Fly Tying Night  
 Bring your own vise & join the fun 
 Blindfolded Wooly Bugger Contest 
 Nominations for Officers & Board Members 
  
January 13 Fly Tying at Pancho’s 
 See page 7 for details & info 
  
January 22 Board Meeting 
 7:30 P.M. at the Levittown VFW Hall 
  
January 23-25 Somerset Fly Fishing Show - Somerset, NJ 
January 30-31 Farmington Fishing Show - Farmington, NY 
to February 1 **  Volunteers needed for both shows ** 
    **  to help man the LIFR booths. **  

2009 Dues are Due 

 


