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Lee’s Tribute on page 2 



 

f  y  n For Your Nymphormation 
 

by Lee Weil 
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 When a family loses a loved one there is 
sadness and an empty place in their hearts. The 
Long Island Flyrodders are a big family and on 
Wednesday, June 19th we lost one of our most 
dedicated members, Gil Padovani.  After 
struggling for a long time with cancer, he lost 
the battle, but he never surrendered. 
 Gil did more for the LIFR than anyone 
realized.  He was always at the Fly Fishing 
Shows to set up and work the club’s booths. 
His smile and friendly welcome not only sold 
raffle tickets, but prompted many visitors to 
take a newsletter and eventually become mem-
bers themselves.  He was outgoing and well 
known by almost everyone in the flyfishing 
community.  From Andros to Maine he made 
many friends and helped to create lasting rela-
tionships between anglers and outfitters.  Any-
one who ever met him remembered him, and he 
shared many a campfire on club trips. 
 Many of our traditional annual club trips 
were originated by Gil, including the Hungry 
Trout on the Ausable and the more recently 
added Delaware River trip. 
 Gil had a way of encouraging people to 
become involved and he was committed to ex-
panding the club’s programs. He developed the 
club’s first website, dragging us kicking and 
screaming into the world of the internet.  He 
devoted countless hours downloading pictures 
and trip information. He was instrumental in 
launching sites for many other clubs and or-
ganizations as well. More often than not, he 
would be e-mailing us to remind us of the dead-
lines.  How he kept track of it all we’ll never 
know. 
 He gave inspiration and encouragement 

to many who did not have the confidence to 
take their talents to the next level, helping 
them in any way he could and convincing 
them they could succeed. 
 He had a patience and gentleness that he 
showed often with children, dogs and poor 
shots. We were blessed to be able to hunt with 
him after he introduced us his passion for bird 
hunting.  His enthusiasm in the field was con-
tagious, and we quickly gained confidence un-
der his wing (no pun intended).  All the dogs 
loved him dearly, and he would sneak them 
cold cuts during lunch. His attitude was al-
ways “Seize The Day”. The first time he took 
us hunting the forecast predicted temps hover-
ing around zero. We called Gil to ask if we 
were going to cancel. His reply was “Why? It 
might be colder next week”.  He taught us to 
make the best of what came with each day. 
 Recently all his friends were concerned 
when he made plans to go to Alaska and 
Maine. Against the odds he made the trips.  
The Met’s catcher Gary Carter was inter-
viewed late in his career after a particular 
tough game which they won due to his out-
standing play. The reporter asked him how he 
was able to perform with his damaged knees. 
His answer was “Sometimes you just have to 
play through the pain”. 
 Gil Padovani was an example of that 
type of courage.  He blessed so many and 
made a difference in so many lives. Until we 
meet again where the river forever runs clear 
and the birds always fly true, we will all miss 
him, and there will be that empty place in our 
hearts. 

      
 Lee Weil       

Farewell To A Faithful Friend 



 

 

Fly Fishing Videos Available 
on DVD  

 

 
Our video library has been            

upgraded from VHS to DVD.   
 

They cover a wide range of subjects 
like fly casting, fly tying, and the 

many techniques of fly fishing in the 
States and around the world. 

 

See Ernie Tamargo                      
at the Monthly Meetings  

to borrow a title.   
Check out our Web Site 

(liflyrodders.org)                                   
to see a list of available titles. 

3 Season Club Jackets on Sale! 
 

 
Club 3 season jackets... see Jim 
Foley to get on the list for the next 
order. Jackets will be ordered when 
our supplier has his next big sale. 
 
See all of the sale items in the mer-
chandise corner. There are many 
bargains. 

Dues are due for 2013 
 

See Dan Roper at the meeting 
 

Or mail in the form on page 9 
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         Gilbert L. Padovani, 81, passed away on Wednesday, June 19, 2013 at Centra 
State Medical Center, Freehold. Born in Padua, Italy, Gilbert had lived in Brooklyn before 
moving to Manalapan in 1965. He was an assistant vice president for Continental Insur-
ance Company in Neptune for 26 years retiring in 1995. Gilbert was a US Army combat 
veteran serving during the Korean War. He loved hunting and fishing, and was a member 
of Trout Unlimited, the Long Island Fly Rodders, and the NRA.  
         He was predeceased by his first wife, Gloria; his daughters, Annalisa & Stephanie; 
his brother, Giancarlo; and his parents, Giorgio & Giulietta. Gilbert is survived by his wife, 
Barbara Padovani; his daughter, Catherine Padovani; his sons, Christopher Padovani, 
Marco Padovani, & Bruno Padovani; his sister, Grace; 7 grandchildren; and other loving 
family & friends.  
 
 



 

LIFR Merchandise Corner  
 

Club 3 season jackets... see Jim Foley to 
get on the list for the next order. Jack-
ets will be ordered when our supplier has 

his next big sale. 
See all of the sale items in the merchan-

dise corner. There are many bargains. 

 Fishing Photos 
 
 We need your fishing photos for our website photo galleries!!  It’s a very easy process. 
Just email your favorite fishing related photos to webmanager@liflyrodders.org, with a brief        
description. 
  If you're a fan of our Facebook page, you can add them directly there and we'll copy them 
to the website's photo gallery.   
  
Gordon Mueller 
 
Webmanager@liflyrodders.org   http://www.liflyrodders.org/ 
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Lee Weil 



 

Delaware Trip Review 
Susan Solomon 

 
 
 It was great to see Dan VanBuskirk again.  He crossed the border of PA. to lead the trip to 
the Delaware River.  He hasn’t changed since we last bid him farewell and kept us entertained the 
entire trip with his special brand of humor.  Although we did not experience any rain on this trip, 
the river was still swollen from all the precipitation the week before.  Peter Dubno, who has a great 
knowledge of the area, found a place for everyone to fish.  While one contingent canoed on a 
nearby lake, the rest of us spread out on the Beaverkill and Willowemoc Rivers, which were fish-
able.  By all accounts, most people caught fish, but everyone had a great time. 
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Orvis opens in Garden City 
Susan Solomon 

 
 Flyrodders were on hand to welcome Orvis to Garden City.  The Grand Opening 
was a festive event with food, drink and live guitar music.  The new store, in The Gallery 
at Westbury Plaza is much larger and fly tying materials are back on the shelves.  Presi-
dent Tom Cooleen presented Fred Versaci, Store Manager, with a plant in honor of the 
occasion.  (Special thanks to Lee Weil for donating her Orvis boots so the arrangement 
could be made.)  Flyting demonstrations by Paul McCain and Wolfgang Porte rounded 
out the weekend. 
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Call for information on our schools and free seminars 

 
 

50 Glen Cove Road, Greenvale, NY 11548  (516) 484-1860 
Open daily 10 - 7, Thursday 10 - 8, Saturday 10 - 6, Sunday 11 - 5 

ORVIS 

® 

A Sp o r t i ng  Tra d i t io n  
Since 1856 

Complete Fly-Fishing & 
Wingshooting Outfitters 

Classic Country Fashions 
For Men & Women 

Rugged Outdoor Wear 

Distinctive Gifts for the 
Country Home 
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LIFR PHOTO CONTEST RULES 
 
1a. Contestants must be LIFR members.  
1b. Subject must be related to Fly Fishing. 
1c. Prints, (no transparencies), size 4" X 6" in color or 
black & white. 
2. Put your name and phone number on back of the 
prints in small letters 
3. All photos submitted may be used by LIFR. (e.g., 
Flyrodder and lifr.org)  
4. There will be play-off contests in July and October 
5. Three winners will be picked by members present at 
each of those meetings 
6. All winning photos will be entered in the Annual 
Awards Dinner GRAND CONTEST 
7. Members present at the Annual Awards Dinner will 
select the three Grand Prize winners 
8. In case of a tie or dispute, the decision of the Chair 
will be final 
9a. Submit photos at the meeting, do not e-mail 
 
Tom Cooleen 
516-483-8544 
 

Orvis Moves to Garden City 
 

You can now find Fred Versaci and his crew at the 
new Orvis store at the Gallery at Westbury Plaza in 
Garden City.  The new store is much larger and fly 
tying materials are back on the shelves.  Flyrodders 
were on hand at the Grand Opening celebration to 
show their support.  Paul McCain and Wolfgang Porte 
shared their fly tying expertise during the Grand 
Opening weekend.  President Tom Cooleen presented 
Fred with a plant for the new store.  Thanks to Lee 
Weil for donating her boots for the planter. 



   Berkley has a program for recycling used 
fishing line.  If you call them and you are a 
business, they will send you a shipping box 
(prepaid) to send in the line.  Their only stipulation 

is that the line be clean and free of all debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  Here’s the Berkley number.  
 1-800-BERKLEY or 1-800-237-5539 
     If you are not a business and you have a bag of line, 
send it to the following address.  Remember that birds and 
marine animals become entangled in fishing line.  Do what 
you can. Make sure the line is clean of debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  

Berkley recycles the line  
Into artificial fishing 

structures. 

Berkley Recycle Program 
1900 18th Street 
Spirit Lake, Iowa   51360 

       
       
       

    
 
 
 

       
   

 
Torrey Collins 
Store Manager 

24 Kent Road • Cornwall Bridge, Connecticut  06754 
Telephone: (860) 672-1010 

 

THE “CAMP-SITE” 
SPORT SHOP 

L.I.'S  LARGEST  FLY  FISHING  SHOP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
 

S A G E  ·  L O O M I S  ·  L AM S O N ·  A B E L  ·  B A U E R  
A I R F L O  ·  M E T Z ·  T I B O R ·  S I M M S  

S C I E N T I F I C  A NG L E R S  ·  O R V I S ·  S T . C R O I X  
  S C O T T F L Y R O D S ·  WH I T I N G    

 

 
RO UT E 110  ( CO RNE R W.  16 t h  ST . )  

HUNT INGT ON ST AT IO N,  NY  
( 631)  271 - 4969  

24 HO UR F AX  ( 631 )  271 - 9621  
C O N T AC T  U S  AT :  

W WW .C AM P S IT E S P OR T SH OP . C OM 
 

OPEN 7  DAYS  

 

To conserve, protect and restore North America’s cold water fisheries and their watersheds. 

The Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at: 

Hicksville VFW Hall 
320 S. Broadway 

Hicksville at 7:30 p.m. 
Visitors are always welcome. 

 

See www.longislandtu.org for more info. 

For fly tying classes, contact: 
Wolfgang Porté:  (516) 741-2342 

 

 For casting classes, contact: 
  

CRT                                               
Can’t remember things? We're Here to 
Help! Send us your e-mail address and 

we'll remind you of upcoming events and 
monthly meetings. Send to:                               

Wolfgang Porté - 
whporte@optonline.net          

LIFR Needs You! 
Our club needs volunteers. 

Please donate some of your time to help 
out at meetings and for other important 

club business. 
If you can spare a little of your time, 

please see Pres. Susan, Wolfgang Porté, 
or any Board Member  for information. 

Thank You 

Attention Flyrodders 
Accessing our old web site, www.lifr.org, will 
automatically redirect you to our new web site, 
www. liflyrodders.org. Access to our old site 
is no longer available, but you’ll find all your 

old favorites and club information  
on the new site.  

Email can be addressed to Gordon Mueller, 
our webmaster at:  

webmanager@liflyrodders.org 
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January 1, 2013 - December 31, 2013 



FIRST CLASS MAIL 

P.O. Box 8091 
Hicksville, NY  11802 

 LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS COMING EVENTS 
June - 2013 

July 2 General Meeting - 8:00 pm 

 “Tenkara Fly Fishing” 
  

 Cookout with Paul - Come Early 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
June 23 Board of Directors Meeting 

 Speaker:  Thad Nelson  

  
  


