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GUEST SPEAKER: 
 

John Hildenbrand 
 

“Fishing the Lower Housatonic” 

Dear Flyrodders: Dear Flyrodders: Dear Flyrodders: Dear Flyrodders:     
            Just a reminder, that if you have not renewed your 
membership for 2005, this will be your last issue. In  
order to participate in club activities, fishing trips, and  
enjoy the many benefits we could not possibly have on 
our own , you must be a paid-up member.  
         Please renew at the next meeting (March 1), or 
mail us a check, using the form on page 9, to continue 
your membership in the best fly-fishing club there is. 
         Hope to see you again! 
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845-439-4476 

SPORT SHOP, L.L.C. 
 

LIVINGSTON MANOR, NY 

845-439-4476 

            Every year in January the President of the 
United States gives his State of the Union speech. He 
lets us know how we’re doing as a country and all the 
great plans the government has for making our lives 
better. My fishing partner (the blonde I share the 
camper with) suggested I do the same. Well, we’re do-
ing just fine. The economy, or in our case the bank ac-
count, is stable and reflect the same levels as the same 
time last year. The board has practiced fiscal conserva-
tism and kept spending to a minimum. By instituting  
e-mailing the Flyrodder, we have saved some money 
on postage and printing, every bit helps. The member-
ship fees have not changed in several years and it does 
not look as if we will need to increase them in the near 
future. This year we have more trips planned, with 
some new faces running them to some different destina-
tions. Besides our regular fishing trips, we will be par-
ticipating in several community projects including 
Casting for Recovery, as well as the Handicapped fish-
ing days at Connetquot. We have already scheduled 
some new speakers for the meetings and will be mixing 

up fresh water and salt water agendas. Maybe we can 
get someone to talk about brackish water? On a serious 
note, I would like to let all the members know that the 
officers and board members are very careful about how 
the club is run. The fiscal health of the club is important 
to all of us and any decisions involving money are dis-
cussed and thought out before anything is done.  My 
fellow Flyrodders….We’re doing just fine.   
            With this years elections, we have had some 
more changes on the board that usual. With Herb 
Schneiderman moving to Florida and Al Battistelli 
coming on as Treasurer we had some extra spots to fill 
on the board. Morty Schneiderman was voted to fill 
his brother’s spot and Herman Abrams was elected to 
fill Al’s spot. The three year terms have been filled by 
Nick Friedman, Jerry LeBoyer and Wolfgang Porte. 
Having a Board of Directors and officers like these 
makes my job a whole lot easier and for that I am most 
thankful. 
 

          See you on the river, 
                    Mike 



F    Y    N 
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For Your Nymphormation 
 

by Lee Weil 

Last month’s FYN Column contained a mis-
print (my error!) in Rule # 1 concerning the cancella-
tion policy. All cancellations must be phoned in by 
7:00 pm SATURDAY night, not Sunday.   This allows 
me time to notify any anglers who may be waiting on 
the stand-by list.  Anyone who fails to meet the SAT-
URDAY deadline will forfeit their fees, and all “call 
in” reservations will also be charged accordingly. 
            As spring is upon us, I’m really happy to an-
nounce that we will be conducting a LADIES Cast-
ing Clinic on Saturday, April 9th at Eisenhower 
Park, located on Hempstead Turnpike in East 
Meadow.  This clinic will provide basic instruction 
for beginners as well as more advanced instruction for 
intermediate casters.  Rods will be available for those 
who do not have their own equipment.  We will begin 
classes at 10:00 am and break at 12:30 for a compli-
mentary lunch, graciously prepared by our President  
and gourmet chef, Mike Gelber! 

After lunch we will go over the program and 
have another practice session with the opportunity for 
everyone to “kick it up a notch” and take what they’ve 
learned to the next level.  Finish up time will be deter-

mined by how much energy you have and if we begin 
wagering on who can hit the bullseye at 30 feet! 
While the class and lunch are free, we do need to con-
firm how many will be attending, so please call me, 
Lee Weil, at 516-997-6743 to reserve your place.   

Our first trip of 2005 to the Connetquot 
turned out to be a good day, in spite of the wet 
weather in the afternoon. The fishing upstream was 
excellent and one member caught the largest brown 
trout of his life, to be followed by an impressive rain-
bow.  As usual for this time of year, many fish were 
caught on streamers, but I had more success in the af-
ternoon with a nymph pattern tied by Tom Baltz of 
PA.  Once I tied it on I was into fish on almost every 
cast. Another member had a lot of success fishing a 
Griffith’s gnat, proving once again that you don’t 
have to fish big flies to connect, even in the early sea-
son.   

There were some sporadic midge hatches to be 
seen and that can only mean one thing; spring is not 
far away!   

 

  Tight Lines & God bless!  Lee 

 

LIFR OFFICERS & DIRECTORS  
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ATTENTION CONNETQUOT ANGLERS !!!   



The Bottom Line 
By Lee Weil 

            Early season water often means higher then 
usual levels and stronger currents, which can be caused 
by snow melt and spring rains.  This presents anglers 
with a dilemma; how do we get the fly down to the level 
where the fish are feeding?    
            This can be addressed in two ways.  One way to 
look at the problem is as an angler, on the stream. There 
are many techniques that we can use to overcome the 
situation encountered during high water.  One way of 
giving your fly a little extra sink time in fast water is to 
cast upstream, even when using a streamer or wet fly. 
This trick allows the fly to sink while it is being carried 
to the point where you will eventually begin to retrieve 
it with a slow strip, at the end of the “swing”.  As you 
begin your retrieve, the fly will be carried upwards by 
both the current and your stripping. This incorporates a 
rising, swimming action and will often trigger strikes 
from fish that are lying under the path of the fly. 
            Another way to allow the fly time to sink is to 
mend line.  I often use a technique which could be 
termed as “throwing” line downstream, above the lane I 
have cast my fly into. This allows slack line to build up 
and thus the fly has no resistance. It will sink a lot faster 
and be carried to the bottom in a natural drift. The draw-
back of this technique is the loss of contact with your 
fly, making it difficult to detect a take from a fish, Ad-
mittedly, you may miss a few fish this way, but if you 
watch your floating line closely you will be able to de-
tect a “stop”, and set the hook..  Using the rod tip to di-
rect the angle of descent is a skill worth learning, and 
fishing spring currents are a great way to practice. 
            The other side of the coin is the fly tyer’s per-
spective.  Instead  of seeking solutions to be used on the 
stream, we look at the different ways we can “tweak” 
our flies at the vise.  There are many ways to add the ad-
vantage of weight without compromising the design of 
the fly, and without using lead.  Beadheads and cone-

heads, both of brass and tungsten can be used to pro-
vide weight to get the fly down quickly, but there are 
also other considerations. We can break down the com-
ponents of our winter and spring patterns to include 
materials that will sink the fly even faster.  For exam-
ple, natural wool will sink a lot faster than poly yarn.  
Adding an additional wrap of wire over the hackle on a 
woolly bugger will add weight and make the fly a lot 
more durable.  If you aren’t sure of the sinkability of a 
given material, just throw it in a glass of water and 
wait a few seconds; if it’s still floating it’s time to go 
back to the drawing board. 
            Some wonderful new materials to be added the 
tyer’s palette are the metal dubbings, such as Depth 
Advantage. These materials are actually made of 
metal, much like steel wool. They can be spun just like 
dubbing and come in a variety of colors. I have found 
them to be surprisingly easy to work with and they 
really do get the job done when it comes down to sink-
ing your patterns.  
            So remember, your success in the spring will 
depend on your ability to get down and reach the fish. 
Learn to use different techniques, both at the tying 
bench and on the  stream, and use them to increase 
your hook ups when the water  
runs high and cold. 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Call for information on our schools and free seminars 
 
 

50 Glen Cove Road, Greenvale, NY 11548  (516) 484-1860 
Open daily 10 - 7, Thursday 10 - 8, Saturday 10 - 6, Sunday 11 - 5 

ORVIS 

® 

A Sp o r t i ng  Tra d i t i o n  
Since 1856 

Complete Fly-Fishing & 
Wingshooting Outfitters 

Classic Country Fashions 
For Men & Women 

Rugged Outdoor Wear 

Distinctive Gifts for the 
Country Home 
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            It's the end of January and my impatience to 
fish is zooming skyward. I want to be out on the water 
hooked onto a big beautiful trout, or perhaps a not so 
beautiful bass. Instead, I'm tying that boring but 
successful nymph pattern for the hundredth time. Why 
is it that I always seem to lose so many? I've cleaned 
all my lines and I've finished reading all my fly 
fishing magazines that were lying around since last 
summer. I've even washed my waders! What else is 
there to do? 
            Fortunately, just when things seemed most 
desperate, I got a mailing for the annual Fly Fishing 
Show held every January in Somerset, New Jersey. 
This year it would be from Jan. 28th to Jan. 30th. I 
received these notifications in years past and despite 
good intentions, one thing or another kept me from 
attending. This year I was determined to go. I bought 
a discount ticket at the January club meeting ($2 off 
the regular $12 daily admission.). Since this would be 
my rookie year and I wanted to spend lots of time 
there, I made a reservation at the Somerset Holiday 
Inn, across the street from the Exhibit Center so I 
could stay for two days. I was all set. 
            On Jan. 28th I gassed up my car, threw some 
clothes into an overnight bag and headed down the 
Turnpike. An hour and a half later I was walking 
through the doors of the show. The scene was 
incredible. Lots of clubs and organizations, including 
the Flyrodders, had their booths right in the entry 
lobby. Gil Padovani did a great job of setting up our 
display. It felt good to get a warm welcome from Gil, 
Al Battistelli and Ron LaChase who were already 
there. Over the course of the weekend many other 
Flyrodders came by while visiting the show to say 
hello and to help out by selling raffles and publicizing 
our club. Being there and helping out with the other 
members really made me feel good to be a part of the 

club. It was gratifying to see how many people 
purchased raffles, especially after learning of the 
services our club provides to the angling community, 
such as Project Access and Casting for Recovery. It 
was fun to speak with people coming up to our table. 
We'd talk about where they were from, what the 
fishing was like, tell them about fishing the "Conny" 
and sell them a raffle or two. For some reason Gil's 
approach worked well with the women. 
            Next, I exchanged my ticket for a red hand 
stamp in the shape of a Royal Wulff and off I went 
into fantasyland. The exhibits were an unbelievable 
sight and experience. Anything and everything to do 
with fly fishing was on display for viewing and trying 
out and, of course, buying. Top tyers were 
demonstrating their special patterns and techniques. 
All of them were available for questions and advice. 
Workshops and seminars with all sorts of experts on 
when, where and how to fish both locally and far 
away took place every day. There were some really 
good buys on equipment, notably the Elkhorn rod and 
reel combo that just about flew off the display racks 
by themselves. It was really fun to try out lots of nifty 
new stuff like the Korkers wading boots with a 
convertible sole that lets you switch from felt to studs 
or other sole patterns in a matter of seconds. I cast lots 
of rods and the trust factor was amazing, considering 
we were in the NY/NJ area. A rod maker let me walk 
off with a $1500 bamboo rod to test cast after 
knowing me for only 5 minutes. I found this level of 
trust and friendship to exist throughout the show. It 
speaks well of the kind of people we anglers are. 
            Even with staying for two days there were far 
too many things to see and do than there was time for. 
I highly recommend the show. I'll definitely return 
next year—after a good season's fishing of course! 
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THE FLY FISHING SHOW 
 By Nick Friedman 

Reprinted from an earlier edition 

Casting for Recovery Fund Raiser to Benefit Long Island Breast Cancer SurvivorsCasting for Recovery Fund Raiser to Benefit Long Island Breast Cancer SurvivorsCasting for Recovery Fund Raiser to Benefit Long Island Breast Cancer SurvivorsCasting for Recovery Fund Raiser to Benefit Long Island Breast Cancer Survivors    
You and your guests are cordially invited to attend a dinner and Chinese auction to benefit  

Casting for Recovery.  Friday, March 11, 2005 – The Main House at Connetquot State Park, Oakdale, NY 
$40 per person or $70 per couple. Includes wine/beer and a light buffet. Please RSVP by February 28 to: 

Betty Anne Timmerman - 516-742-7085 or 516-317-8741 or Karen Rice – 516-931-5343 
www.castingforrecovery.org 

Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited 24th Annual Banquet  
April 8, 2005, at the Stewart Thomas Manor. Cocktails begin at 6:30 p.m., and dinner follows.  

In addition, there will be raffles, auctions, and games. All of this is for the cause of conservation.  
There are still tickets available, and you can contact Brian Nazinitsky at (631) 269-3424. 
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The Project Access trip will be the weekend of April 30, May 1. 
  

          Meet at the Catskill Fly Fishing Museum at 8:00 AM Saturday morning (April 30). Bring shovels, 
rakes, hoes, Etc. if you have them. The work should be completed around noon, at which time the club 
will have a picnic at he Covered Bridge park (our last work site). After that fishing the afternoon is on 
the schedule.  
          For those wishing to stay over night at the Rockland House the room rates are $55/night for a 
room with one double bed, $66/ night for 2 double beds and $60/ night for a King size bed/night, these 
prices include room tax.  
          Also those staying over or leaving later we will have dinner at the Rockland House Saturday 
evening, the cost is $28, which includes anything on the menu (except Filet Mignon or Lobster), drinks 
not included.  
          Sign up at the meeting with a deposit in cash or check made out to:  

Dan Van Buskirk, or contact him at 516-561-8939. 

Project Access 2005 

Danbury Show - 2005 

Relaxing at Paul McCain’s family house at Candlewood Lake, CT. 
L to R: Wolfie Porté, Bob Skoy, Gordy Grimes, Gil Padovani, and  

Al Battistelli 

In the booth at the Danbury Show   
L to R: Gil Padovani, Cliff Dies, Paul McCain and 

Herb Schneiderman 

Somerset Fly Fishing Show - 2005  

         L to R: Nick Friedman, Linda Macy and Joe Otterstedt L to R: Jeff Farrell, Gil Padovani, LeeWeil and  
Dan Van Buskirk 
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HUNGRY TROUT TRIP  - May 2005 
 

WHEN: Friday, May 20 to Monday, May 23, 2005 
 

COST PER PERSON: (Includes tax and gratuities) Two to a room $399  - Three to a room $349 
PACKAGE INCLUDES: 
FRIDAY (Check-in) : Gourmet dinner. Full use of the Hungry Trout Dream Mile on the famous Ausable 
River. 
SATURDAY: Breakfast, boxed lunch, Gourmet dinner, free drink at  McDougall’s. Full use of the Hun-
gry Trout Dream Mile. 
SUNDAY: Breakfast, boxed lunch, Gourmet dinner, Full use of the Hungry Trout Dream Mile. 
MONDAY (Check-out): Breakfast, boxed lunch, Full use of the Hungry Trout Dream Mile. 
EXTRA DAY PER PERSON: Two to a room $116 – Three to a room $111                         
2 DAY PACKAGE PER PERSON: Two to a room $263 – Three to a room $253. 
 

ALSO AVAILABLE: Guided canoe trip (two anglers) on a 2,000 acre private brook trout preserve.  Cost 
per day per person is $165 (plus tip) 
 

IF YOU WANT TO GO: Fill out the bottom of this form, enclose a deposit check for $50 ($75 if guided trip is included) payable to 
“The Hungry Trout” and either mail  to “Gil Padovani, 9 Longbow Drive, Englishtown NJ 07726 by April 10 or hand them at the gen-
eral meeting to Danny Van Buskirk.      
 
A list of the participants who have enclosed their deposit checks will be sent to the Hungry Trout on  4 /20 
(or sooner if all rooms have been booked).  After that, reservations will be on room availability and on a 
first come first served basis. Deposits will be forfeited on cancellations made after  5 /1 . (Unless a substi-
tute is found) 

If not three day package: Check-in date:__________ Check-out_________    

NAME DEP ROOM WITH (If known) CANOE WITH (If known) 

    
    
    

CONNETQUOT RIVER TRIPS  - 2005 
In response to the demand for the limited spaces available for our Monday Connetquot River State Park trips,  

the following guidelines are in effect: 
Members attending the meetings have first priority, followed by those members, chronologically received, 
who call in the day after the meeting for the remaining spaces available. Reservations are available for 32  

anglers for each session; 64 for both sessions. The cost of each session is $20.00. No checks will be accepted;  
EXACT CHANGE, CASH ONLY,  NO SINGLES, 

to be paid at the general meeting or at the park for call-in reservations. Anglers fishing the morning sessions 
must be at the park by 7:30 a.m. Cancellations must be made by 7:00 p.m. the Saturday before the session.   

No advance reservations will be accepted. 
Hours:      8:00 AM to 12:00 PM  &   1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

For Details call Lee Weil -  (516) 997-6743.  

CONNETQUOT DATES - 2005       

                                                         
                                            

     
March 14 April 18  May 16 June 20 
July 18 August 15 September 19 October 17 

Only  members with 4 weight rods or larger will be allowed to fish on the Monday Sessions 
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For fly tying classes, contact: 
 For casting classes, contact: 

 Herman Abrams: (516) 593-6024  
or George Simon: (516) 610-8907 

            Berkley has a program for recycling used 
fishing line.  If you call them and you are a 
business, they will send you a shipping box 
(prepaid) to send in the line.  Their only stipulation is 
that the line be clean and free of all debris, hooks, 
and metal attachments.  Here's the number for 
Berkley:  

 1-800-BERKLEY or (712) 336-1520. 
     If you are not a business and you have a bag of 
line, send it to the following address.  Remember 
that birds and marine animals become entangled in 
fishing line.  Do what you can. Make sure the line is 
clean of debris, hooks, and metal attachments.   
Berkley recycles the line into artificial fishing 
structures. 
 Berkley 

1900 18th Street 
Spirit Lake, Iowa   51360 
Attn: Recycle Program 

 

 ORVIS, Thomas & Thomas, Scott, Ex-Officio, Chota, Tarponwear 
 

ANGLERS’ DEN 
11 East Main Street 
Pawling, NY  12564 

Located in the historic Village of Pawling 
 
 

www.Anglers-Den.com  
Info@Anglers-Den.com 845-855-5182 

                            

Torrey Collins 
Store Manager 

24 Kent Road • Cornwall Bridge, Connecticut  06754 
Telephone: (860) 672-1010 

THE “CAMPTHE “CAMPTHE “CAMPTHE “CAMP----SITE”SITE”SITE”SITE”    
SPORT SHOPSPORT SHOPSPORT SHOPSPORT SHOP    

L.I.'S  LARGEST  FLY  FISHING  SHOP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
 

S A G E  ·  L O O M I S  ·  L A M S O N  ·  A B E L  ·  B A U E R  

B I L L Y  P A T E  ·  M E T Z  ·  F I L S O N  ·  S I M M S  

S C I E N T I F I C  A N G L E R S  ·  O R V I S  ·  S T . C R O I X  

L O O P  ·  R O G U E  ·  C O L U M B I A  ·  C O R T L A N D  
 

 
R O UT E  1 1 0  ( C O RN E R  W .  1 6 t h  ST . )  

H U NT I NG T O N  ST AT IO N ,  NY  
( 6 3 1 )  2 7 1 - 4 9 6 9  

2 4  H O U R  F AX  ( 6 3 1 )  2 7 1 - 9 6 2 1  
C O N T AC T  U S  AT :  C A M P S I T E L I @ AO L . C O M  

 

OPEN 7 DAYS  

The Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at: 

Hicksville VFW Hall 
320 S. Broadway 

Hicksville at 7:30 p.m. 
Visitors are always welcome. 

 

See www.longislandtu.org for more info. 

To conserve, protect and restore North America’s cold water fisheries and their watersheds. 
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             The undersigned hereby applies for membership or renewal, in the LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS, INC. ("LIFR").  
 I understand the inherent risk in participating in the activities of LIFR, including fishing trips, of one day or longer, which LIFR may make 
available to members. I understand that LIFR activities may take me into remote areas, and that I may not be able to be promptly 
evacuated or receive proper medical care in the event of injury or disease.  I further understand that I am solely responsible for all costs of 
medical treatment and transportation.   

Intending to be legally bound, for myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators, except to the extent that indemnity insurance is 
available, I waive, release, indemnify, and hold harmless, LIFR, its Officers, Board of Directors, and members, against any and all claims 
for personal injury, disease, death, and property damage or loss, that I may incur, arising out of or connected in any way with any and all 
LIFR activities. I assume the risk of undertaking all LIFR activities, including related travel.  
 
Member Signature: ________________________________________      Date: ________________________ 
 
Print name:             ______________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                 
Address:            _________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Home phone:      (           ) ______________________________________  
           
Office phone:      (           ) ______________________________________ 
 
E-mail address: (optional)______________________________________ 
 
Consent given to post e-mail address on LIFR Web Site:   Yes (       )  No 
(        ) 
                                         
Family Application must be signed by each Family Member or Guardian, as applicable. 
 
Dues:  Individual $30.00 ____    Family (including children under 16 yrs) $40.00 ____    Junior (under 18 yrs) $15.00 ____ 
 
Mail this form to:        LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS, INC 

 P.O. 8091 
 Hicksville, NY 11802  

 
In case of emergency, when reasonably  
feasible, contact: 
 
Name: ______________________________ 
 
Relationship: _________________________ 
 
Home Phone: (           ) _________________ 
 
Office Phone: (           ) _________________ 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

! 

! 

PHOTO CONTEST RULES 
1.   PRINTS ONLY 4” x 6” (color or black & white); subject fly fishing 

2.   Put your name and phone number on back of the photo in small letters 

3.   All photos submitted may be used by LIFR, e.g., Flyrodder and lifr.org  

4.   There will be play-off contests at each Club meeting June through October 

5.   Three winners will be picked by members present at each of those meetings 

6.   All winning photos will be entered in the Dinner Dance GRAND CONTEST 

7.    Members present at the Dinner Dance will select the three Grand Prize winners 

8.   In case of a tie or dispute, the decision of the Chair will be final 

9.   All photos are to be handed or mailed to: 

LIFR Photo Contest 
% Bob Skoy, Chair 

328 Bedell St 
Freeport NY 11520-5132 

516 379-7600 
flyline@hotmail.com 



FIRST CLASS MAIL 

P.O. Box 8091 
Hicksville, NY  11802 

 LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS COMING EVENTS 
March - 2005 

March 1 General Meeting - 8:00 P.M. 
 Speaker:  John Hildenbrand 
 “Fishing the Lower Housatonic” 
  
March 8 Fly Tying Night  - 7:00 P.M. 
 at Pancho’s Border Grill in Bethpage 
 Contact:  Paul McCain  (516) 536-1418 
  
March 11 Casting for Recovery Fund Raiser 
 Connetquot State Park - Main House 
 Contact; Betty Anne Timmerman  
 (516) 742-7085 
  
March 14 Monday Fishing at Connetquot State 
 Contact: Lee Weil    (516) 997-6743 
 See Page 3 for details 
  
March 17 Board Meeting 
 7:30 P.M. at the Levittown VFW Hall 


