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Last weekend the Flyrodders joined Long Island Trout Unlimited for the Willowemoc 
River cleanup. After spending a couple of hours cleaning various parts of the river we 
were treated to a barbeque at the Fly Fishing museum. Rich Cosgrove was the pitmaster 
and everyone left the museum happy and well fed. 

 
May 4, 5 and 6 marks the beginning of the clubs camping trips for the  year. We 

have three trips to Connecticut this year starting with the Natchaug River. If you haven’t 
been on a Flyrodder camping trip yet, you don’t know what you’re missing. It’s the best 
way for you to meet and get to know fellow club members. The May meeting is the last 
chance to sign up for the Farmington camping trip on June 22, 23 and 24. In my opinion 
the Farmington is one of the best rivers in the northeast. If you are attending one of the 
trips to Connecticut you will need to get the state license plus a trout stamp. 
 
         For those of you that have a kayak, canoe or a small boat, June 4 is the Peconic 
River trip. This is one of our daytrips. A short ride to exit 71 on the Long Island Express-
way gets you to a river that offers Bass, Pickeral and panfish. 
 
         All in all, as you can see, we have a busy couple of months coming up. 
  
Howie 
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Willowemoc River Cleanup 



 

RiverBayOutfitters.com 

NEW LOCATION 
980 CHURCH ST. - BALDWIN, NY 11510 

paul@riverbayoutfitters.com 
516-415-7748 
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THE FLY OF THE MONTH 

By Bill Smith 
 
 
This little beauty is not likely to replace the Gold Ribbed Hare’s Ear, or Quill Gordon, but 
believe it or not, it actually catches fish!I dead drift the fly and then give it a fairly quick re-
trieve after the swing. 
 
Hook: #12 Emerger -  
Bead: 1/8” Fluorescent -  
Weight: 8 to 10 turns of .015 lead free wire wound onto the shank behind the bead - 
Thread: 140 Denier Fluorescent - 
Tail: sections of egg yarn split down the middle (different colors attached to each side) 
Trim the yarn square 1 hook gap length behind the fly. 
Note: color choices of any of the above are entirely up to you. 
 
Hardly a traditional fly, and bordering of the ridiculous, this fly is likely to inspire 
emotions ranging from rage to indifference. Fortunately we will have a “real” fly next 
month. Mike Postol has agreed to share his “Black Beauty” with us. 

The Clown Special 



 

BEAVERKILL CLEAN UP 
by Peter Dubno 

 
 On Saturday April 21, members of the Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited and The Long Island Fly-
rodders joined forces for a clean up of the Beaverkill and Willowemoc.  Together we dragged to the transfer station 
280 lbs. of cans, bottles, plastic bags, hose, vinyl siding, metal and other stuff that defies description. The Catskill 
Rivers are a little bit cleaner today.  After washing hands we had a scrumptious barbecue lunch served by Rich 
Cosgrove and shared stories and such as the weather finally warmed. 
 Afterwards we all went fishing or shopping or both.  I personally caught a 17” brown that day on the Bea-
verkill and I know others caught a few as big if not bigger.  If you didn’t join us you missed and opportunity to 
learn a few new places to fish as well as help the environment.  Many of us had dinner at the Riverside Café that 
evening and Tammy, the owner, cooked and served up some of her best.  My favorite was the Wiener Schnitzel.  
Yum. 
 I’d like to thank the follow people: Peter and Diane Dubno, Mike Clark, Larry Gentile, Joseph Laine, 
Susan and Howie Solomon, John Langan and his daughter, Tony Curatola and Jonna Berry, Bill Smith, 
Rick and Kaye Vickers, John O’Brien, Tom Cooleen, Rick Lewis, Joe Odierna, and Mike Parody. Without 
their help this day would not have been a success.  Kudos also goes to Samantha Mango of the Catskill Fly Fish-
ing Museum for setting thing up and making things run smoothly.  You should all be proud 
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Photos  
By 

Joseph  
Laine 
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Cold Spring Harbor Spring Festival 
April 2018 
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Gil Bergen Will Be Remembered By Tom Schlichter 
 

 Many in the fishing community were saddened to learn of            
Gil Bergen’s passing on Wednesday at the age of 88. As supervisor of 
Connetquot River State Park Preserve since 1973 and superintendent of 
the privately owned Southside Sportsman’s Club starting in 1960, he 
spent more than 57 years overseeing, nurturing and protecting nearly 
4,000 acres of amazing biodiversity smack in the middle of suburbia. 
 While the park grew famous under his direction for world-class 
trout fishing, it also provided opportunities for horseback riding, hiking, 
birding, photography and more. 
 Bergen saw Connetquot Park as a place to learn, to respect and, as 
he often noted, “a little slice of Long Island the way it used to be.” How 
fortunate we were to have had such a fine steward at the helm for over half a century. 

Gil Bergen; Spirit of Connetquot   by Lee Weil 
 

 I first met Gil Bergen in 1981, when I discovered flyfishing and the paradise known as Connetquot State 
Park.  As the years went by and I became more involved with the park through the Long Island Flyrodders and 
CFR, I got to know him better. He was a unique individual, very knowledgeable regarding the outdoors, fishing, 
hunting, horses and dogs.  He was quiet and reserved, often silent for a moment after he was asked a question. 
When I encountered him in the park I would often stop fishing to chat with him, and I loved to hear him talk about 
the passions we had in common. He spoke as a horseman, and he was well respected in the equine community. 
 He loved salmon fishing in the north, and through his lifetime he created a world class trout fishery on 
Long Island. The fish that swam in the Connetquot were unlike any others. They were strong, vibrant and anglers 
from all over the world would come to fish there. Gil was responsible for the hatchery which produced these fish, 
and he devoted his life to maintaining its quality. Everything he worked at was to benefit the park, and he knew 
every detail of what needed to be done. He policed the many acres and protected it out of his love for the place, 
balancing maintenance with the preservation of nature. 
 I once asked him if he could only fish one fly there what pattern would he choose, and his response was a 
#16 Elk Hair Caddis. He knew where all the bigger, mature trout resided and he respected those who practiced 
catch and release, even before it was a rule and you were allowed to kill 2 fish.  He made an impression on all who 
met him, and the ladies who came to fish on the Casting For Recovery Retreats were always enamored by his gen-
tleman’s charm.  He was a traditionalist, and carried himself with pride and respect. 
 I know many will miss him, but I believe he’s not gone. His spirit will remain, living in the hearts of those 
who love Connetquot as he did. 

    Gil Bergen,  December 15, 1929 - April 4, 2018,  

 of the Connetquot River State Park Preserve, Oakdale, passed away gently in his sleep, overlooking the tranquil 
moon-lit Main Pond, as was his wish. Gil lived a most unique life, having come to the then Southside Sportsman 
Club in 1945. He was to live on this 3500 acre property until the time of his death, serving as the Superintendent of 
the exclusive Club until 1974, at which time the Club transitioned to the Connetquot River State Park Preserve. He 
then became the Park Manager and continued to live overlooking the Main Pond, his employment on the property 
covering a span of an amazing 73 years. The consummate sportsman, naturalist, and equestrian, Gil was known to 
countless visitors to the Property during his tenure. He is probably best known for developing a world class trout 
fishery in the Connetquot, that has been and will continue to be enjoyed by thousands of fishermen who come to 
wander the Preserve. At his request there will be no services. Gil Bergen can best be remembered through the crys-
tal-clear waters that will continue to flow in the Connetquot River in perpetuity.  

New York Times Obituary 
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 Gil Bergen 
December 15, 1929 - April 4, 2018 

 Gil Bergen was born December 15, 1929 
and grew up at Westbrook Estate in Great River 
(built in 1886 and owned by William Bayard Cut-
ting) where Gil’s father was the herdsman for 
Cutting’s prize-winning Jersey cows. The estate 
was just across the highway from the Southside 
Sportsmen’s Club. Gil started working at 14 years 
old in the Westbrook Farm cow barn, milking and 
feeding the cows and going to school. 
 According to Gil, one day he was looking over 
the fence at the old gentlemen fishing and snuck into 
the Southside Sportsmen’s Club. He got brave and 
made his way to the kennels when the dogs started 
to bark. He thought “Oh! I’m in trouble”, but then 
ran into some of the guides and other people that he 
knew. He started working part time at the Southside Sportsmen’s Club in 1945 as a sixteen year old, first guid-
ing some of the members fishing. Several members would have him carry their gear, help net the fish and clean 
them, put them in a basket and wrap them in a package, ready to go to New York City. Gil used to say that his 
parents taught him to listen, learn and be polite, which were the lessons he used in working at the Southside 
Sportsmen’s Club and throughout his life. As time went on he became a dog handler and then a professional 
dog trainer for Labrador Retrievers. He once took Second Place in Field Trials. Gil always had a dog but 
switched over to smaller Terrier breeds in his later years. 
 He eventually became the Superintendent of the South Side Sportsmen’s Club from 1960 (when he was 
30 years old) to June 6th, 1963, when New York State bought the Sportsmen’s Club for $6,192,000.00 dollars 
for parkland. The membership was given a ten year lease as part of the sale and Gil was the Superintendent of 
The Connetquot River Club Inc. for its ten years of existence. 
 In 1973 Gil became the Park Manager when New York State purchased it and it eventually became the 
Connetquot River State Park Preserve. He was still the Park Manager when he died in his 89th year on Wednes-
day evening, April 4. 2018. Gil spent 58 years managing the beautiful 3,473 acre property and spent two years 
in the Army prior to 1960. He was a “hands-on” Manager and knew how to do everything. He worked very hard 
at the Hatchery propagating trout and stocking the streams so that every fisherman would have an excellent 
experience. Gil knew every inch of the Preserve where he either rode his horses, walked or drove around check-
ing on poachers, ensuring that equestrians were riding with permits and were on the right trails, inspecting the 
streams to make sure fishermen were in the correct places, and ensuring users that his beloved park was being 
enjoyed by the countless visitors. From the time the Friends of Connetquot was formed over twenty years ago, 
Gil worked constantly with the Board to continuously improve the buildings, grounds and programming. He dili-
gently managed to maintain the Park as “a bit of Long Island….the way it used to be”. 
 In his job, Gil met hundreds of successful and interesting people (Governors, Senators, Congressmen, 
Biologists, etc.) and their families and clients. He was often invited to parties at their town houses in New York 
City and their Long Island estates and was a guest of the Angler’s Club and Explorer’s Club. Besides being a 
consummate sportsman, he was an avid reader. He was a very good horseman and was invited to go riding and 
fox hunting with some of those acquaintances. In addition, because Gil was a good fisherman and a great shot, 
he was often invited to go Salmon fishing in Canada and asked to travel to Scotland for Grouse shooting and 
also hunted Quail in the south. He was well-respected and made many friends in his years at the Club and the 
Park and is thought of as a Legend. It is the end of an era and he will be sorely missed. 
 Gil lived on the grounds of Connetquot River State Park Preserve from 1957, where in the end, he laid 
peacefully in a bed overlooking the moonlit Main Pond when he passed away, as was his desire. 
 

Friends of Connetquot River State Park Preserve 



 

 Monday Fishing at Connetquot River State Park   2018  
               
 
 
 

 

All you have to do is call Ted Bany at 631-689-2178  or e-mail him at     
tedbany@yahoo.com by Sunday night to add you to the list 

 May 21 June 18 
July 16 August 20 September 17 
October 15 November 19 December 17 

 Gil Bergen, the long-time manager of the Connetquot River 
Sate Park Preserve, passed away after a stroke on April 4th. As per his 
wishes, his cremated remains will be scattered within the park to which 
he devoted his life. 
Mr. Bergen was the son of the Bayard Cutting dairy herd manager, and 
began working as a dog handler and  fishing guide at the elite Southside 
Sportsmans Club ( founded in 1866 ) in 1945. He later worked his way up 
to become the club manager in 1960. A great naturalist, fisherman, and 
equestrian, he was devoted to keeping the 3000-odd acre property pris-
tine in perpetuity . 
 After a 10-year lease-back arrangement, the then-dissolved club 
became the Connetquot River State Park Preserve in 1973, with Mr. Ber-
gen its manager. Gil ensured that its great spring creek trout fishery and 
hatchery operations would become a mecca for fly-fishers the world over and would never be abused as a 
public resource. 
 Many thousands of fly-fishers, equestrians, birders & hikers will forever remain grateful for his 
unwavering stewardship. 
 Gil was truly a link to a storied "golden age " at the former home of titans of industry, Presidents & 
royalty. 
Let us hope that his successor(s) will keep his vision alive for our continued benefit. 
Stripersonline.com 
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Lou Minghinelli with a Pampano in Naples, Florida  

Pres. Howie Solomon’s Bonefish 
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Fish Pix 



 

   The Flyrodder 
    is a monthly publication of  

   The Long Island Flyrodders  

The Long Island Flyrodders 
meet at 8:00 PM on the  

first Tuesday of each Month 
at the:  

 
  Levittown VFW Hall    

55 Hickory Lane 
Levittown, NY 

 
(North of Hempstead Turnpike 
& West of Jerusalem Avenue) 

2018 OFFICERS: 
 

Howie Solomon 
President  

  
Mike Postol 

Vice President 
  

Jonna Berry 
Secretary 

  
Peter Harris 

Treasurer 
 

  
   Roy Placet   Robert I. Skoy, Esq  

Webmaster   Legal Counsel 
 

 

Morty Schneiderman 
 Editor 

Lifrnews@aol.com 
 
 

God Bless America 

www. 
Liflyrodders. 

org 

 

MERCHANDISE CORNER            
 

 
 
 

  
Come see Susan & Nora for the 

best deals in town on all our 
LIFR branded items. 

 
Get ready for fishing season 

with LIFR merchandise  
at prices you can't refuse.  

 
Everything is priced to move!! 

 

 Fishing Photos 
 

 We need your fishing photos for our web-
site photo galleries!!  It’s a very easy process. Just 

email your favorite fishing related photos to  
webmanager@liflyrodders.org, with a brief         

description. If you're a fan of our Facebook page, 
you can add them directly there and we'll copy 

them to the website's photo gallery.   Roy Placet -                    
Webmanager@liflyrodders.org - 

www.liflyrodders.org/ 

LIFR Needs You! 
 

 Our club needs volunteers.      
Please donate some of your time to help out 
at meetings and for other important club 
business. 
 If you can spare a little of your time, 
please see Pres. Howie Solomon, Wolfgang 
Porté, or any Board Member  for informa-
tion.  Thank You 
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Call for information on our schools and free seminars 

 
The  Gallery at Westbury Plaza 

Garden City, NY  11530 
516-794-1681 

ORVIS 

® 

A Sp o r t i ng  Tra d i t io n  
Since 1856 

Complete Fly-Fishing & 
Wingshooting Outfitters 

Classic Country Fashions 
For Men & Women 

Rugged Outdoor Wear 

Distinctive Gifts for the 
Country Home 
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Project Healing Waters Update 
 
Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing, PHWFF, 
based in Northport VA, has new fishing dates. 
The Veterans will be fishing Connetquot on the 
first Monday of every month. And, as before, 
they look to LIFR for volunteers to guide and as-
sist. If you would like to guide, assist and teach a 
Veteran fly fishing at Connetquot, call: 
 
Jim Gilmartin, 516-241-5868 

Farmington Trip 

  All those who signed up for the June 22 
trip to the Farmington must have their 
money in by the May meeting.  Please 
see me at the meeting with a check for 

$100 (camping) or $45. (motel)           
per person, made out to                     

Susan Solomon.  Thanks, Susan  



   Berkley has a program for recycling used 
fishing line.  If you call them and you are a 
business, they will send you a shipping box 
(prepaid) to send in the line.  Their only stipulation 

is that the line be clean and free of all debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  Here’s the Berkley number.  
 1-800-BERKLEY or 1-800-237-5539 
     If you are not a business and you have a bag of line, 
send it to the following address.  Remember that birds and 
marine animals become entangled in fishing line.  Do what 
you can. Make sure the line is clean of debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  

Berkley recycles the line  
Into artificial fishing 

structures. 

Berkley Recycle Program 
1900 18th Street 
Spirit Lake, Iowa   51360 

THE “CAMP-SITE” 
SPORT SHOP 

L.I.'S  LARGEST  FLY  FISHING  SHOP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
 

S A G E  ·  L O O M I S  ·  L AM S O N ·  A B E L  ·  B A U E R  
A I R F L O  ·  M E T Z ·  T I B O R ·  S I M M S  

S C I E N T I F I C  A NG L E R S  ·  O R V I S ·  S T . C R O I X  
  S C O T T F L Y R O D S ·  WH I T I N G    

 

 
RO UT E 110  ( CO RNE R W.  16 t h  ST . )  

HUNT INGT ON ST AT IO N,  NY  
( 631)  271 - 4969  

24 HO UR F AX  ( 631 )  271 - 9621  
C O N T AC T  U S  AT :  

W WW .C AM P S IT E S P OR T SH OP . C OM 
 

OPEN 7  DAYS  

 “So, do we want to go steelhead fishing this 
year?” someone asked. “Yes!” “We haven’t been in a 
few years, and who knows what’s going to happen.” 
 That’s how this year’s trip started sometime in 
the summer. We had a problem though. Where will we 
go first? Dunkirk or Albion. Because we knew we 
were using Reel Action, we asked them. And as you 
might expect, they did not know either because our 
To conserve, protect and restore North America’s cold water fisheries and their watersheds. 

The Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at: 

Hicksville VFW Hall 
320 S. Broadway 

Hicksville at 7:30 p.m. 
Visitors are always welcome. 

 

See www.longislandtu.org for more info. 

 
For fly tying classes, contact: 

Wolfgang Porté:  (516) 741-2342 
 

Attention Flyrodders 
Accessing our old web site, www.lifr.org, will 
automatically redirect you to our new web site, 
www. liflyrodders.org. Access to our old site 
is no longer available, but you’ll find all your 

old favorites and club information  
on the new site.  

Email can be addressed to Roy Placet, our 
webmaster at:  

webmanager@liflyrodders.org 
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 http://tomsfishingstories.com 



January 1, 2018 - December 31, 2018 

$45 $50 
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. This will ensure that  we continue timely delivery of your “Flyrodder”. 

 

 Renewal 
 

 New Member 

Please be advised that our newsletter, “The Flyrodder,” will only be available by e-mail or by  
access on our website:  www.liflyrodder.org. 



FIRST CLASS MAIL 

P.O. Box 8091 
Hicksville, NY  11802 

 LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS COMING EVENTS 
May - 2018 

May 1 General Meeting - 8:00 pm 
 Speaker:  Paul McCain 
 “The Best Flyrod” 
  
May 4 - 6 Natchaug River Camping Trip 
 Contact: Howie & Susan Solomon (mrhsolomon@aol.com 
  
May 7 Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing Connetquot 
 Details & Info on Page 11 
  
May 17 Casting for Recovery Dinner 
 Contact: Rich Cosgrove   (rcosgrove50@gmail.com) 
  
May 21 Connetquot  Monday Fishing 
 Contact:  Ted Bany - Details & Info on Page  8 
  

May 22 Board Meeting 

For more details & info on trips, please visit our website -   
liflyrodders.org  (2018 Trips and Events) 

2018 Dues are Due, Dude!! 


