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Our youngest member, Anna Paulin, six years old, 
granddaughter of Treasurer, Cliff Dies.  See Page 5. 
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            If you look in Webster’s a “club” is described as 
“an association of persons for some common object 
jointly supported and meeting periodically”. I think we 
can agree that the Flyrodders qualifies as a fine example 
of a club. We had our annual Club Dinner at the Stuart 
Thomas Manor on November 13th and it was a great eve-
ning. Al Westbrook and Joe Otterstedt set up a memo-
rable time for us. The room was perfect for our sized 
group and you didn’t have to shout over a too loud DJ. 
Besides getting together and remembering the past fishing 
season we use the occasion to acknowledge the contribu-
tions made by members of the club over the past year as 
well as dedication to the Flyrodders over many years.          
            For the Lifetime Achievement Award the com-
mittee selected Cliff Dies. Cliff has been our treasurer for 
many years. Quietly taking care of business and all the 
work involved in keeping our clubs finances in order, 
keeping up with memberships, dues and all those things. 
Over the years it has always been comforting knowing 
that Cliff has it under control.                                        
            For the Member of the Year Award the commit-
tee selected Joe Otterstedt. Joe is one of those “I’ll take 
care of it people” with no fan fare, no brass band, just re-

sults. As a first year member on the Board of Directors he 
has really stepped up and enthusiastically taken on many 
projects for the club.                                          
             The awards committee chose several members 
that stood out for many different reasons with one thing in 
common…they volunteered. For Volunteer of the Year 
Awards the committee selected Tony Agnese, Dennis 
Aron, Al Battistelli, Joe Caroleo, Nick Friedman, Mike 
Lackey and Peter Yuskovich.                                                     
             We did get a chance to say thanks for a job well 
done to our past President Paul McCain, not only did 
Paul take on the role as President for two years, but this 
was his second time doing it. We all know the dedication 
Paul puts into the club and we all owe him a thanks.     
             Our club has an award called the Ancient Order 
of the Angle, this award is not given every year, it can be 
to an individual, to a company or to an organization that 
furthers fly fishing through education or good deeds. This 
year we presented the award to Casting for Recovery, a 
group that has done such great work with breast cancer 
survivors. We were so happy that Susan Balch was able 
to join us from the CFR office in Manchester, Vermont to 
accept the award.                                               
             There are so many members that work behind the 
scenes running trips, working on the newsletter, setting up 
the meetings and all those things that make the club func-
tion. To all of you I want to say “gee thanks.” 
             See you on the river,   Mike 
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For Your Nymphormation 
 

by Lee Weil 

            The Annual LIFR Dinner is our club’s way 
of expressing gratitude for the efforts of those mem-
bers who go the extra mile, and this year was no ex-
ception.  While many were recognized and awarded, 
there are also others whom I would like to extend my 
appreciation to for their assistance in our Connetquot 
based events.  
            Each year our club hosts groups such as those 
from United Cerebral Palsy and AHRC (aka “Drew’s 
Crew). These outings are coordinated by our Handi-
capped Fishing director, Stu Minsky. In addition to 
Stu, we depend on the aid of several members who 
assist the participants in fishing, especially those more 
severely challenged.  At the last Handicapped Fishing 
event, we faced the day with a shorter than usual list 
of volunteers, however, by the time the bus arrived 
and the word got out that we were in need, we had 
more than enough to go around; another example of 
how this club will pull together for a good cause.  

            The Flyrodders also participate in the Casting 
For Recovery Retreats and CFR alumni events 
held on Long Island at Connetquot and Caleb Smith.  
These retreats have hosted over 100 breast cancer sur-
vivors on Long Island. Between the LIFR and LITU 
the list of “River Helpers” is so long that the volunteer 
coordinator, Sol Harz has to divide the retreats up to 
give everyone a chance to serve. I’m sure this is a di-
lemma that other organizations wouldn’t mind having 
to deal with.  
            Therefore, I feel that it is appropriate at the 
end of the year to express, on behalf of CFR, Stu Min-
sky and the event participants, our appreciation to the 
guys without whom these events would not be possi-
ble.  I apologize in advance for anyone whose name I 
may have inadvertently omitted. 
 

Have a blessed Holiday Season!            
Tight Lines, Lee          

     Herman Abrams                 
     Joe Caroleo                        
     Jim Foley    
     Coreen Gelber        
     Mike Gelber                        
     Paul Granger         

     Jack Hinger                         
     Jerry LeBoyer                      
     Jessie Lilly 
     Linda Macy 
     Len Melnik 
     Frank Mendolia 

     Joe Otterstedt 
     Wolfgang Porté      
     Susan Solomon 
     Bob Stapf                           
     Eileen Stapf                       
     Carl Wurzbach 

And the winner is ………   Lee Weil 
Pres. Mike Gelber with Lee, who won the Annual Dinner rod 
raffle. 
 

Top right:  On the chow line. 
 

Bottom right:  Awards and prize table. 
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OAK ORCHARD RIVER TRIP    
By Al Battistelli 

          During the week of October 20th nine Flyrodders 
made the second annual club trip of 450 miles to fish the 
Oak Orchard tributary of Lake Ontario. This tributary is 
famous primarily for its spawning run of huge brown trout 
in addition to steelhead, king salmon and coho salmon 
runs. Last year we hit the brown trout run just right and 
caught mainly these large spawners. This year, however, 
due to the different weather this summer, the brown trout 
run had not yet materialized to any extent but the king 
salmon run, which should have been waning, was at its 
peak and we had a ball with these 20 to 35 pound giants. 
          While the fishing was fantastic, (hooking up to one 
of these bruisers was like being hooked up to a runaway 
freight train), what really made the trip unbelievably great 
were the local people. Last year, we had to park at a place 
called Tom's Landing, a grass field where we paid $2.00 
to park and then had to walk down to the river and then 
wade in the river, in the dark, for quite a distance to get to 
the pools to fish. Well, Jim Foley remembered that there 
was a club by the name of "St. Mary's Archers Club" right 
on the bank of the river by the pool where we fished last 
year. Jim decided to call the club and initially was told that 
it was a private club and not open to the public. However, 
after talking with their president. Bob McGannick, telling 
him about the Flyrodders, we were invited to park our cars 
by the club, right by the popular Archers pool. 
          As great as this was, upon arrival at the club on the 
first morning at about 5:15 a.m. in order to secure good 
spots on the river, we were amazed to find two members 
of the St. Mary's club already there cooking breakfast for 
us! We could have eggs, bacon, hash browns, pancakes, 
coffee, etc. - whatever we wanted. After a hearty break-
fast, we of course asked what we owed them. We were 
told there was a jar where we could, if we wished, make a 
modest donation to the Club - but if we didn't have any 
small bills/change with us, not to worry about it. Later, af-

ter an active morning of wrestling with the huge salmon, 
we were invited to participate in a lunch of burgers, 
franks, venison stew, chili and kielbasa in sauerkraut 
with coffee, tea or soft drinks. This was repeated each 
day of the trip. These guys treated us like long lost broth-
ers! 
           On the last day of fishing, when we went to say 
our goodbyes and thanks for the wonderful treatment, 
they wouldn't let us leave until they broke out a keg of 
beer and wanted to cook us a supper of bison steaks. 
(Even the local conservation officers joined in the party). 
We certainly are going to keep in touch with this Club 
and look forward to a return club trip next year. The peo-
ple are great and the 
fishing is great. You can't beat it. Be sure to check out 
the trip photos on the LIFR website and think about 
making the trip next year which is tentatively scheduled 
for October 17, 2005. One last comment, unlike Pulaski, 
the wading is extremely easy. No korkers, studs or wad-
ing staffs needed. The bottom is primarily sandy, no 
rocks to speak of and the current is relatively mild. Also, 
the folks fishing there are, in general, friendly, helpful 
and courteous. 

Gene Stephens Wolfgang Porté Al Battestelli 

Left to right: Wolfgang Porté, Gordon Mueller, Armen  
Melkonian, John Wester, Gene Stephens, Jim Foley,  

Al Battistelli, Andy Zagoran and Jerry LeBoyer.  
(Oak Orchard, NY trip - October 2004)  



 

 

CASTING FOR RECOVERY  
FLY BOX  

SPECIAL OFFER 
 

                        Here's your chance to help sponsor a  
Long Island Retreat for breast cancer survivors 
and treat yourself to a dozen trout flies (or use 
them as a gift). For a suggested minimum  
donation of $20 you will receive a compartment 
flybox and a dozen trout pattern flies, a great 
deal!  Total proceeds will go toward funding the 
                       2005 Long Island  

Casting For Recovery Retreats.  
 

To  order your flybox call: 
 Lee Weil at 516-997-6743.  

Or send your check to:  
Lee Weil - CFR Fly Box  

 57 Cobalt Lane  
Westbury, NY  11590.  
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Call for information on our schools and free seminars 
 
 

50 Glen Cove Road, Greenvale, NY 11548  (516) 484-1860 
Open daily 10 - 7, Thursday 10 - 8, Saturday 10 - 6, Sunday 11 - 5 

ORVIS 

® 

A Sp o r t i ng  Tra d i t i o n  
Since 1856 

Complete Fly-Fishing & 
Wingshooting Outfitters 

Classic Country Fashions 
For Men & Women 

Rugged Outdoor Wear 

Distinctive Gifts for the 
Country Home 

            Anna and proud grandfather Cliff (Poppy) Dies. 
 
Left: Our youngest member, 6 year old Anna Paulin holding 
her first brook trout that she caught on her first fly fishing  
outing. By session's end, she had caught and released  
(all by herself) eight brook trout. (Connetquot River, July 25)  
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For fly tying classes, contact: 
 Herb Schneiderman: (718) 468-5519.  

For casting classes, contact: 
 Herman Abrams: (516) 593-6024  
or George Simon: (516) 610-8907 

            Berkley has a program for recycling used 
fishing line.  If you call them and you are a 
business, they will send you a shipping box 
(prepaid) to send in the line.  Their only stipulation is 
that the line be clean and free of all debris, hooks, 
and metal attachments.  Here's the number for 
Berkley:  

 1-800-BERKLEY or (712) 336-1520. 
     If you are not a business and you have a bag of 
line, send it to the following address.  Remember 
that birds and marine animals become entangled in 
fishing line.  Do what you can. Make sure the line is 
clean of debris, hooks, and metal attachments.   
Berkley recycles the line into artificial fishing 

Berkley 
1900 18th Street 

Spirit Lake, Iowa   51360 
Attn: Recycle Program 

 

 ORVIS, Thomas & Thomas, Scott, Ex-Officio, Chota, Tarponwear 
 

ANGLERS’ DEN 
11 East Main Street 
Pawling, NY  12564 

Located in the historic Village of Pawling 
 
 

www.Anglers-Den.com  
Info@Anglers-Den.com 845-855-5182 

                            

Torrey Collins 
Store Manager 

24 Kent Road • Cornwall Bridge, Connecticut  06754 
Telephone: (860) 672-1010 

THE “CAMPTHE “CAMPTHE “CAMPTHE “CAMP----SITE”SITE”SITE”SITE”    
SPORT SHOPSPORT SHOPSPORT SHOPSPORT SHOP    

L.I.'S  LARGEST  FLY  FISHING  SHOP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
 

S A G E  ·  L O O M I S  ·  L A M S O N  ·  A B E L  ·  B A U E R  

B I L L Y  P A T E  ·  M E T Z  ·  F I L S O N  ·  S I M M S  

S C I E N T I F I C  A N G L E R S  ·  O R V I S  ·  S T . C R O I X  

L O O P  ·  R O G U E  ·  C O L U M B I A  ·  C O R T L A N D  
 

 
R O UT E  1 1 0  ( C O RN E R  W .  1 6 t h  ST . )  

H U NT I NG T O N  ST AT IO N ,  NY  
( 6 3 1 )  2 7 1 - 4 9 6 9  

2 4  H O U R  F AX  ( 6 3 1 )  2 7 1 - 9 6 2 1  
C O N T AC T  U S  AT :  C A M P S I T E L I @ AO L . C O M  

 

OPEN 7 DAYS  
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             The undersigned hereby applies for membership or renewal, in the LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS, INC. ("LIFR").  
 I understand the inherent risk in participating in the activities of LIFR, including fishing trips, of one day or longer, which LIFR may make 
available to members. I understand that LIFR activities may take me into remote areas, and that I may not be able to be promptly 
evacuated or receive proper medical care in the event of injury or disease.  I further understand that I am solely responsible for all costs of 
medical treatment and transportation.   

Intending to be legally bound, for myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators, except to the extent that indemnity insurance is 
available, I waive, release, indemnify, and hold harmless, LIFR, its Officers, Board of Directors, and members, against any and all claims 
for personal injury, disease, death, and property damage or loss, that I may incur, arising out of or connected in any way with any and all 
LIFR activities. I assume the risk of undertaking all LIFR activities, including related travel.  
 
Member Signature: ________________________________________      Date: ________________________ 
 
Print name:             ______________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                 
Address:            _________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Home phone:      (           ) ______________________________________  
           
Office phone:      (           ) ______________________________________ 
 
E-mail address: (optional)______________________________________ 
 
Consent given to post e-mail address on LIFR Web Site:   Yes (       )  No 
(        ) 
                                         
Family Application must be signed by each Family Member or Guardian, as applicable. 
 
Dues:  Individual $30.00 ____    Family (including children under 16 yrs) $40.00 ____    Junior (under 18 yrs) $15.00 ____ 
 
Mail this form to:        LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS, INC 

 P.O. 8091 
 Hicksville, NY 11802  

 
In case of emergency, when reasonably  
feasible, contact: 
 
Name: ______________________________ 
 
Relationship: _________________________ 
 
Home Phone: (           ) _________________ 
 
Office Phone: (           ) _________________ 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

! 

! 

            
           We would like to express our 
appreciation to  these members 
who came and demonstrated their 
skills at the November General 
Meeting Fly Tying Night. Thank you 
all!       
 
Herman Abrams 
John Fischer 
Bruce Greco 
Allan Manz 
Paul McCain 
Wolfgang Porté 
Bill Teresco 
Mark Wayne 
Lee Weil 
Peter Yuskevich 
  
 

Just a Little Outdoor Humor  
               Taken from Acadiana Fly Rodders newsletter – On The Fly 
                                           Submitted by Jerry Kunnath 
  
            A Louisiana game warden sees a man walking back to his 
camp at a State park with a bucket full of live fish. He stops the 
man and asks if the man has a fishing license to keep the fish. The 
man answers the warden that these fish are his 'pet' fish. The man 
says that every day he takes them in the evening down to the lake, 
throws them in and that when he whistles the fish will return and 
jump back in the bucket. The warden tells him that that's a bunch a 
malarkey and reaches for his citation booklet, intending to write 
the man a citation for a fish and game violation. The man tells the 
warden that if he doesn't believe him, then the warden should fol-
low him back to the lake’s edge and he will show him. As they get to 
the water, the man spills the fish into the lake. He then turns 
around and starts to walk away. The warden, who by this time is 
quite fascinated, asks the man 'when he will whistle'. The man asks 
him 'who he's supposed to whistle to'? the warden says, 'for the 
fish'. The man says 'what fish'? 



FIRST CLASS MAIL 

P.O. Box 8091 
Hicksville, NY  11802 

 LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS COMING EVENTS 
December - 2004 

  
  
December 7 General Meeting - 8:00 P.M. 
 Annual Holiday Party 
 & Grab Bag 
  
  
  
December Fly Tying Night  - 7:00 P.M. 
 at Pancho’s Border Grill in Bethpage 
 Contact:  Paul McCain (516) 536-1418 
  
  
  
December Board Meeting 
 7:30 P.M. at the Levittown VFW Hall 
  
  
  
  


