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This Month’s Meeting: 
August 5, 2014 

Guest Speaker 

Joe Otterstedt 

“Bonefishing Bahamas’ Style 

Deux” 
 

(Chef Paul’s bar-b-que starts at 6pm) 

Charlie DeStefano Hands Over the Coffee Supplies to Mike Scheiner 

Charlie to Replace Bob Picciano as Secretary 



 

From The Merchandise Corner 
 

Fly fishing design belts 50% discount 
See Jim Foley to order and pay for your belt...  $6-$10 depending on size. 

We must order 6 similar belts with the same design to pay wholesale prices. 

 
Those who ordered belts at the July 1st meeting please see Jim  

to pick a new design that meets the order minimums. 
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   After several years as Secretary, Bob Pic-

ciano has decided to resign.  At the last Board 

Meeting Charlie DeStefano volunteered to take 

over the position.  When Mike Scheiner was 

late to the Board Meeting, he was appointed to 

take Charlie’s place as the Coffee and Donuts 

Provider.  Upon his arrival, Mike was both sur-

prised and pleased to be given such an im-

portant job.  Anyone who has held the posi-

tion in the past will tell you how highly the 

members regard their coffee and cake.  Not to 

worry, Mike will do a great job. 

 We thank Bob for his years of service to the 

Club and we thank Charlie for stepping up to 

fill the opening.  We are now looking for a 

new board member.  If you’re interested, 

please see Tom. 

Bob Picciano Resigns as Secretary 

SAVE  THE DATE 

Annual Awards Banquet 

Saturday October 25 

Pompeii Italian Restaurant 

West Hempstead 

 Peter Dubno (shown at right on screen and in the flesh) gave an illu-

minating presentation at the July meeting.    Attendees were treated to an 

entertaining video as well as an informative presentation on where, how 

and when to fish in Montana.  Peter held nothing back as he shared his 

knowledge and experiences with the crowd.  Many questions were asked, 

and Peter was able to answer them all.  At present, Peter is back in Mon-

tana visiting his son, fishing,  and hopefully gathering enough footage for 

another film presentation in the near future. 

 This month’s meeting will feature Joe Otterstedt’s presentation on 

bonefishing in the Bahamas. 

 Coming to our meetings allows you the opportunity to experience 

destination fly fishing from the comfort of your chair.   Come, sit back, 

and be entertained by our monthly speakers.   

Peter Dubno Wows Club with Presentation on Montana 



 

 

 

For Your Nymphormation 
 

by Lee Weil 

THE CONNETQUOT: IS IT TOO LATE?                                                                                            By Fred Golofaro 
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 It was back in January of 2009 that the freshwater 

division of our New York Department of Conservation, 

in all of its infinite wisdom, decided it would not renew 

the permit to operate the trout hatchery in Connetquot 

State Park Preserve. Tests conducted in 2006 revealed 

the presence of Infectious Pancreatic Necrosis (IPN) in 

the river’s trout population. Efforts to eliminate the 

problem were not successful, hence the DEC’s refusal 

to renew the park’s permit, shut down the hatchery and 

empty the park of some 80,000 trout.   

 The real issue though was why DEC reacted with 

such extreme measures to a disease that is common 

throughout the trout’s range in the continental United 

States and is endemic to 40 percent of the hatcheries in 

Great Britain. IPN is not communicable to humans, it is 

not a threat to those who handle or consume infected 

fish, and it is not even considered a problem in most 

states or other countries. Pennsylvania, with some of 

the best trout streams in the East does not consider IPN 

a problem, despite its presence in many of the state’s 

trout waters. IPN has had no discernible impact on the 

propagation of brook, brown or rainbow trout in the 

Connetquot hatchery. Many other forms of wildlife 

such as osprey, seagulls, herons, kingfishers, raccoons, 

muskrats and eels which inhabit the park carry the vi-

rus, with no apparent harm to themselves. Evidence of 

the IPN virus has also been found in crustaceans and 

shellfish. At the time, the park’s manager, Gil Bergen 

noted that he had not observed signs of the virus in the 

trout or excessive mortality as a result of it. Noting 

that no testing was done prior to 2006, he said that 

“IPN could have been present for a hundred years.”  

 Mr. Bergen has managed the hatchery and the 

park’s fishery for over 50 years, and it was under his 

stewardship that Connetquot developed into a world 

class trout fishery that attracted anglers from all over 

the country, and even some from other countries like 

France, Italy, Japan and Australia. It was common 

for anglers to arrive the day and night before, sleep-

ing in their cars so that they could get one of the 

more popular beats which were issued on a first 

come – first serve basis. It was through his efforts 

that Kamloops rainbows and Seeforellen brown trout 

were introduced to the river, and both browns and 

rainbows topping the 10-pound mark were not un-

common. During one of our Fisherman outings in the 

park, a guest who has trout fished all over the world, 

caught the biggest trout of his life, a 13-pound rain-

bow, and was astounded by the quality of the fishing.  

That is all a distant memory now, but the travesty 

still lingers. Since the closing of the hatchery, DEC’s 

decision has destroyed a world class fishery, greatly 

reduced the quality of the fishing in public waters 

(Bubbles Fall and Rattlesnake Creek) below the park, 

deprived the parks department of a much needed rev-

enue source, while having to incur hundreds of thou-

sand of dollars in consulting fees and clean-up costs 

(Continued on page 4) 

Peter Brower 
shows off his 
newly embroi-
dered club jacket.   
 
Thanks to Jim 
Foley for arrang-
ing all the embroi-
dery. 

 

In lieu of my regular column I would ask that you read the following article by Fred Golofaro, Editor of The Fisherman Magazine.  His 

words echo my sentiments and I believe we all need to remember the battle isn't lost yet.   God Bless and Tight Lines, Lee 



 
Page 4 

 

The Fishing Hole 
Fish Tales and Other Adventures 
Tale told by Charlie DeStefano 

    I would like to tell you of a little slice of heaven I recently visited in 

Pennsylvania.:  Spruce Creek 
 

In the lovely town of Spruce Creek, PA. with it’s farms abundant and 

cow’s a plenty, sits a dairy farm owned by the Harpster family, and let 

me tell you, they have a beautiful piece of property. We pulled in on a 

Wednesday morning and spoke to the owner Wayne Harpster who gave 
us the outlines of do’s and don’ts, but there weren’t many don’ts to 

worry about. The stream was only 20ft across and grazing grass along 

the entire length made for a nice place to stand and fish with not too 

much to navigate around. The stream was also only 40 yards from the 

cabin we were staying at and loaded with 20” plus browns, rainbows 

and brookies. This is the same cabin our past President Jimmy Carter 

stays at and fishes as he and Wayne the owner are very close friends. 

No, we didn’t have secret service guys with us, but we were 5 guys with 

a mile and a half of stream to ourselves and more fish in the water 

than you could shake a stick (or rod) at. Only a short walks distance if 
you needed to head back to the cabin for a bathroom break or another 

glass of fine spirits to keep you company while taking some casts.  The 

fish seemed to like the “ol standby” pheasant tail bead head nymph as 

well as caddis pupa nymphs. We caught some on sulpher dries, but the 

hatches were a little slow due to the cool weather, but plenty of fish 

were caught and released.  My biggest was a 20” brown but my best 

was a 19” brook trout that looked like a football. Others caught up to 
23” fish and there were smiles all around. Although it was a little 

pricey for me to consider doing it a few times a year, the fishing and 

atmosphere was worth every penny. Spruce Creek is a winner for 

sure!  

 

  
   Bill Mason with a nice Brown trout at Spruce Creek 

  

If you have a fish story to tell, please relate it to Charlie DeStefano and he will turn it into an article for a fu-

ture Flyrodder.  Send it to cdestefano@usginc.com 

to rid the hatchery and its water source of IPN, put a 

nearby fly fishing shop out of business and impacted 

the business of at least a half dozen other shops in the 

area, and crippled a hatchery that has been in operation 

for more than 140 years and threatened its listing on 

the National Registry of Historic Buildings - I could go 

on, but enough is enough. It’s both saddening and 

maddening that this was allowed to occur, despite 

much opposition from local legislators, numerous fish-

ing and conservation organizations and the public.  

DEC blamed the problem on an overcrowded trout 

population – yes it was wonderfully overcrowded and 

allowed even a neophyte fly fisher the opportunity to 

have a successful outing for the 20 or 25 dollars it cost 

to fish the park’s waters. There were also a handful of 

people concerned that Connetquot fish entering tidal 

waters could “possibly” infect the small population of 

native brook trout in Carmans River. All of the damage 

done to the Connetquot because of “possibly” infecting 

some brook trout in another river system? Give me a 

The Connetquot: Is It Too Late? 
 

(Continued from page 3) 

break.  

 And this brings me to why I’m addressing this issue 

again. I suspect that if Governor Andrew Cuomo was 

in office at the time, he would not have allowed this to 

happen. He is a fisherman himself, and his recent ef-

forts to publicize the quality of the fishing in New 

York State through television commercials makes me 

wonder if it is not too late to restore the park to at least 

some of its past glory. Current plans by DEC to re-

store the fishery are lame and will provide no better 

fishing than what you will find on public waters with-

out paying a fee. Kudos to Friends of Connetquot for 

their efforts to fund the restoration of the hatchery and 

the well that DEC requires to restore the water supply. 

I say forget the well, let the river supply the hatchery 

again, and fish raised in the hatchery be used to sup-

port the river’s fishery. I doubt the fishing can ever be 

returned to its original state, especially if Gil Bergin 

with his extensive knowledge and experience of 

coldwater fisheries is not involved, but the right peo-

ple with a desire to provide a high quality fishing ex-

perience to the public should certainly be able to do a 

better job than what is currently planned.  
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Enter the Caption Contest -  

Send your submission to lifrnews@aol.com.  Winner 

will be announced in next month’s Flyrodder 

Fish, Toads and Snakes on the  

West Branch of the Delaware Trip 
By Linda Macy 

The 2014 West Branch trip gave us a Delaware River 

that, unlike last year, was not raging and unfishable.  

The river was in perfect condition for the weekday trip.  

We had a substitute trip leader, Peter Van Buskirk, and a 

long time LIFR member and son of the long time LIFR 

member Danny Van Buskirk … now residing in Penn-

sylvania. Peter was a fabulous trip leader with a long 

standing knowledge of the West Branch. He was just off 

his job of aquatic studies at the Conowingo Dam in Pa. 

Peter knew all the fishing areas to float, to wade , and 

where you could find guides. Danny VB was taking care 

of his wife Judy since she recently broke her ankle.  Ju-

dy and Peter pre-prepared the scrumptious baked pota-

toes for the Tuesday night cookout that we had at the 

Smith’s Colonial Motel in Hancock. The steaks and sal-

ad also came with mushrooms and onions. Morning cof-

fee, juice, cereal, bagels, lox, as well as other goodies 

were always 

available at the 

appropriate time.  

The fishing 

weather was ra-

ther good with 

hours of clouds 

on some days and 

showers that nev-

er really inter-

fered with our 

activity. The 

West Branch of 

the Delaware is 

not a stocked riv-

er and the fish are 

difficult to catch 

and usually large.  

Peter caught a 20 

inch trout while floating the West Branch.  This is 

the best way to fish this river but there are many 

wading areas as well.  Some wading areas require a 

good amount of walking. Peter provided a tour of all 

areas to fish and wade.  My favorite area was the 

Lordville area.  Peter, who is a wealth of fishing in-

formation, explained that the shad run comes up to 

the bridge in Lordville. If you happen to arrive dur-

ing the shad run you could catch one of these beau-

ties. Lordville, about 4 miles south of the Smith’s 

Colonial Motel, is an unusual area.  I learned that 

there are many timber rattlers in this area so walk 

with care when you are there. I saw a beautiful 

northern water snake up close and personal when 

Peter VB brought Joe O and me down to one of the 

boat ramps.   

Stan Steen, who also used a kayak, caught quite a 

few fish though I don’t know if most were on the 

Beaverkill or the Willowemoc or West Branch since 

these other river areas are in close proximity.  Cliff 

Dies caught fish on the West Branch as did Peter 

Dubno. Peter D caught fish up near Deposit.  Water 

temps can vary 10 degrees between areas so it is best 

to use a thermometer and note the time of day that 

hatches appear. Joe Otterstedt caught a couple beau-

tiful trout on the Beaverkill while on the way home 

from Hancock, NY. 

The Gil Padovani memorial campfire was held down 

on the lawn of the Smith’s Colonial Motel while the 

fire flies and the sunset entertained us. Gil passed 

away during the week of last year’s West Branch trip 

and we miss him dearly.  Peter Van Buskirk had 

some great stories about Gil.  The stories about their 

Argentina trip a few years ago were the best.  While 

Peter, Joe, and I were enjoying the campfire, Peter 

left his room door open.  A few toads, who appeared 

every night around dusk all around the motel, decid-

ed to move in and check out his room. In addition to 

this wildlife, there are plenty of robins, swallows, 

killdeer, hawks, hummingbirds, and a resident pair 

of groundhogs who live on the back lawn of the 

Smith’s Colonial Motel along with the fabulous fire 

flies. The view of the river and the skyline from the 

motel is fabulous.    

We would like to thank trip captain Peter Van 

Buskirk for the great trip, all the hard work, and his 

fishing expertise that he shared with us all.   

 

A home in Lordville 



 

Flyrodders Enjoy Family Picnic 

 After a long hiatus, the Board decided to revive the 

annual family picnic.  Lee took on the task of securing 

the venue, obtaining the food, and planning the enter-

tainment.  Kudos to her for a job well done.  After be-

ing fed by chefs Mike and Coreen Gelber, everyone got 

involved in the games Lee devised. 

 People participated in a Redneck Relay Race, as 

well as casting competitions in distance and accuracy. 

 The Castelli family won the Redneck Relay Race, 

Chris Castelli won for accuracy and Howie Solomon 

won for distance.  Wolfgang Porté, Bob Picciano and 

Coreen were the judges. 

 Thanks to everyone who came and to everyone who 

helped to make the event a success. 

Rich  

Cosgrove 

poses with 

Redneck  

Relay Judge  

Ellie May  

Solomon 
  

 

Bob  

Andrzejewski 

warms up for 

the casting 

competition. 
 

It’s not easy to keep 

your Redneck wad-

ers up while casting 

a Marshmallow fly.  

The audience cheers 

Mike on as he aims 

for the target. 

Georgette Castelli runs down the course in 

her Redneck waders. 
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Call for information on our schools and free seminars 

 
The  Gallery at Westbury Plaza 

Garden City, NY  11530 

516-794-1681 

ORVIS 

® 

A Sp or t i ng  Tra d i t io n  

Since 1856 

Complete Fly-Fishing & 
Wingshooting Outfitters 

Classic Country Fashions 
For Men & Women 

Rugged Outdoor Wear 

Distinctive Gifts for the 
Country Home 
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If you would like to receive monthly 

meeting reminders, or your copy of 

the Flyrodder, by email, contact  

Rich Cosgrove at 

rcosgrove50@gmail.com 

 Fishing Photos 

 We need your fishing photos for our website 

photo galleries!!  It’s a very easy process. Just email 

your favorite fishing related photos to  

webmanager@liflyrodders.org, with a brief  de-

scription. 

  If you're a fan of our Facebook page, you can 

add them directly there and we'll copy them to the 

website's photo gallery.    

Gordon Mueller     Webmanager@liflyrodders.org 

 www.liflyrodders.org/ 



   Berkley has a program for recycling used 
fishing line.  If you call them and you are a 
business, they will send you a shipping box 
(prepaid) to send in the line.  Their only stipulation 

is that the line be clean and free of all debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  Here’s the Berkley number.  
 1-800-BERKLEY or 1-800-237-5539 
     If you are not a business and you have a bag of line, 
send it to the following address.  Remember that birds and 
marine animals become entangled in fishing line.  Do what 
you can. Make sure the line is clean of debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  

Berkley recycles the line  
Into artificial fishing 

structures. 

Berkley Recycle Program 

1900 18th Street 

Spirit Lake, Iowa   51360 

       

       

       

    

 

 

 

       

   

 

Torrey Collins 
Store Manager 

24 Kent Road • Cornwall Bridge, Connecticut  06754 
Telephone: (860) 672-1010 

 

THE “CAMP -SITE”  

SPORT SHOP 

L.I.'S  LARGEST  FLY  FISHING  SHOP 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
 

S A G E  ·  L O O M I S  ·  L A M S O N  ·  A B E L  ·  B A U E R  

A I R F L O  ·  M E T Z  ·  T I B O R ·  S I M M S  

S C I E N T I F I C  A N G L E R S  ·  O R V I S  ·  S T . C R O I X  

  S C O T T  F L Y R O D S  ·  W H I T I N G    
 

 

R O UT E 1 1 0  ( C O RN ER  W .  1 6 t h  ST . )  

H U NT I NGT ON  ST AT IO N ,  NY  

( 6 3 1 )  2 7 1 -4 9 6 9  

2 4  H O U R  F AX ( 6 3 1 )  2 7 1 - 9 6 2 1  

C O N T AC T  U S  AT :  
W W W . C AM P S I T E S P OR T S H O P . C O M  

 

OPEN 7 DAYS  

 “So, do we want to go steelhead fishing this 

year?” someone asked. “Yes!” “We haven’t been in a 

few years, and who knows what’s going to happen.” 

 That’s how this year’s trip started sometime in 

the summer. We had a problem though. Where will we 

go first? Dunkirk or Albion. Because we knew we 

were using Reel Action, we asked them. And as you 

might expect, they did not know either because our 
To conserve, protect and restore North America’s cold water fisheries and their watersheds. 

The Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited 

meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at: 

Hicksville VFW Hall 

320 S. Broadway 

Hicksville at 7:30 p.m. 

Visitors are always welcome. 
 

See www.longislandtu.org for more info. 

 

For fly tying classes, contact: 

Wolfgang Porté:  (516) 741-2342 
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At the July meet-
ing, some lined 
up for food while 
others got a 
casting lesson. 
 

(L) Frank Chin 
helps Paul cook 
up the burgers. 
(R) Ryan Murad 
gets some  tips 
from Tony Ertola. 
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January 1, 2014 - December 31, 2014 



FIRST CLASS MAIL 

P.O. Box 8091 
Hicksville, NY  11802 

August 1-3 Housatonic Camping Trip 

 Trip Captains:  Rich & Ann Marie Cosgrove 

  

  

August 5 General Meeting - 8 pm 

Tuesday Come early for the Cook-out (6pm) 

  

  

August 26 Board of Directors Meeting - 7:30 pm 

Tuesday  

  

            Coming Up in October 

October 3-5 Housatonic Camping Trip II 

Fri-Sun Trip Captains:  Bob Heppler and Crew 

  

  

October 25 Annual Awards Dinner 

Saturday Pompeii Restaurant– West Hempstead 

  

  

  

 LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS COMING EVENTS 

August - 2014 


