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This Month’s MeetingThis Month’s MeetingThis Month’s MeetingThis Month’s Meeting    
 December 2, 2008 December 2, 2008 December 2, 2008 December 2, 2008    

Guest Speakers: 
 

John Kowalchyk & Chart Guthrie 
 

“State of the Connetquot River  
State Park Preserve” 

Pres. Joe Otterstedt (L), presenting Dave Minassian a crystal Member 
of the Year award for 2008, at the Annual Awards Dinner. Dave serves 
on the board as a  director, is our merchandise coordinator and  a trip 
leader. See more photos of the Annual Awards Dinner on page 4. 

Member of the Year 2008 
Dave Minassian 



Page 2 
 

SPORT SHOP, L.L.C. 
 

LIVINGSTON MANOR, NY 

845-439-4476 

Fellow Flyrodders:  In my November Presidents 
letter, I discussed the IPN problem at the Conny, and 
my promise to keep the membership informed of asso-
ciated issues.  In keeping with that promise, we had Dr. 
Richard Steinberger of the Idle Hour Fly Fishing Club 
speak at the November meeting on his data mining of 
Infectious Pancreatic Necrosis (IPN).  I am pleased to 
announce that at our December meeting we will have 
two more guest speakers; Chart Guthrie of the DEC and 
John Kowalchyk of the Parks Dept. addressing the 
"State of the Connetquot River State Park Preserve”.  
The information provided by these individuals should 
provide LIFR a sound basis from which an informed 
position can be made.  I urge all members to come to 
the December meeting and hear what these gentlemen 
have to say and to gain comprehensive insight into the 
issue. 

We held our annual Flyrodder club awards 
dinner on November 8th at the Holiday Inn in Carle 
Place.  Kudos go to Susan and Howard Solomon for 
arranging the dinner which was quite good and enjoyed 
by all participants.  I missed seeing many of our mem-

bers there and hope you will include attending in your 
plans next year. 

On the fishing front, we had a great trip to the 
Cattaraugus and Oak Orchard for Steelhead, Big 
Browns and Salmon.  Dave Minassian coordinated the 
trip for the ten LIFR members and we all caught fish, 
including what we believe to be a record Leaf Fish 
(unfortunately we released the Leaf fish and did not get 
a picture to send to the IGFA for official record status).  
The weather was great, flights were on time, and we 
had a lot of laughs as well, including an anatomy lesson 
on poultry provided by our own Mike Gelber. 

Please check the club website and newsletter for 
upcoming events.  And don’t forget that the December 
meeting will also include a grab bag holiday event.  If 
you wish to participate in the grab bag, please bring a 
wrapped gift related to fly fishing valued at $15 or so.  I 
hope to see you all at the meeting, and if not have a 
wonderful holiday season and a happy and prosperous 
new year filled with many tight lines! 
 

           Tight Lines and Best Regards  



F  Y  N 

Page 3 
 

For Your Nymphormation 
 

by Lee Weil 

Page 3 

Deer Lee Beloved Custom Flies 
 

 Lee Weil 
 57 Cobalt Lane 

     Westbury, NY  11590 
 
    Custom tied flies of 

all kinds  in your 
choice of colors from 
traditional to exotic. 
Tying instructions 
available. 

Phone: 516-997-6743 
Email: riderntyer@aol.com 
Web: http://deerlee.lifr.org 

Material Things 

Tight Lines & God bless,  Lee 

LIFR Merchandise Corner  
 

See all of the new  
LIFR merchandise along with  

LIFR bargains at the  
"Merchandise Corner"  

operated by Dave Minassian. 
 

 Now that the cold weather has slowed 
down our fishing and made the fly tying bench a 
more comfortable place to spend my spare 
hours, I find myself looking for new patterns to 
tie. One of my favorite places to “shop” is the 
Virtual Fly Box pattern index, with a plethora of 
fresh and saltwater patterns to choose from. 
Many of these flies can be adapted to use for 
both applications; for example, the saltwater 
foam Gurglers downscaled in size work excellent 
for bass and pickerel and tied another size down 
will take bluegill as well.   
 Another interesting way to expand your 
tying repertoire is to explore new substitutes for 
traditional materials.  I discovered a very 
effective dubbing substitute while shopping for 
sweater yarns. I noticed a spool of translucent 
gray mohair-like yarn in a bargain bin for 99 
cents so I tossed it in my basket. When I got 
home I threw it in my fly tying box and forgot 
about it. One day when I was tying Casual Dress 
nymphs I noticed that it had the same color and 
texture as muskrat, so I tied up a few with the 
yarn. They passed the density test in the 
bathroom sink and I began to use it in other 
patterns with much success. The information on 
the spool is written in French and I assume it 
came from a Canadian source, but unfortunately, 

I haven’t seen it anywhere since.  
 Another versatile material is metallic 
thread on spools that can actually be used to 
sew with. This is slightly elastic and can be used 
with a bobbin.  It comes in a multitude of useful 
colors such as red and pearl and makes 
excellent underbodies for Crazy Charlies, 
Serendipities and midge emergers. It can also be 
used as a substitute for Krystal Flash ribbing. I 
buy it in Joanne’s craft store on Old Country 
Road in Westbury.  
 Craft fur is an excellent substitute for soft 
bucktail  streamer patterns. It has a translucent 
quality and takes marker pen decoration very 
well. The type I use comes in generous sheets 
and is very reasonably priced. Rug yarn can be 
used for everything from crawfish bodies to 
Caddis wings, and metallic braid can be ply-
divided to be used as ribbing on nymphs and 
salmon flies.  

There is no end to the possibilities so just 
use your imagination. You can save money and 
discover new ways to tie those old patterns. Start 
thinking outside the box and chances are you will 
start bumping into your fellow tyers at the local 
craft store, rummaging through the bargain bins.  
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2008 Long Island Flyrodders Annual Award Dinner 

Linda Macy and Gordon Mueller 
Presented with Reel of Appreciation Awards 

Left:    Lee Weil at the Fly Tying Symposium 
Right: Paul McCain at the Danbury Show 



Page 5 

SALT LAKE CITY –At its annual meeting today, Trout 
Unlimited (TU) asked fishing equipment manufacturers to 
stop producing felt-soled waders and wading shoes by 2011 to 
help stop the spread of aquatic nuisance species (ANS) by an-
glers in America’s rivers and streams. 
Many waders, wading boots and shoes used by anglers have 
felt-soled bottoms that are used to provide traction while 
walking in water. Felt is a material that transmits aquatic nui-
sance species such as New Zealand mud snails, the invasive 
algae called didymo and the parasite that causes whirling dis-
ease, a disease fatal to trout. Felt soles can very easily become 
impregnated with mud and other organic matter, and become 
difficult or impossible to clean and disinfect. 
 “While the elimination of felt soles on waders and 
boots will not entirely prevent the spread of ANS, this action 
will help reduce the risk and help protect our precious aquatic 
resources,” said David Kumlien, executive director of the 
Whirling Disease Foundation.  This action will also help make 
the public more aware of the threat of ANS and hopefully will 
motivate them to change their behavior and practices related 
to other aquatic recreational activities that may also contribute 
to the spread ANS.”  
 New technology and materials provide viable alterna-
tives to felt. Some manufacturers are already using these 
newer materials on wading shoes and angling products. 
 Preventing the proliferation of aquatic nuisance spe-
cies (ANS) is central to  TU’s mission to conserve and protect 
North America’s trout and salmon fisheries.  The impact of 
ANS to native species is substantial, second only to loss of 
habitat, and is responsible for causing  losses in biodiversity, 
changes in ecosystems, and impacts on economic enterprises 
such as agriculture, fisheries, and international trade. The 

costs of preventing and controlling invasive species are not 
well understood or documented, but estimates indicate that 
the costs are quite high.  
 “It’s like a war on our streams, rivers and lakes, with 
a new enemy rearing its ugly head each week.  First, whirl-
ing disease, then mud snails, then some invasive aquatic 
plant,” said Jack Williams, Trout Unlimited’s senior scien-
tist. “We have to be more aggressive in our battle against the 
spread of invasive species.”   
 ANS are present in many rivers, streams and lakes 
around the country. For example, zebra mussels were first 
found in Lake St. Clair near Detroit, Michigan in 1986 and 
now infest waters from Vermont to Oklahoma. Each year 
$30 million is spent in the Great Lakes to monitor and con-
trol zebra mussels, which are responsible for massive 
changes in the Great Lakes ecosystem including elimination 
of native mussels and creating toxic algae blooms.  Addi-
tionally, zebra mussels are creating significant impacts on 
Great Lakes fishery resources and fishery restoration ef-
forts.  The invasive algae didymo, often called “rock snot”, 
is present in rivers throughout the country, from the Upper 
Connecticut River in New Hampshire, to South Dakota’s 
Rapid Creek. Didymo was first seen in New Zealand, in 
2004. The country has placed a ban on felt boots for the up-
coming 2008 season. A number of U.S. states where aquatic 
nuisance species are found have reportedly discussed the 
possibility of outlawing felt-soled wading equipment.  
 For more information about invasive species and 
what anglers can do to prevent the spread of ANS, go to 
www.tu.org. September 12, 2008 
                 Erin Mooney, National Press Secretary  

Trout Unlimited Asks Manufacturers to Eliminate Production of Felt-Soled Waders and  
Equipment by 2011. Effort will help prevent spread of aquatic nuisance species in  

America’s rivers and streams.  

Reported by Linda Macy 

Left to right:  Paul McCain, Dan Van Buskirk, Morty Schneiderman,  
           Jerry Berkson, Jeff Farrell and Howie Solomon 

Fly Tying Symposium, Somerset, NJ 
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Join Our Fly Swap 
 

You are invited to join any or all of this season’s fly swaps.  They are open to the first 19 people who sign up.    
The rules are as follows: 

 

1. Let me know which swap(s) you will participate in. 
2. Tie the correct number of identical flies for the month’s theme. I will let you know how many flies you 
will tie based on the number of people who sign up.  Everyone will tie one extra fly, which will be donated to 
the club. 
3. Hand in your flies in a box with your name on it along with the recipe for tying the fly.  All flies must be 
turned in by the due date. 

Receive a collection of themed flies and their recipe. 
 

1st Swap – Simple Fly (Materials limited to 2 items).  Sign up by January meeting, due at February  
  meeting. 
2nd Swap – Parachute Fly.  Sign up by February meeting, due at March meeting. 
3rd Swap – Rabbit or Hare Fly (Main ingredient must be rabbit or hare).  Sign up by March meeting, 

 due at April meeting. 
 

Please contact me at 516 997-9451 or mrssolomon@aol.com if you’d like to join or have any questions.   
Thanks, Susan Solomon 

Fly Donations for Somerset 
 

Our annual drive for fly donations to be used in the  
Somerset Fly Fishing Show raffle box is underway.. 

We need your fly donations NOW, as the show is coming up in January. 
 

You will be rewarded with one ticket for every 12 freshwater or 10 saltwater flies submitted.   
Tickets will be entered in a raffle for a valuable prize. 

 

Non-tiers remember:  
We will accept purchased flies or you will be credited for 1 dozen flies for every $8 donation. 

 

Herman Abrams is collecting the flies.   
Please make sure your name and the name of the fly is included with each donation. 

 

The collection process will be recorded on the LIFR website. 

CRT                                    

Can’t remember things?            
We're Here to Help!                     

Send us your e-mail address and 
we'll remind you of upcoming events 

and monthly meetings. Send to: 
Wolfgang Porté     

whporte@optonline.net          



  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Call for information on our schools and free seminars 

 
 

50 Glen Cove Road, Greenvale, NY 11548  (516) 484-1860 
Open daily 10 - 7, Thursday 10 - 8, Saturday 10 - 6, Sunday 11 - 5 

ORVIS 

® 

A Sp o r t i ng  Tra d i t i o n  
Since 1856 

Complete Fly-Fishing & 
Wingshooting Outfitters 

Classic Country Fashions 
For Men & Women 

Rugged Outdoor Wear 

Distinctive Gifts for the 
Country Home 

  
 Every second Tuesday of the month, from 
November thru March, we meet at Pancho's Bor-
der Grill and just tie flies.  
 We start at 7PM and anybody is invited to 
tie flies of their choice, learn new techniques, up-
grade their skills by watching some of the ex-
perts, or just having a light supper with fellow club 
tiers. (Cost for the food is $12 dollars) 
 We even have a "Favorite Fly" program 
were one member will tie the fly of their choice, 
hand out recipies for that fly and give hints and 
directions for a successful completion of the fly 
and how to fish it. 
I f you have any questions, please feel free 
to contact me at 516.741.2342 or  
 whporte@optonline.net 
  
Hope to see you at Pancho's, 
Wolfgang 
  

Pancho's Border Grill 
4119 Hempstead Turnpike 

Bethpage 
516.579.6338 

 
Hi All, 
 
It has been over 2 years since I moved to Texas, 
man time goes fast. Not a lot of trout streams 
down here but the bass fishing is good. But fish-
ing is not the reason for this e-mail. 
Frank Mendolia was a long term member of LIFR 
until he got ill. Frank is in the hospital and the 
prognosis is very dim. I know he would appreciate 
your prayers. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Dennis Aron 
   
 
Mail can be sent to: 
 
Frank Mendolia 
Hoag Pavilion 
Room # 601 
Winthrop University Hospital 
259 First Street 
Mineola, NY 11501 
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   Berkley has a program for recycling used 
fishing line.  If you call them and you are a 
business, they will send you a shipping box 
(prepaid) to send in the line.  Their only stipulation 

is that the line be clean and free of all debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  Here’s the Berkley number.  
 1-800-BERKLEY or 1-800-237-5539 
     If you are not a business and you have a bag of line, 
send it to the following address.  Remember that birds and 
marine animals become entangled in fishing line.  Do what 
you can. Make sure the line is clean of debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  

Berkley recycles the line  
Into artificial fishing 

structures. 

Berkley Recycle Program 
1900 18th Street 
Spirit Lake, Iowa   51360 

  

Torrey Collins 
Store Manager 

24 Kent Road • Cornwall Bridge, Connecticut  06754 
Telephone: (860) 672-1010 

THE “CAMPTHE “CAMPTHE “CAMPTHE “CAMP----SITE”SITE”SITE”SITE”    
SPORT SHOPSPORT SHOPSPORT SHOPSPORT SHOP    

L.I.'S  LARGEST  FLY  FISHING  SHOP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
 

S A G E  ·  L O O M I S  ·  L A M S O N  ·  A B E L  ·  B A U E R  

B I L L Y  P A T E  ·  M E T Z  ·  F I L S O N  ·  S I M M S  

S C I E N T I F I C  A N G L E R S  ·  O R V I S  ·  S T . C R O I X  

L O O P  ·  R O G U E  ·  C O L U M B I A  ·  C O R T L A N D  
 

 
R O UT E  1 1 0  ( C O RN E R  W .  1 6 t h  ST . )  

H U NT I NG T O N  ST AT IO N ,  NY  
( 6 3 1 )  2 7 1 - 4 9 6 9  

2 4  H O U R  F AX  ( 6 3 1 )  2 7 1 - 9 6 2 1  
C O N T AC T  U S  AT :  C A M P S I T E L I @ AO L . C O M  

 

OPEN 7 DAYS  

 

To conserve, protect and restore North America’s cold water fisheries and their watersheds. 

The Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at: 

Hicksville VFW Hall 
320 S. Broadway 

Hicksville at 7:30 p.m. 
Visitors are always welcome. 

 

See www.longislandtu.org for more info. 

For fly tying classes, contact: 
Wolfgang Porté:  (516) 741-2342 

 

 For casting classes, contact: 
 Herman Abrams: (516) 593-6024  
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  The undersigned hereby applies for membership or renewal, in the LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS, INC. ("LIFR").  
 I understand the inherent risk in participating in the activities of LIFR, including fishing trips, of one day or longer, which LIFR may make 
available to members. I understand that LIFR activities may take me into remote areas, and that I may not be able to be promptly 
evacuated or receive proper medical care in the event of injury or disease.  I further understand that I am solely responsible for all costs of 
medical treatment and transportation.   

Intending to be legally bound, for myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators, except to the extent that indemnity insurance is 
available, I waive, release, indemnify, and hold harmless, LIFR, its Officers, Board of Directors, and members, against any and all claims 
for personal injury, disease, death, and property damage or loss, that I may incur, arising out of or connected in any way with any and all 
LIFR activities. I assume the risk of undertaking all LIFR activities, including related travel.  
 
Member Signature: ________________________________________ Date: ________________________ 
 
Print name:       ______________________________________________ 
  
Address:     _________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Home phone:      (           ) ______________________________________  
           
Office phone:      (           ) ______________________________________ 
 
E-mail address: (optional)______________________________________ 
 
Consent given to post e-mail address on LIFR Web Site:   Yes (      )  No (      )         
     
Family Application must be signed by each Family Member or Guardian, as applicable. 
 
Dues: Individual $40.00 ____    Family (including children under 16 yrs) $45.00 ____    Junior (under 18 yrs) $15.00 ____ 
 
Mail this form to:  LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS, INC 

 P.O. 8091 
 Hicksville, NY 11802  

 
In case of emergency, when reasonably  
feasible, contact: 
 
Name: ______________________________ 
 
Relationship: _________________________ 
 
Home Phone: (           ) _________________ 
 
Office Phone: (           ) _________________ 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Check here to keep receiving 
your newsletter in hardcopy 

Fishing Reports 
 

Hey, Flyrodders. How’s the fishing been 
lately? Let’s let our members know.  

Send  reports and/or pics to                  
LIFRnews@aol.com for publication in the  

Flyrodder, or see me at the meeting.  
 

Thanks,    Morty 



FIRST CLASS MAIL 

P.O. Box 8091 
Hicksville, NY  11802 

 LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS COMING EVENTS 
December - 2008 

  
December 2 General Meeting - 8:00 P.M. 
 Holiday Grab Bag Party 
 Guest Speakers: John Kowalchyk & Chart Gutrie 
 “State of Connetquot State Park Preserve” 
  
  
  
December 9 Fly Tying at Pancho’s 
 See page 7 for details & info 
  
  
  
December 23 Board Meeting 
 7:30 P.M. at the Levittown VFW Hall 
  
  

   Grab Bag  

Holiday  

Party 


