
The 
  PUBLISHED BY 

   The Flyrodder 
    is a monthly publication of  

   The Long Island Flyrodders, Inc. 
Editor, In Memoriam, Gian Padovani 

 
 

Morty Schneiderman, Editor 
90-60 Union Turnpike 
Glendale, NY  11385 
LIFRnews@aol.com 

 

 
Jeff Farrell 

Circulation Manager 
 

The Long Island Flyrodders 
meet at 8:00 PM on the  

first Tuesday of each Month 
at the:   Levittown VFW Hall    

55 Hickory Lane 
(North of Hempstead Turnpike 
& West of Jerusalem Avenue) 

 
 
 
 

2012 OFFICERS: 
 

Susan Solomon    
President  
 
Tom Cooleen 
Vice President 
 
Bob Picciano 
Secretary 
 
Dan Roper 
Treasurer 

 
 
  

Webmaster 
Gordon Mueller 

 
Legal Counsel 

Robert I. Skoy, Esq 

God Bless America 

www. 
Liflyrodders. 

org 

This Month’s Meeting: 
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Ed Conte in 2009 

Happy Belated Birthday Greetings to our own Ed 
Conte. Ed was 96 years young on February 25.  
We all miss you Ed! 

 

Long Island Flyrodders  
30th Year Celebration 
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Fly Fishing Videos Available 
on DVD  

 
Thanks to Bob Picciano,  

our video library has been upgraded 
from VHS to DVD.   

 

They cover a wide range of subjects 
like fly casting, fly tying, and the 

many techniques of fly fishing in the 
States and around the world. 

 

See Howie Solomon                        
at the Monthly Meetings  

to borrow a title.   
Check out our Web Site 

(liflyrodders.org)                                   
to see a list of available titles. 

 In preparation for the Club’s 30th anni-
versary, I took a peek back in time to the ear-
lier days of LIFR existence.  It’s rewarding to 
realize how many people have been active 
members for so long.  Yes, they have less hair 
now, if any, and their plaid shirts are a tad 
more pronounced in the belly section, but they 
are still doing the club proud.   

 I, myself, have only been a member for 12 
years, but I recognize many of the faces of the 
people in the old pictures and I still see a lot of 
them at our monthly meetings.  There are 
some that are no longer with us and some that 
have moved to distant States, but once a Fly-
rodder,  always a Flyrodder and seeing their  

faces again brings back a lot of good 
memories of times shared and goals accom-
plished.   

As we celebrate this milestone in our 
Club’s existence, may I suggest that you, too, 
take a moment to reflect on the past and give 
thought to how much the Long Island Flyrod-
ders means to you. 
 May is going to be a busy month for 
trips & events. Check out our  Coming Events 
Section on the back cover.  
 Please remember that participants in 
our Nautchaug River trip will need a Conneti-
cut license, which can be printed out on line.  
 
Susan 

We will be holding a Fly Fishing 101 Class on Saturday, May 12 at  the VFW Hall. 
Please contact Lee Weil or Wolfgang Porté if you are interested in attending. 



 

f  y  n For Your Nymphormation 
 

by Lee Weil 

Deer Lee Beloved Custom Flies 
 

 Lee Weil 
 57 Cobalt Lane 

     Westbury, NY  11590 
 
    Custom tied flies of 

all kinds  in your 
choice of colors from 
traditional to exotic. 
Tying instructions 
available. 

Phone: 516-997-6743 
Email: 
info@leeweilflies.com 

LIFR Merchandise Corner  
 

See all of the LIFR merchandise   
at the "Merchandise Corner"  

operated by Jim Foley. 
Check out the new merchandise  

and each month's specials  
at the meeting. 
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Branches 

 We have an old pear tree in our yard. It has been there for as long as I’ve lived here; over 30 years. It has 
seen better days, yet it rallied this summer and brought forth a crop of pears bigger than the past ten years.  The rea-
son being, I assumed, was the increase of new branches. 
 In many ways that tree reminds me of the way The Long Island Flyrodders have brought forth many new 
friendships and experiences to our members.  We just came back from a club trip, where we joined Joe Caroleo and 
others. The fishing wasn’t great, but the food and fellowship were.  It reminded me of other LIFR trips, and how 
many times the good things we remembered weren’t necessarily about how many fish were caught, or how big they 
were. 
 As I look back through the years, I realize how much our lives have been changed by the relationships we 
have forged with other members.  Through these friendships we have discovered new destinations, learned new 
skills, and reached out for new adventures.  If it weren’t for our LIFR friends we probably would have never dis-
covered the passion of bird hunting, fishing the peaceful beaches of the north shore, the beauty of camping on the 
Farmington and the Housatonic, the thrill of deer hunting, and the satisfaction of catching a fish on a pattern you 
tied for the first time. 
 The L.I. Flyrodders club is like a tree.  Each one of its members is a branch, and we touch others through 
the friendships created by the fishing trips and activities.  I have seen guys who never held a fly rod before become 
skilled casters and those who never saw a vise become artistic tiers, taught by members who encouraged beginners 
and devoted their time to teaching others.  The willingness to share the knowledge and pass on their skills is part of 
what makes them special people.  I’ve seen guys put down their rod on the river to guide a new angler, forsaking 
their own fishing time to help them hook their first fish.  Families become involved, and new generations grow up 
in the club, carrying on the traditions and passing on the skills. 
 Sometimes the tree may lose some branches, and we miss them sorely. But there are stories that will be told 
around the campfires and fond memories to share.  The branches that remain will, in turn, reach out to the new 
members and continue to nurture the fellowship.       
 When I think about the close friends we met through our club I am thankful for that day Ed Conte called us 
over to the booth at the Nassau Coliseum, and I never would have imagined how much that day would enhance our 
lives.  I look around me and see so many others who were brought together by the club, and the friendships that be-
gan at a meeting and flourished through the years. 
 Thanks, Ed, and thanks to all the rest of the guys who continue to be “branches”, bearing valuable fruit for 
the new members to come. 
 
     Tight Lines and God bless, Lee            
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Front Cover from July 1989. 
 Gian Padovani was the Presi-
dent, the editor, contributed most of 
the stories and did all of  the art work. 
 In those days we met in the 
Hicksville Library and had less than 
90 members. During the earlier years, 
a well attended meeting could have 
15 to 20 members, but often less. 
Check out the list of officers, I almost 
forgot my brother was Vice Presi-
dent!  Cliff and Al were Treasurer 
and Secretary for many years, Danny, 
Ed Conte, Jerry Berkson and I were 
on the Board of Directors, and mem-
bership cost $12. Those were the 
days. 
 Like today, I always thought 
this club and our members are  the 
BEST there is. From 1982 to 2012, I 
hope we can continue for another 30 
years. 
 

Morty 



 

An article by Al Westbrook from the December 1989 Flyrodder about the  
First LIFR Annual Dinner. Ed Conte received the award for “the most significant  

effort to the club over the years.” I remember it just like it was yesterday.  

December 1989 
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      As I pedal away on my exercise bike—Irish music echoes from the radio in celebration of St. Pat-
rick’s Day.  
 Spring is just days away and my nearby workbench is a picture of the coming conflict—there is an 
encased fly rod and fly boxes scattered amongst lawn mower parts.  My fly tying table has gathered dust 
while I procrastinated attempting to refill my depleted fly boxes during the long winter nights.  
As the sweat of my exertion begins to set in—I study Lee Weil’s latest fly pattern—but I haven’t a clue 
what a “Pheasant Cock Rump Feather” looks like—In fact I have quite a collection of unidentifiable feath-
ers passed on to me by my brother.  
 `I guess my first priority is to clear my workbench and decide on which fly rod to install my new Ca-
bela’s “Prestige” fly line (guaranteed by the salesman to be the best for the buck).  Of course I’ve had a 
month to think about it!  
 The next challenge will be securing it properly to the backing and if all goes well I can look forward 
to the always interesting “all thumbs” tying of the 6X leader with a “Nail Knot” without resorting to the use 
of a hammer!  
 Of course while I battle with the equipment that I will need to secure my first tight line of the year—
the bright spring sun will not procrastinate about drawing out the green grass on my front lawn.  
Somehow—whether I’m properly prepared or not—I will once again wade out into the cold rushing water 
of my favorite river with great expectations and a sincere hope my waders won’t leak.  I will proceed to 
cast my mystery flies and with enough time manage to locate and secure a poorly educated trout and if 
all my mystery knots hold long enough I will have the joy of releasing that little bundle of energy back into 
its domain.  
 If not—there’s always the challenge of the front lawn!  

 

ANTICIPATION  
John P. Manz  

Current  
Long Island Fly Rodder Members  

 
From  the 1986 Club Roster: 

 
 

Ed Conte 
Cliff Dies 

Allan Manz 
Gil Padovani 

Mike Scheiner 
Herb Schneiderman 
Morty Schneiderman 

Dan Van Buskirk 
Peter Van Buskirk 

Al Westbrook 

 

 

Ed Conte in 2006 
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Call for information on our schools and free seminars 

 
 

50 Glen Cove Road, Greenvale, NY 11548  (516) 484-1860 
Open daily 10 - 7, Thursday 10 - 8, Saturday 10 - 6, Sunday 11 - 5 

ORVIS 

® 

A Sp o r t i ng  Tra d i t io n  
Since 1856 

Complete Fly-Fishing & 
Wingshooting Outfitters 

Classic Country Fashions 
For Men & Women 

Rugged Outdoor Wear 

Distinctive Gifts for the 
Country Home 

Page 7 

Attention Flyrodders 
Accessing our old web site, www.lifr.org, will 
automatically redirect you to our new web site, 
www. liflyrodders.org. Access to our old site 
is no longer available, but you’ll find all your 

old favorites and club information  
on the new site.  

Email can be addressed to Gordon Mueller, 
our webmaster at:  

webmanager@liflyrodders.org 

LIFR Needs You! 
Our club needs volunteers. 

Please donate some of your time to help 
out at meetings and for other important 

club business. 
If you can spare a little of your time, 

please see Pres. Susan, Wolfgang Porté, 
or any Board Member  for information. 

Thank You 

 

 

 Long Island Flyrodder 
30th Anniversary Rod Raffle 

 

Your chance to win a 
7’6”, 4 weight  

Bamboo Perfectionist Fly Rod 
includes two tips, rod sock and aluminum tube 

built by Mark Wayne 
 

1 chance = $10. 
3 chances = $25. 
7 chances = $50. 

 
Winner will be chosen in May 
(need not be present to win) 



   Berkley has a program for recycling used 
fishing line.  If you call them and you are a 
business, they will send you a shipping box 
(prepaid) to send in the line.  Their only stipulation 

is that the line be clean and free of all debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  Here’s the Berkley number.  
 1-800-BERKLEY or 1-800-237-5539 
     If you are not a business and you have a bag of line, 
send it to the following address.  Remember that birds and 
marine animals become entangled in fishing line.  Do what 
you can. Make sure the line is clean of debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  

Berkley recycles the line  
Into artificial fishing 

structures. 

Berkley Recycle Program 
1900 18th Street 
Spirit Lake, Iowa   51360 

       
       
       

    
 
 
 

       
   

 
Torrey Collins 
Store Manager 

24 Kent Road • Cornwall Bridge, Connecticut  06754 
Telephone: (860) 672-1010 

 

THE “CAMP-SITE” 
SPORT SHOP 

L.I.'S  LARGEST  FLY  FISHING  SHOP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
 

S A G E  ·  L O O M I S  ·  L AM S O N ·  A B E L  ·  B A U E R  
A I R F L O  ·  M E T Z ·  T I B O R ·  S I M M S  

S C I E N T I F I C  A NG L E R S  ·  O R V I S ·  S T . C R O I X  
  S C O T T F L Y R O D S ·  WH I T I N G    

 

 
RO UT E 110  ( CO RNE R W.  16 t h  ST . )  

HUNT INGT ON ST AT IO N,  NY  
( 631)  271 - 4969  

24 HO UR F AX  ( 631 )  271 - 9621  
C O N T AC T  U S  AT :  

W WW .C AM P S IT E S P OR T SH OP . C OM 
 

OPEN 7  DAYS  

 

To conserve, protect and restore North America’s cold water fisheries and their watersheds. 

The Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at: 

Hicksville VFW Hall 
320 S. Broadway 

Hicksville at 7:30 p.m. 
Visitors are always welcome. 

 

See www.longislandtu.org for more info. 

For fly tying classes, contact: 
Wolfgang Porté:  (516) 741-2342 

 

 For casting classes, contact: 
  

CRT                                               
Can’t remember things? We're Here to 
Help! Send us your e-mail address and 

we'll remind you of upcoming events and 
monthly meetings. Send to:                               

Wolfgang Porté - 
whporte@optonline.net          

Attention  
Flyrodders 2012 Dues  

are now Due. 

Please renew to continue receiving all the great  
benefits we come to expect with the best fishing 
club in the universe. We need your support. 
Thanks. 
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Lady Gail  
by Lee Weil 
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FIRST CLASS MAIL 

P.O. Box 8091 
Hicksville, NY  11802 

 LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS COMING EVENTS 
May - 2012 

May 1 General Meeting - 8:00 pm 

  
May 4-6 Nautchaug River, CT Camping Trip 
Fri - Sun Contact:  Howie & Susan Solomon 
May 12 Fly Fishing 101 - VFW Hall, Levittown 
Saturday Contact:  Lee Weil or Wolfgang Porté 
May 14-16 Yellow Breeches, PA 
Mon - Wed Contact:  Lee Weil & Jeff Farrell 
May 18-20 Buck Horn Lodge, East Branch, NY 
Fri - Sun Contact:  Nancy & Peter Ray 
May 19 Housatonic River Cleanup 
Saturday Contact:  Paul McCain 
May 22 Board Meeting 
 7:30 P.M. at the Levittown VFW Hall 
May 30 to Quechee, VT 
June 3 Contact:  Charlie Riddle 
Wed - Sun  

 30th Anniversary Celebration 

  
  

2012 Dues are Due 


