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Fly Fishing Videos Available 
on DVD  

 
Thanks to Bob Picciano,  

our video library has been upgraded 
from VHS to DVD.   

 

They cover a wide range of subjects 
like fly casting, fly tying, and the 

many techniques of fly fishing in the 
States and around the world. 

 

See Howie Solomon                        
at the Monthly Meetings  

to borrow a title.   
Check out our Web Site 

(liflyrodders.org)                                   
to see a list of available titles. 

  I’d like to publicly thank the cast of charac-
ters who lent their talents in honoring Dan Van-
Buskirk at August’s meeting.  As I write this, I 
have a mental picture of Carl Wurzbach, Pete 
Smith and Bob Heppler at their entertaining 
best.  It was a priceless moment and I thank them 
dearly for their willingness to volunteer.  Thanks 
too, to the audience who joined in the sing-along. 
 Even though you may not be willing to make a 
spectacle of yourself, you, too, can help the club 
in its many activities.   We are presently looking 
for fly donations for the Somerset display and 
your contribution will make a difference.  You can 
give your flies or cash to Pete Smith at the up-
coming meetings. 
 I know you already saved the date for our An-
nual Awards Banquet, so now you just have to 
buy the tickets.  We only have two meetings be-
tween now and the November 3rd affair, so 
please remember to get your tickets from Jim 
Foley.  Checks should be made out to the Long 

Island Flyrodders.  Cost is $50. per person.  How 
about taking a chance on an upscale St. Croix 
rod?  Raffle tickets are currently being sold by 
Nora Solomon.  Make sure you put your name on 
your tickets before submitting them.  The winner 
will be chosen at the banquet, but you need not be 
present to win. 
 The September meeting will also be the last 
chance to sign up for the September 21 Housa-
tonic camping trip.  This is the final camping trip of 
the season and a beautiful time to be on the wa-
ter.  Why not join in on the fun?  See Mike or 
Coreen Gelber to sign up or get more informa-
tion.  If you do go on the trip, DON”T FORGET TO 
BRING YOUR OWN SILVERWARE! 
 In all the commotion at the last meeting, I forgot 
to put out the sign-up sheet for an upcoming Fly 
Tying Class.  If you’re interested, you can sign up 
at the September meeting. 
  
Susan 



 

f  y  n For Your Nymphormation 
 

by Lee Weil 

Deer Lee Beloved Custom Flies 
 

 Lee Weil 
 57 Cobalt Lane 

     Westbury, NY  11590 
 
    Custom tied flies of 

all kinds  in your 
choice of colors from 
traditional to exotic. 
Tying instructions 
available. 

Phone: 516-997-6743 
Email: 
info@leeweilflies.com 

LIFR Merchandise Corner  
 

See all of the LIFR merchandise   
at the "Merchandise Corner"  

operated by Jim Foley. 
Check out the new merchandise  

and each month's specials  
at the meeting. 
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How To Tie Foam Hoppers 
 

1. First you must prepare the materials. Cut three sheets of foam in three different colors 
approx.. 1 ¾ inch wide and however long you desire. Make sure all 3 sheets are exactly 
the same size. Cover one side of each sheet with rubber cement.  

2. Peel rubber cement off fingers and table top while waiting for cement to get tacky. Now 
cover other side of middle sheet with cement. Peel sheet off table because you forgot and 
placed it glue side down.  Reglue that side. 

3. Stick all three sheets together and line them up. Wipe cement off edges, then clean 
cement off fingers again.  

4. Cut 80 lb. test mono into sections approx. ¾ “ long. Place each section into a set of 
hackle pliers or hemostats. Using a barbeque lighter set each end of the mono on fire. 
Blow out the flame BEFORE the mono burns onto the hackle pliers. 

5. Take razor blade and scrape burnt mono off hackle plier jaws. Make a mental note to buy 
new hackle pliers. Repeat until you have successfully made enough eyes for as many 
hoppers as you think you will complete. Use razor blade to scrape burnt mono off table 
top and go to medicine cabinet for burn ointment. Paint eyes with nail polish and then 
clean polish off  the floor where you dropped the hackle pliers. Repaint eyes that were 
dropped. 

6. Get new razor blade out. Cut the foam into strips approx.. ¼ “ wide. Go back to medicine 
cabinet for bandaids and Neosporin.  

7. Be sure to have purchased barred rubber legs. You can make your own by marking solid 
rubber legs with a black marker, but the black will come off on your hands.  

8. Place hook in vise and lay thread base. Coat thread base with Krazy glue. 
9. Cut thread and disconnect bobbin, which is now Krazy glued to your thumb and middle 

finger. Remove spool of thread from bobbin. Walk to kitchen and run water over spool 
and fingers. Learn that water doesn’t remove Krazy Glue. 

10. Search house for any type of solvent that might be used to separate thread from skin on 
fingers. Make mental note for future to have nail polish remover on hand near vise. 

11. Use polish remover to try to clean Krazy Glue off table top, then resort to razor blade. 
12. Re apply Krazy Glue to shank, and place foam strip on hook. Use polish remover to 

disengage index finger from hook and foam.  
13. Finish forming body. Tie rubber legs on sides. Use polish remover to remove black from 

fingers that came off barred rubber legs you purchased for $4.99.  
14. Tie on deer hair wing and indicator foam. Krazy Glue burnt mono eyes into sides of head. 
15. Use polish remover to scrape Krazy Glue and mono eyes off  bandaid. Re apply eyes and  

go back to medicine cabinet for new bandaid. 
16. Go online to order foam hoppers from your favorite fly website.  Use polish remover to 

clean Krazy Glue off computer keyboard and mouse.  
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Bidding a Fond Farewell 
 
 Founding member Dan VanBuskirk and his wife Judy moved to PA, but not before they were given a grand 
send-off by their multi-talented colleagues.  Who knew that these men, who we only see for their fishing skills, har-
bored such raw ability to entertain?  “Fishing Rod” Stewart (Carl Wurzbach), accompanied by the Trollop Twins 
from Blue Balls, PA (Pete Smith and Bob Heppler) sang and danced a custom version of Danny Boy to the audi-
ence’s delight.  The group played to a full house of 55 people, who all joined in on the sing-along.  Dan, for the 
first time that we know of, was speechless.  He could have just had a full stomach from Chef Paul’s delicious 
chicken barbeque that preceded the festivities, or was still recovering from his 10 day fishing trip to Alaska.  Wher-
ever the reason, it was a side of Dan we rarely see.  Trying to show our gratitude for the many years that Dan has 
served the Club was no easy task.  We hope we gave him something to remember us by, because words alone can-
not thank him for all he’s done over the years for the Long Island Flyrodders. -Susan 

Judy & Dan Van Buskirk Bob Heppler, Pete Smith & Carl Wurzbach 

A NOTE FROM DAN  
 

I wish to thank all of our Flyrodder members for the wonderful, heartfelt sendoff that we received at the August 
meeting. Judy and I were  deeply touched by the sentiment and camaraderie shown us by the club. Although I won’t 
make all the meetings, I intend to make as many as I can, and intend to make most of the trips. 
 Again, Judy and I thank you most sincerely. 
 
Dan & Judy Van Buskirk 

 
ANNUAL CLUB DINNER  

& AWARDS PRESENTATION 
 

Date:  November 3rd. 2012 
Place: Pompei,  
West Hempstead, NY  
Time: 7:00-11:00PM 
Cost:  $50.00 per person  



 

(Or there is so much more than just fishing)      
By Linda Macy 

The Buck Horn Cabins are on a pleasant spot on 
the East Branch of the Delaware River. For thirty years 
they have changed little while surviving floods and 
other challenging weather elements.  Nancy and Peter 
Ray, Connecticut LIFR members, decided to run a club 
trip to this fine location since they had enjoyed it on 
their own. We waited with anticipation for May 18. 

Only six of the seven cabins were available, but 
I indicated to the LIFR members that an overflow loca-
tion, the East Branch Motel, was only a short distance 
away.  

Nancy and Pete did an exceptional job with a 
gourmet menu.  Homemade corn chowder was always 
in a warm crock pot to greet a hungry fisherman (or to 
be pc, politically correct, fisherperson). Homemade 
pasta and sauce was quite a treat.  Nancy explained 
how she and her 90 plus year old mom hung the pasta 
on dowels in her kitchen. I would like to have that on 
video.  My favorite dish was Yankee Bean which looks 
like chili but it is not chili and a marvelous change 
from chili.  Fresh eggs from Nancy’s own chickens 
greeted us at breakfast.  I think I remember French 
toast and all the favorite breakfast meats that we should 
not indulge in too often.  On night two, Pete barbecued 
up a storm reminiscent of Iron Chef.  Nancy had fresh 
green salad with unusual ingredients such as the crunch 
of ramen noodles. Homemade cheesecake, not the only 
homemade desert, was the ultimate end to the meal. I 
can still remember it now with the addition of cherry or 
blueberry compote. 

The proprietors, Carolyn Lewis and her hus-
band, installed a new canopy over a couple of picnic 
tables.  They must have heard about the rain that fre-
quents LIFR trips. But the sky was a brilliant blue for 
the entire weekend.  This made fishing quite a chal-
lenge.   

There were numerous forms of entertainment 
such as a local beaver dining on the river- bank, an oc-
casional mink, a merganser herding her large brood 
down the river, orioles, warblers, swallows, bald ea-
gles, a resident groundhog, and a phoebe contemplating 
a nest in the porch of cabin 7.  After dark the owls 
would entertain us with their nocturnal vocalizations. 

A marvelous sight in the fast moving water was 
a pair of lamprey eels on a spawning bed.  Their activ-
ity transfixed me for quite some time.  Rocks were 
moved with their large sucker mouth.  The pair moved 
in and out of the spawning bed and clouds of eggs were 
released. I heard Bob Simeone exclaim “there are snake 
fish all around me”. Bob, known to many as Conan, 
was well downstream in the fast water and the lam-

prey’s had him surrounded. 
The campfire conversation was lively with many 

an off-color tale. Nancy and Pete are experts at marsh-
mallow roasting and everyone joined in. I think Mike 
Mirisola, Donna Rosano, and Joyce Simeone, did some 
fine roasting.  At that time I had downed a few spirits 
and my memory is a little hazy.  Many of us sampled the 
brilliance of the night sky before bed.  Light pollution is 
so wide spread now that you have to enjoy a night sky at 
every opportunity.  (Note: there are organizations that 
you can join and fight light pollution…….do it now and 
speak up for the night sky).  You don’t know what you 
are missing. 

Those that were able to stay another day caught 
fish on a mildly cloudy day.  We stopped at the home of 
Mary Dette, in Roscoe just south of Route 17 on 68 Cot-
tage Place, and bought some Dette flies. What a beauti-
ful lady with an old fashioned shop just off her living 
area.  Her grandson, Joe Fox, ties as well and he made 
an appearance in the shop.  Dette flies caught fish that 
very day.  Next time you are in Roscoe, stop by or check 
out their website. 

Nancy and Pete stayed on another day beyond 
everyone.  Nancy caught a record size trout for her his-
tory book.  Pete did well and enjoyed the beauty of 
some native trout on more than one occasion.  There is 
something to be said for cloudy weather and a sprinkle 
of spring rain. 

I took home plenty of leftovers and dined on 
corn chowder, pasta, and Yankee beans for many weeks.  
My freezer had stacks of real food, not store bought.  
Nancy and Peter…………thanks for the memories. 
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 We just returned from the ADKs Bass Trip.  We couldn’t get a good campsite on the lake and settled for 
one that had a 20-foot, 30-per cent, incline to a swampy area of the lake.  There was a beaver dam a few feet 
away, and I surprised him one time.  He studied me for a few seconds, and then SPLAT went his tail as he dove 
underwater and into his den.  We didn’t do much fishing, but had fun nonetheless.                            
 However, as a precaution for when we did fish, I tethered all my stuff together and with a float in the canoe 
- in case of an upset.  I also tied my fly rod to my arm.  As events turned out, I untied the rod since it was a pain to 
fish with it tethered to my wrist.  Not 10 seconds later, I accidentally bumped into my $600-plus Orvis rod and 
reel.  It went overboard in 20 feet of water, and began to sink reel –end first with the tip going down slowly.  I 
tried to corral  it with my paddle, without luck.  As the rod was sinking reel end first, and there were 6 only inches 
of the rod tip showing, I leaned over and dove into the lake.  I quickly learned it would have been a good idea to 
properly tighten my PFD!  It immediately slid up and over my head.  As I was underwater, I opened my eyes, saw 
the rod-tip going under, and grabbed it by the very tip to save it.    I swam and pushed the canoe to shore.  By 
tethering my equipment to a float, and by diving in after the rod and reel, everything was saved.  But, everything 
was soaked through, including 6 boxes of flies.                                                                                     
 To dry out the flies I opened the boxes and laid them, tippets and everything else, on the dashboard, floor, 
and seats of my car.  To hasten things along, I opened the doors for more air movement.                     
 That evening, after dinner, I walked up to the car to get our prize dessert – Carol’s famous chocolate-melt 
topped pound cake.  Scrumptious!  As I looked at the cake, I noticed her pretty wrapping and bow were undone.  I 
also noticed there was no chocolate icing and the cake seemed uneven.  As it turned out Chippy, the precious lit-
tle chipmunk we adopted by feeding him Fritos and popcorn, found his way into the car and thence Carol’s 
cake.  Chipmunks are tiny, and they must have really tiny tummies.  I have a feeling Chippy’s family, and maybe a 
red squirrel or two, were well fed that night!  Luckily, I had two granola bars left over from last summer that went 
well as dessert, along with fresh-brewed coffee.                                                                          
 Questions for all:                                                                                                       
 Have you ever heard of or seen a flotation device for rods that works on the principal of an SOS life 
jacket?  The SOS has a tablet, something like an Alka Seltzer, that dissolves and produces a gas when it gets 
wet.  The escaping gas fills a container of some kind that in turn would keep a rod afloat.  The small, unobtrusive, 
device would clip to the rod.                                                                                                           
 An alternative might be to use a swimming-pool-noodle, cut on an arc along the long side, and then 
wrapped around the rod from the reel handle to the first guide.  Easily removable with a slight twist, but not so 
easy it would slide off a sinking rod.  This device, with a rather large diameter noodle, should work well with a 
spinning rod.  But what about a fly-rod?  Perhaps a length of thin, foam-pipe-insulation would float a fly-rod?     
 As far as securing the rest of the equipment to a canoe or kayak goes, the tethering is possibly OK.  But my 
guess is the less lines hanging around the bottom of the boat, the less chance they will entangle with you with pos-
sible catastrophic results in the event of an upset. 

SOMERSET FLY DISPLAY 
 

 We are once again collecting flies for the Somerset fly display.  
Contributors will be entered into a drawing for a special thank you 
prize.  Each 12 identical fresh water flies, 10 identical salt water flies, 
or $8. cash entitles the donor to one chance at the raffle.  
      Peter Smith will be taking your donations. 

ADK BASS TRIP 
By Mike Lackey 
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Call for information on our schools and free seminars 

 
 

50 Glen Cove Road, Greenvale, NY 11548  (516) 484-1860 
Open daily 10 - 7, Thursday 10 - 8, Saturday 10 - 6, Sunday 11 - 5 

ORVIS 

® 

A Sp o r t i ng  Tra d i t io n  
Since 1856 

Complete Fly-Fishing & 
Wingshooting Outfitters 

Classic Country Fashions 
For Men & Women 

Rugged Outdoor Wear 

Distinctive Gifts for the 
Country Home 
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LIFR PHOTO CONTEST RULES 
 
1a. Contestants must be LIFR members.  
1b. Subject must be related to Fly Fishing. 
1c. Prints, (no transparencies), size 4" X 6" in color or 
black & white. 
2. Put your name and phone number on back of the 
prints in small letters 
3. All photos submitted may be used by LIFR. (e.g., 
Flyrodder and lifr.org)  
4. There will be play-off contests in July and October 
5. Three winners will be picked by members present at 
each of those meetings 
6. All winning photos will be entered in the Annual 
Awards Dinner GRAND CONTEST 
7. Members present at the Annual Awards Dinner will 
select the three Grand Prize winners 
8. In case of a tie or dispute, the decision of the Chair 
will be final 
9a. Submit photos at the meeting, do not e-mail 
 
Tom Cooleen 
516-483-8544 
 

St. Croix Elite Rod Raffle 
 

We are now raffling off a brand new,  
St. Croix Elite, 9 ft., 5wt,  4pc. rod.   

The winner, who need not be present at the drawing, will be chosen at the November banquet.  
You can purchase both the rod raffle tickets and the banquet tickets at the meeting. 

 
Chances are 1-$10, 3-$25., 7-$50. 

Dinner $50 per person - Saturday November 3, 2012 
Pompei Restaurant, West Hempstead 



   Berkley has a program for recycling used 
fishing line.  If you call them and you are a 
business, they will send you a shipping box 
(prepaid) to send in the line.  Their only stipulation 

is that the line be clean and free of all debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  Here’s the Berkley number.  
 1-800-BERKLEY or 1-800-237-5539 
     If you are not a business and you have a bag of line, 
send it to the following address.  Remember that birds and 
marine animals become entangled in fishing line.  Do what 
you can. Make sure the line is clean of debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  

Berkley recycles the line  
Into artificial fishing 

structures. 

Berkley Recycle Program 
1900 18th Street 
Spirit Lake, Iowa   51360 

       
       
       

    
 
 
 

       
   

 
Torrey Collins 
Store Manager 

24 Kent Road • Cornwall Bridge, Connecticut  06754 
Telephone: (860) 672-1010 

 

THE “CAMP-SITE” 
SPORT SHOP 

L.I.'S  LARGEST  FLY  FISHING  SHOP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
 

S A G E  ·  L O O M I S  ·  L AM S O N ·  A B E L  ·  B A U E R  
A I R F L O  ·  M E T Z ·  T I B O R ·  S I M M S  

S C I E N T I F I C  A NG L E R S  ·  O R V I S ·  S T . C R O I X  
  S C O T T F L Y R O D S ·  WH I T I N G    

 

 
RO UT E 110  ( CO RNE R W.  16 t h  ST . )  

HUNT INGT ON ST AT IO N,  NY  
( 631)  271 - 4969  

24 HO UR F AX  ( 631 )  271 - 9621  
C O N T AC T  U S  AT :  

W WW .C AM P S IT E S P OR T SH OP . C OM 
 

OPEN 7  DAYS  

 

To conserve, protect and restore North America’s cold water fisheries and their watersheds. 

The Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at: 

Hicksville VFW Hall 
320 S. Broadway 

Hicksville at 7:30 p.m. 
Visitors are always welcome. 

 

See www.longislandtu.org for more info. 

For fly tying classes, contact: 
Wolfgang Porté:  (516) 741-2342 

 

 For casting classes, contact: 
  

CRT                                               
Can’t remember things? We're Here to 
Help! Send us your e-mail address and 

we'll remind you of upcoming events and 
monthly meetings. Send to:                               

Wolfgang Porté - 
whporte@optonline.net          

 

 

LIFR Needs You! 
Our club needs volunteers. 

Please donate some of your time to help 
out at meetings and for other important 

club business. 
If you can spare a little of your time, 

please see Pres. Susan, Wolfgang Porté, 
or any Board Member  for information. 

Thank You 

Attention Flyrodders 
Accessing our old web site, www.lifr.org, will 
automatically redirect you to our new web site, 
www. liflyrodders.org. Access to our old site 
is no longer available, but you’ll find all your 

old favorites and club information  
on the new site.  

Email can be addressed to Gordon Mueller, 
our webmaster at:  

webmanager@liflyrodders.org 
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FIRST CLASS MAIL 

P.O. Box 8091 
Hicksville, NY  11802 

 LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS COMING EVENTS 
September - 2012 

September 4 General Meeting - 8:00 pm 

 “Fly Fishing  the Delaware’ 
  
  
September 8 Croton Watershed, Brewster, NY 
(Saturday) Contact: Gordon Meuller 
  
  
Sept. 21 - 23 Housatonic River, CT Camping Trip 
(Fri - Sunday) Contact: Mike & Coreen Gelber 
  
  
September 25 Board Meeting 
 7:30 p.m. at the  Levittlown VFW Hall 
  
  
  

 Speaker:  Joe Demalderis 

 Additonal info for all trips on website 
  


