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Chart Guthrie 
 

“Fishing Opportunities on Long Island” 

A Rare Catch in Montana 
Gil Padovani’s guide shows off the dorsal fin of  a beautiful  

Big Hole River, Montana Grayling. A rare catch in any circumstance,  
but even more so in the lower stretches of the Big Hole. 

Gil Padovani 
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You know that feeling of tranquility that comes 
over you when you’re on an idyllic trout stream sur-
rounded by the beauty of nature?  Or how about the 
adrenalin rush you experience when fighting a striper in 
the bay or ocean?  Well, there are currently situations 
that may change your fishing experiences and it’s up to 
you to get involved to protect what you hold dear. 
 If you were at our August meeting, you heard 
that there is a plan to use the herbicide fluridone in the 
Carmans River to eradicate invasive aquatic plants.  It 
is believed that this herbicide may also pose a threat to 
trout habitat on the Carmans by potentially killing na-
tive aquatic plants which form the nursery for wild 
brook trout.  It may also kill aquatic insect life; the ma-
jor food source for the trout   There will be a public 
meeting to unveil what is planned for Yaphank Lakes 
and the Carmans River on September 14.  Doug 
Swesty will have more information about the meeting 

for us. 
 Also of importance to your fishing future, the 
Dept. of State is compiling information on how we, as 
fishermen, use the ocean.  The federal government is 
planning offshore renewable energy and the DOS is in 
charge of protecting our coastal resources. We are plan-
ning a special meeting on October 20 at the VFW Hall.  
Those who attend will be asked to fill out a survey on 
where and how they use the ocean.  A representative 
from the Dept. of State will be here to collect your in-
put.  The data will be compiled and used to address is-
sues associated with siting offshore wind facilities and 
protecting critical ocean habitat.  You don’t have to be 
a Flyrodder to attend.  Bring along anyone you know 
who uses the ocean for diving or fishing. 
 To quote a song by Aaron Tippin, “you’ve got 
to stand for something or you’ll fall for anything”. 
 Susan 



F  Y  N For Your Nymphormation 
 

by Lee Weil 
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Deer Lee Beloved Custom Flies 
 

 Lee Weil 
 57 Cobalt Lane 

     Westbury, NY  11590 
 
    Custom tied flies of 

all kinds  in your 
choice of colors from 
traditional to exotic. 
Tying instructions 
available. 

Phone: 516-997-6743 
Email: riderntyer@aol.com 
Web: http://deerlee.lifr.org 

LIFR Merchandise Corner  
 

See all of the new  
LIFR merchandise along with  

LIFR bargains at the  
"Merchandise Corner"  

operated by Dave Minassian. 
 

 One of the best things about canoe fishing is 
being able to sneak up quietly and work your way 
through weed beds and lily pads.  For some fly anglers 
this presents a problem; if you can cast accu-
rately you might be able to place a hopper pat-
tern into a clear spot, but chances are you’ll hang up on 
your retrieve.  Subsurface streamers tend to pick up 
weeds and grass and cleaning the fly off after every cast 
can leave you frustrated and ready to abandon the spot.   
Unfortunately, while they can be challenging, the 
weediest places often hold the biggest fish. 
 In my quest to take my first pike on a fly rod I 
was fishing shallow areas and drop offs next to weed 
beds, and began experimenting with tying different 
weed proof patterns that would also attract my toothy 
targets.  The generic pike flies, tied with rabbit and 
weighted heavily were fast sinking and worked as 
dredges, getting tangled in the grass after 2 or 3 strips.  
My deer hair poppers would clear the grass, but hang 
up on the lily pads.  Both patterns could be fished adja-
cent to the beds, but I wanted something to work in the 
thick of things. 
 Last year while I was playing around with some 
raccoon I came up with a hybrid of sorts, a bass fly that 
was a cross between a Clouser and a bonefish fly. I 
called it the Electric Coon. With a little tweaking I de-
veloped it into just what I needed – a fly that was heavy 
enough to get down into the grass, but still be able to 
nose through without hanging up.  For surface fishing I 
turned to an adaptation of Dahlberg’s Slop Slider fly.  
My third option was a bugger-based fly that would ride 
point up.  Those three patterns would cover all levels of 
the water column, and by tying different colors and 
models I could choose my pattern according to time of 
day, weather and water color. 

 I finally got my pike, from the middle of a 
grassy patch, but didn’t get a picture, since I didn’t 
have a wire leader and was bitten off as I brought him 

up to the gunwale.  It didn’t matter – I was 
able to get a good long look at it and it was 

indeed a pike.  After years of getting pickerel on flies I 
was thrilled to add their bigger cousin to my list.  I also 
learned a lot about working the weeds with a fly rod. 
 One of the mistakes fly fishermen make when 
fishing a subsurface fly in weeds is to strip the fly too 
aggressively. If you use an inverted hook pattern and a 
more subtle retrieve, your fly will be able to work 
through the weeds and push them aside, instead of hav-
ing the hook point turn to the side and penetrate the 
stalks.  The design of a bead chain or keel style fly will 
keep the hook point up, and by slowing down the strip 
you give the fly a chance to regain that position, even 
after bumping into vegetation. 
 The topwater, inverted hook patterns are great 
for skipping over lily pad beds. I like to tie them with 
plenty of rubber legs and Flashabou.  Work them 
slowly across the tops of the pads and then allow them 
to plop off into a pocket.  Resist the temptation to move 
the fly as long as you can. More often than not the fish 
will hover under the fly and then suddenly nail it, scar-
ing you out of your wits if it’s right in front of the ca-
noe.  If that doesn’t happen, give it a twitch and wait it 
out again. These flies really shine when fished over 
slop mats with a stop and go retrieve. 
 Whether you fish from a canoe, kayak or from 
the shore, adding weed fishing skills to your resume 
will increase your fly fishing possibilities. Fishing the 
weeds isn’t for everybody, but with patience and prac-
tice you can reap some great rewards. 
 

 God bless & Tight Lines,   Lee 
  

Weeding It Out  



 From July 6th to July 16th, the “New Guys” 
went fishing on the rivers of Montana. Bob Picciano, 
Wolfgang Porte, Al Battistelli and Jim Foley were as-
signed this nick name by Allan Manz. We were one 
sub-group along with the “Forever Boys”[Gil Padovani, 
Dan Van Buskirk, Cliff Dies and Morty Schneiderman] 
and the “Awesome Foursome” [the Manzes, Alan and 
John, Bruce Kraebel and Joe Bryant] who made up the 
Alan Manz group of twelve who participated in the trip. 
 We flew into Bozeman via Chicago and drove 
the 85 miles to Twin Bridges which would be our base 
of operations for the first part of our trip. For the next 
three days we had guided trips on the Big Hole and 
Beaverhead Rivers. The guides in this area all used 
guide boats and we generally were on the river from 
9:30-10:AM until 5:00-6:00PM. Each day, the guides 
supplied a bag lunch which we enjoyed along the river. 
 Considering all of the rivers we fished and the 
different guides we used and the number of times we 
changed flies, it is very interesting that we used only a 
smattering of different flies. Golden stone fly, yellow 
sally, elk hair caddis, prince nymph, purple haze, anata-
may, double beaded stone fly, copper john and green 
bead head nymph is an almost complete list. Most of 
the time, whether we were nymphing or dry-fly fishing, 
the golden stone fly led the way with a smaller nymph 
or dry fly tied 18 inches down. 
 Two of the three guided trips out of Twin 
Bridges were terrific. One day we drove to the head 
waters of the Beaverhead below the Clark Canyon 
Dam. The cold water coming out of the dam coupled 
with the food contained in the water, made the site full 
of exceptionally large fish... browns and rainbows. 
Even though we entered the water in a guide boat, we 
stopped less then a half of a mile down river and got 
out to nymph from the shore - two small nymphs below 
a float. What a great five hours it turned out to be. It 
was like Connetquot in the old days. When our guide 
Troy saw the large fish we were catching, he let us 
know what a “cranker” we had on the line. This is 
where Wolfgang caught his 23 inch rainbow. We hated 
to leave the shore, but we wanted to try dry-fly fishing 
down river where we had limited success. 
 “Let that dog hunt”, “hit the shore line” and 
“put it in the foam” were what we heard from our guide 
all of the next day when we fished the Big Hole. It was 
a magnificent dry fly day. We had as many hits as fish 

caught. “Let that dog hunt” was what our guide Mi-
chael would say when the cast was good and the drift of 
the fly was as desired. Many times, he also exclaimed 
“hit it” when a fish took the fly. He was as excited for 
us to catch fish as we were, and he let us know how he 
felt when we missed a hit. 
 We took the fifth day “off” and drove from 
Twin Bridges to Rock Creek Fishermans’ Mercantile 
which is about 25 miles east of Missoula. This would 
be our base for the remainder of the trip. From here, we 
ventured out to fish the Bitterroot, the Black Foot and 
of course, Rock Creek. 
 Our guided day on the Bitterroot was a marginal 
fishing day, mostly because of the wind. The bright 
sunshine didn’t help either. I should also mention, that 
in this area, the guides all seemed to use pontoon boats. 
You ride higher and float “softer” in these boats. It also 
seemed that the arrangement  of the seating led to more 
tangled lines than the traditional guide boat. 
 Our final guided trip was on the Black Foot, and 
again, we had an exceptional nymphing day - double 
bead stone fly with a nymph. It should be noted that on 
this trip, Wolf caught four fish on four consecutive 
casts. It was quite a day. 
 On four of the nights, we were treated to dinners 
cooked by various members of the group. Grilled steak, 
rigatoni with meat balls, turkey chili and salad were 
among the dishes. Wine also flowed in abundance. 
Costco was a major source of the food. After dinner, 
the “Awesome Foursome” always headed out to try 
their luck on Rock Creek. 
 The title “7,000 casts” is a good estimate of the 
number of times we made a cast during the entire trip. 
While the guide was driving the boat down river and 
positioning us over the various holes [which they re-
ferred to as buckets], we were constantly casting, 
mending and drifting the line. The time of each drift 
was relatively short because of the speed of the river 
flow. So, if we made a cast every 15 seconds, for six 
hours a day [one hour for lunch]  for 5 days [number of 
guided trips], the math results in a number of 7,200. 
Discount it a bit but add in the days we didn’t have 
guides and the number is close. 
 With twelve members in our group, this is only 
one view of the trip. Needless to say, it was a once-in-
a-lifetime trip and was one item that could be crossed 
off of my bucket list. 
 

7,000 Casts 
By Jim Foley 
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Montana July 2010 

l to r: Wolfgang Porté, Jim Foley, Al Battistelli, Bob Picciano Morty Schneiderman, Cliff Dies, Dan Van Buskirk, Gil Padovani 

Standing, l to r: 
Bruce Kraebel 
John Manz 
Jim Foley 
Al Battistelli 
Morty Schneiderman 
Cliff Dies 

Joe Bryant, Alan Manz, Dan Van Buskirk, Gil Padovani, Wolfgang Porté, Bob Picciano 

Wolfgang Porté, Al Battistelli 
Jim Foley, Bob Picciano 

Morty Schneiderman, Cliff Dies 
John Manz, Alan Manz 



 

It’s not too early to start thinking about the  
2010 Annual Awards Banquet.   
Tickets are now on sale for the November 6th affair.   

Attendance at the banquet is limited and tickets will be sold                           
on a first come first served basis. 
                   Details are as follows: 

 

Date:    Saturday November 7, 2010 
Time: 7:00 pm – 11:00 pm 
Place: Patty’s Loft 
  1286 Hicksville Road 
  Massapequa, NY  11758 
Cost: $65.00 per person 

 

See Mike Gelber (516) 221-9508, at the meetings to buy tickets.   
          Checks for the banquet should be made out to:  

Long Island Flyrodders  

Our own  
Herman Abrams  
has been a little 

 under the  
weather recently.  

We wish you a very 
speedy recovery Herman  

and hope to see you  
soon, hale and hearty. 

Fly Donations Needed 
 

 Our annual drive for fly donations 
to be used in the January Somerset  
Fly Fishing Show raffle boxes is  
underway… 
 You will be rewarded with one 
ticket for every 12 freshwater or 10  
saltwater flies submitted. Tickets will 
be entered in a raffle for a valuable 
prize. 
 

Non-tiers remember: We will accept 
purchased flies or you will be credited 
for 1 dozen flies for every $8. donation. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  WE CANNOT ACCEPT 
RANDOM FLIES.  All donations must be 
in sets of 12 (freshwater) or 10 
(saltwater).  Your name and the fly pat-
tern must be clearly marked on each 
donation. 

For those who like to plan ahead, here 
are some 2010 upcoming event dates: 

 
Housatonic Camping Trip             September 24 - 26  
Orvis Days       October 9 & 10  
Orvis Days II    October 16 &17 
Jones Beach Trip                                       October 16 
 

Flyrodder Banquet         November 6 
 

Arts of the Angler, Danbury            November 6 & 7 
Fly Tying Symposium         November 20 & 21 
Somerset Fly Fishing Show       January 21-23, 2011 
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Welcome New Members: 
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Call for information on our schools and free seminars 

 
 

50 Glen Cove Road, Greenvale, NY 11548  (516) 484-1860 
Open daily 10 - 7, Thursday 10 - 8, Saturday 10 - 6, Sunday 11 - 5 

ORVIS 

® 

A Sp o r t i ng  Tra d i t i o n  
Since 1856 

Complete Fly-Fishing & 
Wingshooting Outfitters 

Classic Country Fashions 
For Men & Women 

Rugged Outdoor Wear 

Distinctive Gifts for the 
Country Home 
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Fly in the Jar Raffle 
 
Why not try your luck at this 
new raffle?  All you have to do is: 
 

1. Bring a new, unused fly to the meeting 
 

2. Get a ticket from Dave and place the fly in 
the jar. 

 

3. See if you win the drawing for all the flies in      
      the jar.        

 

LIFR PHOTO CONTEST RULES 
 
1a. Contestants must be LIFR members.  
1b. Subject must be related to Fly Fishing. 
1c. Prints, (no transparencies), size 4" X 6" in color or 
black & white. 
2. Put your name and phone number on back of the 
prints in small letters 
3. All photos submitted may be used by LIFR. (e.g., 
Flyrodder and lifr.org)  
4. There will be play-off contests in July and October 
5. Three winners will be picked by members present at 
each of those meetings 
6. All winning photos will be entered in the Annual 
Awards Dinner GRAND CONTEST 
7. Members present at the Annual Awards Dinner will 
select the three Grand Prize winners 
8. In case of a tie or dispute, the decision of the Chair 
will be final 
9a. Submit photos at the meeting, do not e-mail 
 
Tom Cooleen 
516-483-8544 
 



   Berkley has a program for recycling used 
fishing line.  If you call them and you are a 
business, they will send you a shipping box 
(prepaid) to send in the line.  Their only stipulation 

is that the line be clean and free of all debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  Here’s the Berkley number.  
 1-800-BERKLEY or 1-800-237-5539 
     If you are not a business and you have a bag of line, 
send it to the following address.  Remember that birds and 
marine animals become entangled in fishing line.  Do what 
you can. Make sure the line is clean of debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  

Berkley recycles the line  
Into artificial fishing 

structures. 

Berkley Recycle Program 
1900 18th Street 
Spirit Lake, Iowa   51360 

  

Torrey Collins 
Store Manager 

24 Kent Road • Cornwall Bridge, Connecticut  06754 
Telephone: (860) 672-1010 

THE “CAMPTHE “CAMPTHE “CAMPTHE “CAMP----SITE”SITE”SITE”SITE”    
SPORT SHOPSPORT SHOPSPORT SHOPSPORT SHOP    

L.I.'S  LARGEST  FLY  FISHING  SHOP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
 

S A G E  ·  L O O M I S  ·  L A M S O N  ·  A B E L  ·  B A U E R  

A I R F L O  ·  M E T Z  ·  T I B O R ·  S I M M S  

S C I E N T I F I C  A N G L E R S  ·  O R V I S  ·  S T . C R O I X  

  S C O T T  F L Y R O D S  ·  W H I T I N G    
 

 
R O UT E  1 1 0  ( C O RN E R  W .  1 6 t h  ST . )  

H U NT I NG T O N  ST AT IO N ,  NY  
( 6 3 1 )  2 7 1 - 4 9 6 9  

2 4  H O U R  F AX  ( 6 3 1 )  2 7 1 - 9 6 2 1  
C O N T AC T  U S  AT :  

W W W . C AM P S I T E S P OR T S H O P . C O M  
 

OPEN 7 DAYS  

 

To conserve, protect and restore North America’s cold water fisheries and their watersheds. 

The Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at: 

Hicksville VFW Hall 
320 S. Broadway 

Hicksville at 7:30 p.m. 
Visitors are always welcome. 

 

See www.longislandtu.org for more info. 

For fly tying classes, contact: 
Wolfgang Porté:  (516) 741-2342 

 

 For casting classes, contact: 
 Herman Abrams: (516) 593-6024  
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CRT                                               
Can’t remember things? We're Here to 

Help! Send us your e-mail address and we'll 
remind you of upcoming events and monthly 

meetings. Send to:                               
Wolfgang Porté - whporte@optonline.net          

 
Fishing Reports 

 

Hey, Flyrodders. How’s the fishing been lately? 
Let’s let our members know.  
Send  reports and/or pics to                  

LIFRnews@aol.com for publication in the  
Flyrodder, or see me at the meeting.  

 

Thanks,    Morty 



! 

! 

  The undersigned hereby applies for membership or renewal, in the LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS, INC. ("LIFR").  
 I understand the inherent risk in participating in the activities of LIFR, including fishing trips, of one day or longer, which LIFR may make 
available to members. I understand that LIFR activities may take me into remote areas, and that I may not be able to be promptly 
evacuated or receive proper medical care in the event of injury or disease.  I further understand that I am solely responsible for all costs of 
medical treatment and transportation.   

Intending to be legally bound, for myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators, except to the extent that indemnity insurance is 
available, I waive, release, indemnify, and hold harmless, LIFR, its Officers, Board of Directors, and members, against any and all claims 
for personal injury, disease, death, and property damage or loss, that I may incur, arising out of or connected in any way with any and all 
LIFR activities. I assume the risk of undertaking all LIFR activities, including related travel.  
 
Member Signature: ________________________________________ Date: ________________________ 
 
Print name:       ______________________________________________ 
  
Address:     _________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Home phone:      (           ) ______________________________________  
           
Office phone:      (           ) ______________________________________ 
 
E-mail address: (optional)______________________________________ 
 
Consent given to post e-mail address on LIFR Web Site:   Yes (      )  No (      )         
     
Family Application must be signed by each Family Member or Guardian, as applicable. 
 
Dues: Individual $40.00 ____    Family (including children under 16 yrs) $45.00 ____    Junior (under 18 yrs) $15.00 ____ 
 
Mail this form to:  LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS, INC 

 P.O. 8091 
 Hicksville, NY 11802  

 
In case of emergency, when reasonably  
feasible, contact: 
 
Name: ______________________________ 
 
Relationship: _________________________ 
 
Home Phone: (           ) _________________ 
 
Office Phone: (           ) _________________ 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Check here to receive your  
 newsletter by e-mail 

CONNETQUOT RIVER TRIPS  - 2010 
In response to the demand for the limited spaces available for our Monday Connetquot River State Park trips,  

the following guidelines are in effect: 
Members attending the meetings have first priority, followed by those members, chronologically received, who 
call in the day after the meeting for the remaining spaces available. Reservations are available for 32  anglers for 

each session; 64 for both sessions. The cost of each session is $20.00. No checks will be accepted;  
EXACT CHANGE, CASH ONLY,  NO SINGLES, 

to be paid at the general meeting or at the park for call-in reservations. Anglers fishing the morning sessions must 
be at the park by 7:30 a.m. Cancellations must be made by 7:00 p.m. the Saturday before the session.   

No advance reservations will be accepted. 
Hours: 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM   &   1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

For Details call: Lee Weil - (516) 997-6743  

                  

Only  members with 4 weight rods or larger will be allowed to fish on the Monday Sessions 

You must have a creel in your possession to fish in the park and on the stream 

Rubber-soled Hip Boots Only 

August 16 September 20 October 18 
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Hi All, 
 
 Just got back from The Crowsnest 
area in Alberta, Canada.  
 
 The attached photo shows an 18 ½ 
Cuthrout trout caught and released on the 
West Castle River, on August 19, 2010, 
with a size 16 deer hair cadis and a 5X 
tippet. 
  
Yes, it was a tight line 
  
Jerry LeBoyer 

Jerry LeBoyer 



FIRST CLASS MAIL 

P.O. Box 8091 
Hicksville, NY  11802 

 LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS COMING EVENTS 
September - 2010 

September 7 General Meeting - 8:00 P.M. 
 Speaker:  Chart Guthrie 

 “Fishing Opportunities on Long Island 
  
September 24 Houstatonic River Camping Trip, CT 
 Contact:  Mike or Coreen Gelber (516) 221-9508 
  
September 28 Board Meeting 
 7:30 P.M. at the Levittown VFW Hall 
  

October 9-10 Long Island Flyrodder Orvis Days 
 at Orvis, Greenvale, NY 
October 16-17 Long Island Flyrodder Orvis Days II 
  
November 6 ❶❶❶❶   2010 Annual Awards Dinner  ❶❶❶❶  
 Info & Details on Page 6 

             


