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This Month’s Meeting: 
February 4, 2014 

 

Annual Elections for Club 
Officers & Board of Directolrs 

Come out and VOTE! 
2014 Trip Leader’s Presentations 

Dog Adopts Westbury Family 
 

Lee and Jeff have been blessed with a new addition to their home.  Reba, a 9 
week old German Shorthaired Pointer, has come to live with the couple, and they 
couldn’t be happier.  In no time at all Reba will be joining Lee and Jeff in their 
hunting and fishing adventures.   



 

 February 4th brings us our next meeting and 
voting in of the officers and any new board members. 
Open are considerations for our annual Herman 
Abrams Campership Award. This award in memory 
Herman, affords a child a week’s paid campership to 
one of the DEC camps this summer. Please reach out 
to anyone of the board if you have a child you would 
like to put forth for consideration.  
 Also on the February calendar is Fly Tying 
Tuesday on February 11th. We always have a lot of 
laughs and food is always a plus.   
 As with the New Year – dues are due. Please 
see Dan if you haven’t gotten a chance already. 
 The New Year also brings along a few resolu-
tions, some lofty and some realistic. My fishing reso-
lution – find one person to introduce fly fishing to. We 
have a really great bunch of folks here, my goal is to 
share this love and passion with another. What’s your 
fishing resolution?    
 Looking forward to seeing everyone at our 
February meeting! 

Tight Lines! Tom  

 Happy 2014 to All - 

 What a contrast to last month’s note, plenty of 
snow on the ground, and no indication it’s thinking     
about melting any time soon!   
 We are fresh off another Somerset Fly Fishing 
Show, and all those I saw at the show seemed to be 
having a great time! It’s also a great time to be able to 
catch up with old friends you might have not gotten to 
fish with of recent. The vendors this year were out in 
force - showing all their new wares.  It’s a great way 
to shake off a case of cabin fever, and help rekindle 
that desire to get out on the water.   
 By this time of January, I usually have a few 
reports of winter fishing to share – but with the 
weather we saw roll in, it’s been pretty brutal. I keep 
looking at the weather report looking for that first 
weekend in the 40’s. As much as winter is one of my 
favorite times of the year to get out and ”gentlemen 
fish”, frozen streams and frozen guides are a chal-
lenge. If you’ve been out wetting a line – you’re my 
hero! 

 

Fly Fishing Videos Available 
on DVD  

 
Thanks to Bob Picciano,  

our video library has been upgraded 
from VHS to DVD.   

 

They cover a wide range of subjects 
like fly casting, fly tying, and the 

many techniques of fly fishing in the 
States and around the world. 

 

See Ernie Tamargo 
 at the Monthly Meetings  

to borrow a title.   
Check out our Web Site 

(liflyrodders.org)                                   
to see a list of available titles. 

3 Season Club Jackets  
on Sale! 

 
Club jackets are  

now on sale  
for $60 dollars including  
embroidered club logo  

and your name.  
 

Members must order  
and pay at the meeting. 

 
See Jim Foley at the  
merchandise table. 
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f  y  n For Your Nymphormation 
 

by Lee Weil 

 It is a well-known fact that fly tying is addic-
tive. It is also well known that avid fly tyers become 
mentally altered when it comes to the way they inter-
pret things. For example, one day while I was out 
grazing my horse he flushed a grasshopper and it 
landed on my lap. My first impression was, “Wow … 
the wing on this bug really looks like mottled turkey”. 
At that point, I knew my view of the world as we 
know it had changed. This becomes even more appar-
ent in the case where one can be observed perusing 
the contents of the wastebasket for possible tying mate-
rials. With the advent of synthetics nothing is too 
ridiculous; coffee beans, golf tees and other unlikely 
materials can be transformed into fish catching crea-
tions. 
 This obsession leads to an accumulation of 
various types of trash. My husband throws out a sheet 
of what he deems as useless packing material and I 
retrieve it, seeing the potential for damsel fly wing 
material. Instead of tossing the raffia bow from a 
fruit basket I stow it away for wingcasing for nymphs. 
Reflective prism gift-wrap is also a precious commod-
ity in our house. 
 On several occasions this compulsive behavior 
will lead the tyer on a “treasure hunt” through the 
house in desperate search of something he/she isn’t 
sure will work, but needs to find to experiment with a 
certain pattern. Such was the case last winter when I 
was trying to customize my own pattern of hellgram-
mite. I tied a few with a shiny black foam back which 

looked good, but defeated the desired purpose of 
weight for quick sink in a fast flowing river. I tried 
black trash bag material and while it served the pur-
pose, I still wasn’t satisfied with the results. I finally 
settled on faux leather vinyl, which took black perma-
nent marker well. (I didn’t use that wallet anyway). 
 A similar situation occurred when I wanted to 
tie some deer hair mice and was looking for some 
“ears” and “tails”. I tried foam, leather and felt, but 
none looked real enough. At this point, I was wander-
ing the house on a pilgrimage in search of something, 
but I didn’t know what. Jeff finally went on a mission 
of mercy, heading out into a snowstorm, and returned 
with the perfect solution; a light weight synthetic craft 
leather. I was able to return to my vise and Jeff was 
able to return to his recliner in peace. 
 While fly tying is addictive, it has no known 
harmful side effects, other than complaints filed by the 
cleaning staff concerning marabou fluff and deer hair 
clippings. So, before you seek therapy for this condi-
tion, remember, this is supposed to be therapy! So let 
your imagination lead you on as you rummage through 
that bag of scraps, who knows what treasures you may 
discover? As for you tolerant spouses of the afflicted, 
you should be grateful that the tyer is only ferreting 
through the garbage instead of out foraging for road 
kill! 
 
Tight lines and God Bless, 
Lee 

LIFR Merchandise Corner  
 

Club 3 season jackets... see Jim Foley to 
get on the list for the next order. Jack-
ets will be ordered when our supplier has 

his next big sale. 
See all of the sale items in the merchan-

dise corner. There are many bargains. 
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 In honor of Past President Herman Abrams, we are sponsoring a week of Environmental 
Sleep-Away Camp for a youngster between the ages of 11 and 14.  If you have a child or grand-
child who may be interested, please notify us right away.  They will also be required to write a 
brief explanation of why they would like to be chosen. 
 

2014 Somerset Fly Fishing Show 

Nora Solomon holds the cash while eager members sign up for the raffle. 

Pres. Tom Cooleen, 2013 winner Melissa Agnese, Lee Weil, & V. Pres. Rich Cosgrove 

Herman Abrams Camping Scholarship 

Melissa Agnese was at the meeting to tell about her experience last summer at the 
DEC Camp.  She was sponsored by the Flyrodders in honor of Herman Abrams. 



 

 
 

FlyGate at Flyrodder Meeting 
BIGGEST SCANDAL TO EVER HIT 

CLUB 
 

Chaos reared its ugly head at the January meet-
ing during the Long Island Flyrodder Olympic Flyty-
ing Contest.  Cheating was uncovered as an audience 
member ascended to the podium to assist the fly tying 
contestant from the Democratic Republic of NePaul.  
Surveillance cameras revealed a young man in a red 
baseball cap attempting to alter the outcome of the 
contest by assisting his fellow countryman.  The logo 
on the baseball cap, “River Bay Outfitters”, lead au-
thorities to name Owen McCain the perpetrator. 

Judges awarded the gold medal to Peter Brower 
from the Leebanese Republic.  Bob Heppler, the 
contestant from the Democratic Republic of NePaul, 
was allowed to keep the silver medal he won.  
Tucker Lynam, from Richardland, won the bronze 
medal. 

Anarchy ensued again during the closing cere-
monies when the NePaulese contestant stood on a 
higher platform than the gold medal winner from the 
Leebanese Republic. 
In the future, contestants will be screened for drugs 
and be required to pass a mental test before compet-
ing! 

(Thanks to all the good sports who participated 
in the event.) 

 
Susan solomon 

Torch carrier Jim Foley 
brings in the Olympic flame 

Medal ceremony 

Bob Heppler, Peter Brower & Tucker Lynam 
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Fly Fishing Film Tour 

 
The Long Island Flyrodders will once again host the Fly Fishing Film Tour (this is not the 

movie shown at the Somerset Fly Fishing Show) on Saturday March 14, 7:30 pm at the American 
Legion Hall, 730 Willis Avenue, Williston Park, NY. 

Tickets are available at club meetings, River Bay Outfitters in Oceanside, or on line.  Prices 
are $17., $10. for age 18 and younger, or $20. at the door. For further information: 

call Howie at 516 510-3521. 

 Fishing Photos 
 We need your fishing photos for our website 
photo galleries!!  It’s a very easy process. Just email 
your favorite fishing related photos to  
webmanager@liflyrodders.org, with a brief  de-
scription. 
  If you're a fan of our Facebook page, you can 
add them directly there and we'll copy them to the 
website's photo gallery.    
Gordon Mueller     Webmanager@liflyrodders.org 
 www.liflyrodders.org/ 

Charlie DeStafano with a big King Salmon 
from where else, the Salmon River!  

Lee and Thad working at their vices  
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Call for information on our schools and free seminars 

 
The  Gallery at Westbury Plaza 

Garden City, NY  11530 
516-794-1681 

ORVIS 

® 

A Sp o r t i ng  Tra d i t io n  
Since 1856 

Complete Fly-Fishing & 
Wingshooting Outfitters 

Classic Country Fashions 
For Men & Women 

Rugged Outdoor Wear 

Distinctive Gifts for the 
Country Home 
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LIFR Needs You! 
Our club needs volunteers. 

Please donate some of your time to help out 
at meetings and for other important club 

business. 
If you can spare a little of your time, please 
see Pres. Tom Cooleen, Wolfgang Porté, or 

any Board Member  for information.  
Thank You 

RIVER BAY OUTFITTERS .COM  is up and running . Please check out our new web 
site and let us know what you think. You can like us on Facebook too. If you have any 
pictures that you would like to post on the bragging board please email them to me at 
paul@riverbayoutfitters.com Winter is the season for Fly tying and every day new 
products are arriving for all of you tying needs. We are starting our introduction to fly 
tying classes soon. Check the web site for dates and times. This is a great way of get-
ting into fly tying IMPORTANT: I WILL BE AT THE FLY FISHING SHOW FRI-
DAY 24TH THRU SUNDAY 26 SO THE SHOP WILL BE CLOSED. I hope to see 
you there. Tight Lines Paul McCain 

Fly Tying Night at The Main Event 
 
The January fly tying night at Main 
Event was very well attended.  Sea-
soned veterans and newcomers joined 
together, tying everything from bone-
fish flies to tenkara flies.  We created 
such a picture of curiosity that patrons 
of the restaurant came over to see what 
was going on.   Although this is not a 
fly tying class, it certainly affords an 
opportunity to have questions an-
swered.  Anyone with a vise and an in-
terest in tying should consider coming 
to one of these events.  Our next 
scheduled night is Tuesday, February 
11.  The cost is $15, which includes 
appetizers.  Hope to see you there. 



   Berkley has a program for recycling used 
fishing line.  If you call them and you are a 
business, they will send you a shipping box 
(prepaid) to send in the line.  Their only stipulation 

is that the line be clean and free of all debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  Here’s the Berkley number.  
 1-800-BERKLEY or 1-800-237-5539 
     If you are not a business and you have a bag of line, 
send it to the following address.  Remember that birds and 
marine animals become entangled in fishing line.  Do what 
you can. Make sure the line is clean of debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  

Berkley recycles the line  
Into artificial fishing 

structures. 

Berkley Recycle Program 
1900 18th Street 
Spirit Lake, Iowa   51360 

       
       
       

    
 
 
 

       
   

 
Torrey Collins 
Store Manager 

24 Kent Road • Cornwall Bridge, Connecticut  06754 
Telephone: (860) 672-1010 

 

THE “CAMP-SITE” 
SPORT SHOP 

L.I.'S  LARGEST  FLY  FISHING  SHOP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
 

S A G E  ·  L O O M I S  ·  L AM S O N ·  A B E L  ·  B A U E R  
A I R F L O  ·  M E T Z ·  T I B O R ·  S I M M S  

S C I E N T I F I C  A NG L E R S  ·  O R V I S ·  S T . C R O I X  
  S C O T T F L Y R O D S ·  WH I T I N G    

 

 
RO UT E 110  ( CO RNE R W.  16 t h  ST . )  

HUNT INGT ON ST AT IO N,  NY  
( 631)  271 - 4969  

24 HO UR F AX  ( 631 )  271 - 9621  
C O N T AC T  U S  AT :  

W WW .C AM P S IT E S P OR T SH OP . C OM 
 

OPEN 7  DAYS  

 “So, do we want to go steelhead fishing this 
year?” someone asked. “Yes!” “We haven’t been in a 
few years, and who knows what’s going to happen.” 
 That’s how this year’s trip started sometime in 
the summer. We had a problem though. Where will we 
go first? Dunkirk or Albion. Because we knew we 
were using Reel Action, we asked them. And as you 
might expect, they did not know either because our 
To conserve, protect and restore North America’s cold water fisheries and their watersheds. 

The Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at: 

Hicksville VFW Hall 
320 S. Broadway 

Hicksville at 7:30 p.m. 
Visitors are always welcome. 

 

See www.longislandtu.org for more info. 

For fly tying classes, contact: 
Wolfgang Porté:  (516) 741-2342 

 

 For casting classes, contact: 
  

CRT                                               
Can’t remember things? We're Here to 
Help! Send us your e-mail address and 

we'll remind you of upcoming events and 
monthly meetings. Send to:                               

Wolfgang Porté - 
whporte@optonline.net          

Attention Flyrodders 
Accessing our old web site, www.lifr.org, will 
automatically redirect you to our new web site, 
www. liflyrodders.org. Access to our old site 
is no longer available, but you’ll find all your 

old favorites and club information  
on the new site.  

Email can be addressed to Gordon Mueller, 
our webmaster at:  

webmanager@liflyrodders.org 
Page 8 



Page 9 

January 1, 2014 - December 31, 2014 



FIRST CLASS MAIL 

P.O. Box 8091 
Hicksville, NY  11802 

 LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS COMING EVENTS 
February - 2014 

  

February 4 General Meeting - 8:00 pm 
  
 Elections for Officers & Board Members 
 2014 Trip Captains’ Presentations 
 Come out and Vote! 
  
February 11 Fly Tying at The Main Event Resaurant 
 Starting at 7:00 pm 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
February 25 Board of Directors Meeting 

  

  
  

2014 Dues are Due 


