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Guest Speaker: 
 

Rod Rohrbach 
 

“Fishing the Little Lehigh River, PA” 

Mike & Coreen Gelber celebrated their 34th wedding anniversary,                      
on May 2, 2010, while on the Natchaug River trip. 
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Howie and I have been enjoying many Flyrod-
der adventures of late.  What I noticed in particu-
lar, is that new faces are popping up on all the 
trips.  This is great to see, because until you ex-
perience LIFR trips for yourself, you can’t know 
how much fun they are. 

I’m especially partial to the camping trips.  The 
food and conversations work like magic to take 
your mind off the fact that it rained and you didn’t 
catch any fish!  We have several upcoming trips to 
suit your interests.  Sign-ups for Peconic River, 
Mongaup Pond and the Housatonic River are still 
open. 

If you’d like to be a part of a trip, but are too 
shy to join in, just remember – we don’t bite; only 
the fish do. 

Thanks to all who participated in the Housa-
tonic River Clean-Up.  Your hard work is always 
appreciated. 

I probably don’t have to remind anyone that 
our summer pre-meeting cookouts will begin in 
June.  Hot dogs and burgers, cooked by our own 

Chef Paul McCain and helpful assistants, will be 
offered from 6 – 7:30 pm.  Herman Abrams will 
also be there early to answer all your casting 
questions.  If you see any of our newest members, 
Robert Heppler, Roger Lynam or Paul Vetrano, 
why not let them get ahead of you in the food line? 

Susan 

Nautchaug River, CT 
campsite, May 2010 
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For Your Nymphormation 
 

by Lee Weil 
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Deer Lee Beloved Custom Flies 
 

 Lee Weil 
 57 Cobalt Lane 

     Westbury, NY  11590 
 
    Custom tied flies of 

all kinds  in your 
choice of colors from 
traditional to exotic. 
Tying instructions 
available. 

Phone: 516-997-6743 
Email: riderntyer@aol.com 
Web: http://deerlee.lifr.org 

LIFR Merchandise Corner  
 

See all of the new  
LIFR merchandise along with  

LIFR bargains at the  
"Merchandise Corner"  

operated by Dave Minassian. 

 When you’ve got a twelve-hour drive 
to make and two days to do it in, it doesn’t 
hurt to have a designated stopover. It’s even less painful 
when that stopover includes an opportunity to wet a line 
while you’re there.  On the way back from our trout 
fishing vacation in North Carolina, we decided to take a 
detour and visit our friends Irene and Patrick, who 
moved down south last fall. Irene mentioned in passing 
that she had a “little” pond on her property, and I have to 
admit that made my ears go up.  After all, the 8 weight 
and a chest pack of bass bugs wouldn’t take up much 
room in the truck and I had some new patterns I was just 
dying to test drive.  We were on a mission.   

I have learned in the past that small pond bass 
can be very friendly, and I looked   forward to introduc-
ing myself.  As we drove up the dirt road in front of 
Irene’s place we both looked at the pond in the back and 
said, “This can’t be the place”. It was huge, about 3 
acres, and the brush was cut back to allow plenty of 
room for backcasts.  The few willows and clumps of cat-
tails seemed to be strategically placed to provide perfect 
cover for the fish.  When we pulled around to the side of 
the house, I saw their car, confirming that it was indeed 
the right place and I thought “jackpot !”   

After a warm welcome from our friends and a 
tour of the grounds we were offered typical Southern 
hospitality; a beer and a seat on the porch. Even while I 
sat there talking about horses I kept watching the pond, 
looking for rises around the dock and under the trees. In 
spite of a rather stiff breeze I was seeing the telltale 
rings, and when Patrick finally said, “if you guys wanna 
fish” … I was out the door before he finished the sen-
tence.  On my second cast I felt a hard tug as a feisty 
largemouth did it’s best to tear off with my Clouser. Not 
a giant, but a nice fish.  After that it was just one thing 
after another. The bass were all eager to participate and 

took pretty much every fly I tied on.  Our 
friends came down to join in and pretty soon 

we all lost count of how many fish were landed.  We did 
have a scorekeeper, however.  Irene’s little black dog 
Cookie became obsessed with checking each and every 
fish we landed. She watched diligently and soon figured 
out that a bent rod brought the promise of yet another 
wet, wiggling creature to be inspected and sniffed. She 
became more and more excited, and if the fish were big 
enough to be keepers (by her standards) she would jump 
in to swim after them when they were released.  I gave 
her the title of Game Warden, and she took her job very 
seriously, barking her approval at the bass and turning 
her nose up at the pumpkinseeds.  We eventually 
stopped long enough to eat dinner and then went back 
out for a popper fishing session, catching fish till it was 
too dark to see. 

The next morning I was up before everyone 
(including the Game Warden) and after hitting the but-
ton on the coffeemaker I walked through the wet grass 
out to the dock. The trees were shrouded in fog, with the 
only apparent sign of life being the geese, who were not 
happy about my presence at that hour of the morning. I 
tied on a deer hair mouse and made a cast onto the pon-
toon of the yellow paddle boat tied to the dock, then 
eased it off and allowed it to plop onto the water. I 
twitched it twice and watched it disappear in a swirl.  
The line came off my reel as the fish hauled fin out to 
the middle of the pond, and when I landed it after a good 
fight I measured it at 14”.  Big enough to eat mice for 
breakfast.  As I stood there and watched the sun burn off 
the fog I did some calculating in my head. Yeah, one 
more day wouldn’t be a problem.  

Especially here in bass pond paradise.   
 

Bass Pond Paradise 

Tight Lines & God bless,  Lee 



Warmth, Wind, and Water on the Willowemoc 
By Linda Macy 

The Creekside Cabins on the Willowemoc near the Hazel Bridge Pool are a great place for a May weekend. Re-
built since the last serious flood, they had everything a fisherperson needs including racks on the porch wall for 2 
rods. The stream is close to your back door.  A horse paddock is at your front door.  It is almost a distraction from 
the fishing. Spring birds were everywhere……a pair of bluebirds, about 20 goldfinches, swallows, woodpeckers, 
cedar waxwings, kingbirds, and orioles. The food, provided by Chef Bill Gordon and Chef Sue Gordon, was also 
a distraction from the fishing. The fishing was good even though the weather made it a challenge to fish.  Friday 
was a beautiful day with a perfect temperature and little wind. Trout started to sip in the early afternoon and I 
caught my two fish on nymphs.  Others caught on dry flies. Newly stocked fish were smaller than the holdovers that 
seem to run fourteen inches or more.  I caught browns as did the others. Mike Mirisola caught a jumping rainbow.   
The only streamside campfire was on the Friday night and the beautiful weather permitted us to eat streamside.  Af-
ter a variety of h'ordeurves, our chefs did a pasta dish accompanied by salad and wine.  This was followed by fire-
side chatter and many laughs with good friends…Ken and Pat Goudoras, Mike Mirisola and Liz Banfich, Sue 
and Howie Solomon, Joe Otterstedt and myself.  Dave Minassian arrived on Saturday after the morning rain.  
The rain delayed our fishing so we ate more of the Gordon’s fine cooking. Breakfast was on the small porch and 
lunch was streamside since the rain stopped around noon. The wind began and it blew and blew and the rain re-
turned and it blew some more. I watched the swirling clouds above as I tried to keep my mind on the fishing. The 
cloud formations were fascinating. As the temperature dropped, we eventually had to stop fishing to warm up our 
hands.  We dined indoors that night.  The chefs Gordon continued to keep us full of great food. Joe and Ken helped 
“turn” the potatoes on the outside grill. Mike helped with the grilling of the meat. All others pitched in where they 
could. Bill and Sue outdid themselves with the cooking.  

Saturday evening fishing was too challenging due to weather.  By Sunday morning we had sleet, hail, fol-
lowed by a few snow flurries.  Mike Mirisola braved the stream but his hands were too cold. The water temp was 
now higher than the air temperature. For a time it felt like a steelhead trip. Another good breakfast by chefs Gordon 
warmed us up.  We returned all the silverware, dishes, and furniture to the appropriate cabin and unfortunately had 
to pack up for home. The wind on the water of the Willowemoc bothered us little since we had warm memories of 
good friends and good times. 

L to R:  Ken & Pat Goudoros, Liz Banfich, Mike Mirisola, Trip Leaders Bill & Sue Gordon,                
horse (name unknown),  Pres. Susan & Howie Solomon, Linda Macy, Dave Minassian, & Joe Otterstedt 
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WOW ON THE WILLOWEMOC 
By Mike Mirasola 

  

 There is no better word to use than WOW to 
describe this LIFR weekend.  First, there must be a big, 
warm-hearted “Thank You” to the unselfish trip cap-
tains and hosts, Bill and Sue Gordon.  Bill and Sue 
made sure this small, but intimate group of 11, were 
well fed with food, drink and staples fit for a king, let 
alone fly fishers!  
 The accommodations at the Creekside Cabins 
were a very nice surprise - cozy and clean, with the 
banks of the Willowemoc Creek right outside the back 
door.   There were horse paddocks and fields to the 
front, where we made friends with two beautiful horses 
(and one asked to be in our group photo).   We were 
off and running as soon as we all met up.  The creek 
side meals and campfire, along with the camaraderie of 
old and new friends, could surpass none.  
 The weather and fishing could have been bet-
ter.  However, with the enthusiasm of this group, we 
did manage to get out into the creek despite the rain, 
wind and even some snow flurries, and managed to 
hook-up and land a few browns and rainbows!  
 I feel that I speak for the entire group when I 
say that we are looking forward to this trip again in the 
future. 

Report from Northport Veterans Hospital 
 

  A little rain could not stop our our troops on 
Wednesday. The good weather we have been having did 
not keep up, so when the rain came we moved indoors 
for a fly tying session. This was the first time many of 
the Vets had ever even tried to tie a fly. If a buggy look-
ing fly is good, the flies they tied are great. They will try 
to prove this when we try them on the lake, later this 
month.  Come and join us at the: 
 
   Northport Veterans Hospital 
                                    79 Middlleville Road 
                                    Northport NY 11768 
                                     
Wednesday, May 26, 2010 - 1:00 to 3:00     Bldg   92 
 Tuesday, June1 , 2010 - 9;00 to 11:00 -Rear of Bldg 62 
 Wednesday June 16, 2010     1:00 t0 3:00     Bldg   92 
                                                                      

                                   Rain or shine 
  

Remember Flyfishing is fun, but,  
its not just about the fish. 

  
For information:  call Jerry LeBoyer  

(516)766-3284         JLEB1000@aol.com 

 

LIFR PHOTO CONTEST RULES 
 
1a. Contestants must be LIFR members.  
1b. Subject must be related to Fly Fishing. 
1c. Prints, (no transparencies), size 4" X 6" in color or 
black & white. 
2. Put your name and phone number on back of the 
prints in small letters 
3. All photos submitted may be used by LIFR. (e.g., 
Flyrodder and lifr.org)  
4. There will be play-off contests in July and October 
5. Three winners will be picked by members present at 
each of those meetings 
6. All winning photos will be entered in the Annual 
Awards Dinner GRAND CONTEST 
7. Members present at the Annual Awards Dinner will 
select the three Grand Prize winners 
8. In case of a tie or dispute, the decision of the Chair 
will be final 
9a. Submit photos at the meeting, do not e-mail 
 
Tom Cooleen 
516-483-8544 
 

Croton River, NY - May 2010 
Trip Leader, Herman Abrams 



Natchaug River Camping Trip 
Susan Solomon 

 

We came with tents and campers 
We came from near and far 

Glen Heller brought his big rig 
Mike and Pete slept in their cars 

 

The weather, it was gorgeous 
The sun was all about 

We caught some browns and rainbows 
And even tiger trout 

 

We enjoyed our time together 
By the campfire and stream, as well 

As we listened to the stories 
That Flyrodders love to tell 

 

The Natchaug is a real treat 
When it’s right outside our door 

This season’s trip is over, 
But we’ll be back next year for sure 

 

(Mark your calendar,  
next year’s trip is set for April 29 – May 1) 

Trip Leaders, Pres. Susan & Howie Solomon 
Natchaug River, CT, May 2010 
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E-mail to Wolgang from new  
member James Tsu 
 
Hi Wolfgang,  
 
I had a wonderful day with you 
and the rest of the boys.  I have 
been a member of  many frater-
nal organization throughout my 
lifetime.  I will say the LIFR has 
and is one of the best.  You guys 
have made me feel welcomed 
from the beginning and it was a 
pleasure spending the day with a 
great group of guys.  Here are 
some pictures I took, please pass 
them on accordingly.  I would 
have taken more but I was busy 
surviving the day. Lol 
 
James Tsu 

Croton River, NY Trip - May 2010 

L to R: Al Battistelli, Glen Heller, Mike Friedland, Wolfgang 
Porté, Bob Picciano, Dan Roper & Trip Leader, Herman Abrams 

Photo by James Tsu 



               
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Call for information on our schools and free seminars 

 
 

50 Glen Cove Road, Greenvale, NY 11548  (516) 484-1860 
Open daily 10 - 7, Thursday 10 - 8, Saturday 10 - 6, Sunday 11 - 5 

ORVIS 

® 

A Sp o r t i ng  Tra d i t i o n  
Since 1856 

Complete Fly-Fishing & 
Wingshooting Outfitters 

Classic Country Fashions 
For Men & Women 

Rugged Outdoor Wear 

Distinctive Gifts for the 
Country Home 
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Fly in the Jar Raffle 
 
Why not try your luck at this new 
raffle?  All you have to do is: 
 

1. Bring a new, unused fly to the meeting 
 

2. Get a ticket from Dave and place the fly in 
the jar. 

 

3. See if you win the drawing for all the flies in      
      the jar.        

 
Welcome New Members: 

 
Robert Heppler 

 
 Stephan Kossowsky 

 
Roger Lynam 

 
Paul Vetrano 

 

Housatonic Clean-up 2010 
 

Dan Van Buskirk 
 

 Thanks to the volunteers who met Saturday, 
May 15 at the northbound rest area on I-684 for bagels 
and coffee. After breakfast we headed for the Housa-
tonic River at Cornwall Bridge, CT to join up with 
members of the Housatonic Fly Fishermen’s Associa-
tion. The river’s banks are now rid of at least 15 bags of 
unsightly garbage.  Paul McCain again was kind 
enough to cook lunch of Franks and burgers for all. 

Every year there is less litter spread around, so 
that we are able to extend the area that we rid of gar-
bage. 

I want to thank LIFR members Paul McCain, 
Dan Van Buskirk, Allan Manz, John Manz, Bob 
Picciano and Bruce Krabel for all their hard work. 
 The weather cooperated and provided a nice 
afternoon to do some fishing. 
 The club along with the HFFA did a great job in 
coordinating this event and organizing the volunteers.  
Through their efforts we were able to accomplish our 
river cleanup goals and have time to enjoy the day with 
friends. 



   Berkley has a program for recycling used 
fishing line.  If you call them and you are a 
business, they will send you a shipping box 
(prepaid) to send in the line.  Their only stipulation 

is that the line be clean and free of all debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  Here’s the Berkley number.  
 1-800-BERKLEY or 1-800-237-5539 
     If you are not a business and you have a bag of line, 
send it to the following address.  Remember that birds and 
marine animals become entangled in fishing line.  Do what 
you can. Make sure the line is clean of debris, hooks, and 
metal attachments.  

Berkley recycles the line  
Into artificial fishing 

structures. 

Berkley Recycle Program 
1900 18th Street 
Spirit Lake, Iowa   51360 

  

Torrey Collins 
Store Manager 

24 Kent Road • Cornwall Bridge, Connecticut  06754 
Telephone: (860) 672-1010 

THE “CAMPTHE “CAMPTHE “CAMPTHE “CAMP----SITE”SITE”SITE”SITE”    
SPORT SHOPSPORT SHOPSPORT SHOPSPORT SHOP    

L.I.'S  LARGEST  FLY  FISHING  SHOP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
 

S A G E  ·  L O O M I S  ·  L A M S O N  ·  A B E L  ·  B A U E R  

A I R F L O  ·  M E T Z  ·  T I B O R ·  S I M M S  

S C I E N T I F I C  A N G L E R S  ·  O R V I S  ·  S T . C R O I X  

  S C O T T  F L Y R O D S  ·  W H I T I N G    
 

 
R O UT E  1 1 0  ( C O RN E R  W .  1 6 t h  ST . )  

H U NT I NG T O N  ST AT IO N ,  NY  
( 6 3 1 )  2 7 1 - 4 9 6 9  

2 4  H O U R  F AX  ( 6 3 1 )  2 7 1 - 9 6 2 1  
C O N T AC T  U S  AT :  

W W W . C AM P S I T E S P OR T S H O P . C O M  
 

OPEN 7 DAYS  

 

To conserve, protect and restore North America’s cold water fisheries and their watersheds. 

The Long Island Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at: 

Hicksville VFW Hall 
320 S. Broadway 

Hicksville at 7:30 p.m. 
Visitors are always welcome. 

 

See www.longislandtu.org for more info. 

For fly tying classes, contact: 
Wolfgang Porté:  (516) 741-2342 

 

 For casting classes, contact: 
 Herman Abrams: (516) 593-6024  
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CRT                                               
Can’t remember things? We're Here to 

Help! Send us your e-mail address and we'll 
remind you of upcoming events and monthly 

meetings. Send to:                               
Wolfgang Porté - whporte@optonline.net          

 
Fishing Reports 

 

Hey, Flyrodders. How’s the fishing been lately? 
Let’s let our members know.  
Send  reports and/or pics to                  

LIFRnews@aol.com for publication in the  
Flyrodder, or see me at the meeting.  

 

Thanks,    Morty 



! 

! 

  The undersigned hereby applies for membership or renewal, in the LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS, INC. ("LIFR").  
 I understand the inherent risk in participating in the activities of LIFR, including fishing trips, of one day or longer, which LIFR may make 
available to members. I understand that LIFR activities may take me into remote areas, and that I may not be able to be promptly 
evacuated or receive proper medical care in the event of injury or disease.  I further understand that I am solely responsible for all costs of 
medical treatment and transportation.   

Intending to be legally bound, for myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators, except to the extent that indemnity insurance is 
available, I waive, release, indemnify, and hold harmless, LIFR, its Officers, Board of Directors, and members, against any and all claims 
for personal injury, disease, death, and property damage or loss, that I may incur, arising out of or connected in any way with any and all 
LIFR activities. I assume the risk of undertaking all LIFR activities, including related travel.  
 
Member Signature: ________________________________________ Date: ________________________ 
 
Print name:       ______________________________________________ 
  
Address:     _________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Home phone:      (           ) ______________________________________  
           
Office phone:      (           ) ______________________________________ 
 
E-mail address: (optional)______________________________________ 
 
Consent given to post e-mail address on LIFR Web Site:   Yes (      )  No (      )         
     
Family Application must be signed by each Family Member or Guardian, as applicable. 
 
Dues: Individual $40.00 ____    Family (including children under 16 yrs) $45.00 ____    Junior (under 18 yrs) $15.00 ____ 
 
Mail this form to:  LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS, INC 

 P.O. 8091 
 Hicksville, NY 11802  

 
In case of emergency, when reasonably  
feasible, contact: 
 
Name: ______________________________ 
 
Relationship: _________________________ 
 
Home Phone: (           ) _________________ 
 
Office Phone: (           ) _________________ 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Check here to keep receiving 
your newsletter in hardcopy 

CONNETQUOT RIVER TRIPS  - 2009 
In response to the demand for the limited spaces available for our Monday Connetquot River State Park trips,  

the following guidelines are in effect: 
Members attending the meetings have first priority, followed by those members, chronologically received, who 
call in the day after the meeting for the remaining spaces available. Reservations are available for 32  anglers for 

each session; 64 for both sessions. The cost of each session is $20.00. No checks will be accepted;  
EXACT CHANGE, CASH ONLY,  NO SINGLES, 

to be paid at the general meeting or at the park for call-in reservations. Anglers fishing the morning sessions must 
be at the park by 7:30 a.m. Cancellations must be made by 7:00 p.m. the Saturday before the session.   

No advance reservations will be accepted. 
Hours: 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM   &   1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

For Details call: Lee Weil - (516) 997-6743  

        
   
  

Only  members with 4 weight rods or larger will be allowed to fish on the Monday Sessions 

You must have a creel in your possession to fish in the park and on the stream 

Rubber-soled Hip Boots Only 
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   June 14 
July 19 August 16 September 20 October 18 



FIRST CLASS MAIL 

P.O. Box 8091 
Hicksville, NY  11802 

 LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS COMING EVENTS 
June - 2010 

June 1 General Meeting - 8:00 P.M. 
 B-B-Q with Paul McCain - 6:00 to 7:30 
 Casting instruction with Herman Abrams 
 Speaker: Rod Rohrbach 
 “Fishing the Little Lehigh River, PA” 
  
 Special Raffle for Yankee Tickets at Meeting 
  
June 11 - 14 Farmington River, CT 
 Contact: Lee Weil  (516) 997-6743 
  
June 21 Peconic River, NY - (Bass) 
 Contact:  Linda Macy      (631) 232-5318 
                Joe Otterstedt    (631)361-8145 
  
June 22 Board Meeting 
 7:30 P.M. at the Levittown VFW Hall 

             

2010 Dues are Due 


