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 Thank goodness May is 
here! April is the start of the 
fishing season but it is May when 
things really start to happen. April 
started out nice and warm but it 
soon became wet and cold. All it 
did for me was give me a bad head 
cold that kept me off of the water. 
I hope May will be better. 
   May is also when the saltwater 
fishing really gets going. May's 
speaker is Capt. Barry Kanavy 
from Natural Anglers. For many 
of us that live in the western part 
of the Long Island, this will be of 
great interest. Most people don't 
think of the western south shore of 
Long Island as being a fly fishing 
area, but Capt. Barry has been 
fishing this area for over twenty 
years. Let's hope he shows us 

some hot spots. 
     Starting with the May meeting, 
Herman Abrams will be holding 
casting classes before the main 
meeting. These classes are open to 
all members, so just show up. So 
if you are new to the sport or just 
want to have some practice, bring 
your rod and come at 7:00. The 
casting classes will be held on the 
lawn adjacent to the hall. 
     At the June meeting we will 
have hot dogs and hamburgers for 
all that come at 6:00. So come 
early, eat dinner and get some 
casting tips from George Simon 
and Herman Abrams. 
    I would like to thank everyone 
that ran a trip in April. It takes a 
lot of hard work to make a trip 
successful. It is because of our 

members, that work so hard, that 
make our club the best fly fishing 
club on Long Island. 
      Don't forget, we still have a lot 
of trips ahead, but the spots are 
filling up fast. So, see the Trip 
Captain for the trip you want to go 
on for more information. 
      If any member has a 
suggestion or idea how to make 
this club better, please see me at 
the meeting. It is the members that 
make this club great. 
    Hopefully the warm weather 
will help me feel better so that I 
can get on the stream with my 
fellow members. 

 
Tight Lines, 
 

Paul 
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For Your Nymphormation 
 

by Lee Weil 

 As most of you know by now, the 
Flyrodders have been involved in Casting For 
Recovery Retreats held at Connetquot for the 
past 2 years. The CFR Retreat is a 3-day, all 
expense paid program of flyfishing instruction 
open to women who have had breast cancer. On 
behalf of this wonderful organization I would like 
to thank all of you for your generosity in buying 
raffle tickets, tying flies, making personal 
donations and volunteering as River Helpers.  
 This year Casting For Recovery will be 
conducting THREE retreats that will be based at 
the Wyndham Windwatch Hotel, with the final 
days of fishing instruction to take place at 
Connetquot. We have recruited volunteer River 
Helpers from the membership in the past and will 
be doing so again starting next month at the 
general meeting.  
 What is a River Helper? To be a River 
Helper you must be an experienced fly fisher, 
dressed in full fishing attire (including waders), 
be familiar with the CFR program and have 

completed and submitted a volunteer form. You 
will not need a rod, but please bring a landing net 
and wear a vest with tools such as forceps, 
nippers, etc.  You will be required to assist the 
CFR instructors, and help participants change 
flies, net fish, etc.   
 A large part of the experience is passing 
on the appreciation of the things around us that 
make up the essence of the whole flyfishing 
experience. A detailed “River Helper” job 
description will be available to anyone who is 
interested at the meeting. I will have a sign-up 
sheet for names with a spot to indicate which 
retreat you would like to volunteer for. This list 
will be submitted to Sol Harz who is coordinating 
efforts with L.I. Trout Unlimited and will forward 
you the applications. The three dates (all 
Sundays) are as follows: July 20th, August 17th 
and September 14th. For further details see Lee 
Weil or call me at 516-997-6743. 
     

Tight Lines and God bless, Lee     

             Never Say Never            by Jeff Farrell 

 For years I always had this 
stubborn attitude about light 
tippet. I would say, “I’ll NEVER 
use 7X”. After a while I softened 
my stand and started using 7X at 
times, (and wouldn’t you know it, 
my catch rate improved.) But I’ll 
never go any lighter than that! 
 Two years ago Lee and I 
took our annual spring jaunt to the 
mountains of western North 
Carolina.  On our first morning 
there we decided to go to our 
favorite spot, a place called Trace 
Ridge on the North Mills River.  A 
two-mile ascent by vehicle up a 
dirt road and a half-mile descent 
by foot brought us to the river.  
This part of the river is beautiful 
and serene with very few sightings 
of fellow anglers. I darted to my 

favorite pool, a nice stretch about 
100 feet long with fast water at 
both ends and a 50 foot high rock 
wall bordering the back of the 
pool.  This particular year I 
noticed a new party had taken up 
residence; a nice sized rainbow 
lying right in the middle of the 
pool.  It was time to go to work.  I 
tied on my 7X tippet and then 
went through many different flies. 
I say many because each one got a 
look, but no take.  The rainbow 
never lost interest but eventually I 
did.  I left with a sense of 
determination, however, 
muttering, “I’ll be back.”   

At the end of our fishing 
day Lee and I decided to go to 
Hunter Banks, our favorite fly 
shop in downtown Asheville to 

shop and say hello to some old 
friends.  While we were there the 
thought of that rainbow came to 
mind, which prompted me to 
purchase a spool of (here it 
comes!) 8X tippet.  
 The next day we agreed to 
go back to Trace Ridge. Back to 
my pool I went, armed with my 
new tool, the 8X.  I tied on an ant 
and a couple of drifts later the 
rainbow was on!  After an 
impressive tussle I was able to 
land that beautiful 12-inch fish 
(which is a trophy in those parts) 
on that hair thin 8X tippet.  
Fortunately Lee was there with the 
camera to capture the moment, 
along with the big grin 
on my face. I’ll never 
say never again!     
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ORVIS® 

 

A Sp o r t i ng  Tra d i t io n  
                                Since 1856 

 

                Complete Fly-Fishing & 
                   Wingshooting Outfitters 
 

                    Classic Country Fashions 

 

Answers to Flyrodder Crossword Puzzle #2 

  OPEN HOUSE 2003 by Al Westbrook 
 If you were there you know, if not you should know the event was a success with a very large attendance. 
There were special raffles and lots of information for our new members. President Paul McCain described the many 
reasons for joining the Club and details of our club trips were reviewed. Combined with our used tackle sale it was a 
fine evening for all! 

Helping make it exciting were the many prizes donated by friends of the sport. In particular we thank the 
following companies for their donations and support. Next time you're in need of some new gear, check the list and 
go see our friends: 

Angler Sport Group 
Bett’s Tackle, Ltd. 
Buck Knives, Inc. 
Buck’s Bags 
Cabela’s 
Caddis Manufacturing, Inc. 
Club Pacific 
Cortland Line Company 
Creekside Custom Woodworks.  
Dermatone Laboratories, Inc. 
Donegan Optical Co. 
Federation of Fly Flshers 
Fly Rod & Reel 
Frontier Anglers 
G. Loomis 
Greycliff Publishing Co. 
Gudebrod 

Hexagraph Fishing Rod, Inc. 
Hook & Hackle Company 
Hook & Tackle Outfitters 
Jim Teeny, Incorporated 
Judith Bowman Books  
Lamiglas 
Luhr-Jensen Products 
Mann's Bait Company 
Merco Products 
Moodus Sports Products 
Norlander Company 
Orvis 
Patagonia 
Powell Rod Company 
Pure Fishing 
R.L. Winston 

Regal Engineering, Inc. 
Renzetti 
Richardson Chest Box Co.  
ROE Manufacturing, Inc. 
Ross Reels 
Sage 
Scott Fly Rod Company 
The Abel Reel 
The Anglers Art 
The In-Fisherman 
Thomas & Thomas 
Tru-Turn Inc. 
TY-RITE 
Wapsi Fly, Inc. 
Whiting Farms, Inc. 
Wind River, Inc. 
 

On The Front Cover:   
 Master Fisherman, John Hildenbrand, checking out 
the waters while Trip Co-Captain Dan Van Buskirk 
looks on. About 26 LIFR members were on this 
informative trip to learn and to discover new waters 
close to home.  All were deemed to be worthy 
prospects.  
Trip participants were treated to bagels and coffee for 
breakfast at a rest stop on Rt. 684, and lunch at the 
end of the trip, all prepared by hard-working Pres. and 
Trip Co-Captain Paul McCain.  Contact Paul and 
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Believe It or Don’t  

(My Luckiest Catch) 

by Shawn Sullivan 

 The sun had barely risen when I eased my 
kayak into the still-frigid waters of the Nissequogue 
River.  It was late spring and I was eagerly 
anticipating another “battle royale” between myself 
and some wary striped bass. 
 My plan seemed flawless; a model of 
perfection.  I would ride the last of the tide out to the 
bay proper, fish there until the tide turned and then 
ride the tide back into the launching dock.  Of course, 
part of my method was to 
have as much fun as 
possible while exerting the 
least amount of effort.  
This included using the 
technique of trolling the 
flyline behind me as I 
moved from spot to spot.  
As I turned the corner 
from the creek into the 
river, a sprightly little 
striper yanked on my line 
and I knew it was going to 
be a good day. 
  At last I was 
making my way to the 
mouth of the river to a hot little breakpoint adjacent to 
Short Beach.  The week before that little area had 
been like a small aquarium; holding stripers, bluefish, 
fluke and flounder to the beach. 
  As I made my way over, I noticed that the 
water seemed a little choppier than it had been the 
week before.  I decided to head straight for the point, 
trolling my line through the rip current as I went.  My 
kayak was now cruising at a pretty good speed and I 
wasn’t doing much in the way of paddling.  I had my 
flyrod strung over my shoulder with the butt between 
my knees.  Before I knew it, I was in a rushing slot of 
water forming a “J” around the point.  My kayak was 
spun around and then completely flipped over. 
  At least I was smart enough to have kept my 
lifejacket on and I had a belt around the top of my 
waders to keep water out.  I floated right up to the 
surface like a cork.  Shaking my head seal-like, I 
notice a boat bearing down on me; it was then that I 

realized I was no longer holding my flyrod.  The boat 
passed me without hesitating and I managed to grab 
hold of my kayak and swim back to shore. 
  Somehow I felt cheated.  This was not the 
perfect scenario I had envisioned when starting out 
that morning.  I was so P.O.ed that I hopped in my 
kayak and quickly paddled back to my car with the 
intension of grabbing my old surfrod, paddling back 
upstream and rescuing my flyrod; logic be damned! 

  I was a man 
possessed.  I’m sure I 
must have been quite a 
sight to the fishermen 
watching me from across 
the way at Sunken 
Meadow.  I didn’t care.  I 
tied on the biggest 
bucktail jig I could find 
and I began to 
methodically work the 
area where I had 
capsized.  On my second 
cast, I felt a tug like a 
small striper, so I began 
to quickly reel in.  

Eventually I noticed that my line was caught on 
something.  I saw a glint of the blue of my flyline.  I 
put the rod down, dove into the water and I’ll be 
doggoned if I didn’t manage to save my old flyrod. 
  I started to jump around, whooping and 
hollerin’ like my pants were on fire because even 
though this hadn’t been a particularly good fishing 
day, it sure was great catching.  “Believe it or don’t!”   

 "Three-fourths of the Earth's 
surface is water, and one-fourth is land.  
It is quite clear that the Good Lord 
intended us to spend triple the amount of 
time fishing as taking care of the lawn". 
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For fly tying classes, contact: 
 Herb Schneiderman: (718) 468-5519.  

For casting classes, contact: 
 Herman Abrams: (516) 593-6024  

 

                 

               The Fly Zone 
                                  Mark Wayne 
 

 
Quality Saltwater and Trout Flies 

                            Custom Flies  l Custom Materials 
                          Tying Instruction 

 
  P.O. Box 544    (631) 589-0052 
  Sayville, NY  11782     email: flyzone@optonline.net 

CONNETQUOT RIVER TRIPS  
 
 In response to the demand for the limited 
spaces available for our Monday Connetquot River 
State Park trips, the following guidelines are in effect: 
Members attending the meetings have first priority, 
followed by those members, chronologically received, 
who call in the day after the meeting for the remaining 
spaces available. Reservations are available for 32 
anglers for each session; 64 for both sessions. The 
cost of each session is $15.00. No checks will be 
accepted; EXACT CHANGE, CASH ONLY,  NO 
SINGLES 
to be paid at the general meeting or at the park for call
-in reservations. Anglers fishing the morning sessions 
must be at the park by 7:30 a.m. Cancellations must 
be made by 7:00 p.m. the Saturday before the session.  
No advance reservations will be accepted. 
 

Hours: 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
     1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

For Details call Ron La Chase at 718-769-6376 
 

CONNETQUOT DATES - 2003 
 May 19 June 16 July 14           
 Aug. 18 Sept. 15 Oct. 20  

Only  members with 4 weight rods or larger will 
be allowed to fish on the Monday Sessions 



  
 

The undersigned hereby applies for membership or renewal, in the  
LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS, INC. ("LIFR").  I understand the inherent risk in participating in the activities of 
LIFR, including fishing trips, of one day or longer, which LIFR may make available to members. I understand 
that LIFR activities may take me into remote areas, and that I may not be able to be promptly evacuated or 
receive proper medical care in the event of injury or disease.  I further understand that I am solely responsible 
for all costs of medical treatment and transportation.   

Intending to be legally bound, for myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators, except to the extent 
that indemnity insurance is available, I waive, release, indemnify, and hold harmless, LIFR, its Officers, Board of 
Directors, and members, against any and all claims for personal injury, disease, death, and property damage or 
loss, that I may incur, arising out of or connected in any way with any and all LIFR activities. I assume the risk of 
undertaking all LIFR activities, including related travel.  
 
In case of emergency, when reasonably feasible, contact: 
 
Name: _______________________________________________  Relationship: ___________________ 
 
Phone:  home (         ) _________________________     Office (         ) _________________________ 
 
Date: ___ / ___  20 _____       MEMBER 
          

 Signature:      ___________________________________________________
  

                     Print name:       __________________________________________________
 

         Address:     _____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Home phone:      (           ) ______________________________________           

Office phone:      (           ) ______________________________________

E-mail address: (optional)______________________________________
Consent given to post e-mail address on LIFR Web Site:   Yes (       )  No (        )

     
Family Application must be signed by each Family Member or Guardian, as applicable. 
 
Dues:  Individual $30.00  

Family (including children under 16 yrs) $40.00  
Junior (under 18 yrs) $15.00 

 
 
Mail this form to:  LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS, INC. 

 P.O. 8091 
 Hicksville, NY 11802  
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FIRST CLASS MAIL 

May 3 Fly Tying Class with Bob Lindquist at  
Pancho's Border Grill in Bethpage -7:00 PM.  

 Contact: Paul McCain  -  (516) 536-1418 
  
May 6 General Meeting 

 Speaker: Capt. Barry Kanavy 
 “Fishing Western Long Island’s South Shore” 

  
May 15 Board Meeting 

 7:30 P.M. at the Levittown VFW Hall 
  

 LONG ISLAND FLYRODDERS COMING EVENTS 
May - 2003 

P.O. Box 8091 
Hicksville, NY  11802 


